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Cameroon 


President Biya’s New Year's Message 


ABO0201161591 Yaounde Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 31 Dec 90 


[President Paul Biya’s New Year address to the nation in 
Yaounde on 3! December—recorded] 


[Excerpts] Cameroonians, my dear countrymen: 1990 is 
ending and I am happy that once again we start a new 
year together. [passage omitted] 


On the political scene the most significant event in our 
continent remains the final lap toward democracy: I am 
referring to the advent of the multiparty system. I 
announced this recently in Cameroon. Our system has 
been established after several years of a partially imple- 
mented program. In the same spirit we are all partici- 
pating in the march toward freedom and democracy. The 
first Cameroon People’s Democratic Rally [RDPC] con- 
gress succeeded in effecting the necessary changes corre- 
sponding to the demands of our time and the aspirations 
of the Cameroonian people. History will retain this and 
the RDPC will emerge stronger and more confident in 
the future in the face of the challenges of development 
and democracy. 


The foundations of our liberal and democratic society 
are ready. All the relevant laws and ordinances relating 
to public freedoms have been more liberally revised. 
Certain provisions considered outdated, like the 12 
March 1962 ordinance on repressing subversion, have 
summarily been abrogated. New legislation concerning 
associatisons, political parties, meetings. and public 
demonstrations has been adepted. A National Human 
Rights and Freedoms Committee has been created. 


Cameroon has started a new era. There will be no fear of 
expressing opinions and convictions as long as one does not 
break the law or infringe on the rights of others. Cameroon- 
ians can henceforth freely participate in their country’s 
political life, stand for an elected office, or join the associ- 
ation of their choice, provided that the conditions stipulated 
under the law are observed. These laws are less of a 
restriction of freedom than a means of organizing the 
enjoyment of these same freedoms by all people. 


There will be no democracy without laws, without order, 
or without discipline. The Cameroonian democratic 
experience will be judged by our individual and collec- 
tive behavior, the manner in which each one will assume 
his freedoms. The degree of awareness we will have of 
our nights and duties as citizens, our efforts [words 
indistict]. Now we must translate our chosen society into 
reality and concrete terms. 


Before anything else, the most important thing is to 
deploy all the means at our disposal to face the economic 
crisis again this year. The past 30 years have brought out 


CENTRAL AFRICA 1 


the limits of an economic policy base? 1 the Omnupres- 
ence of the state, hence our choice of a greater liberal- 
ization of our economy. A lega: framework has been 
established that favors a better functioning of enterprises 
and facilitates their creation 


Some reforms have been initiated to adapt economic 
regulations to the expectations of those who wish to 
invest in Our country, whether they are Cameroonians or 
foreigners. The key measures concern liberalizing eco- 
nomic and commercial activities, introducing a new 
investment code, creating 4 new industrial free zone to 
promote and aliract new investments and to facilitate 
the development of exports and the creation of new job 
avenues, and defining a monetary policy which 1s more 
suitable to the curreni economic order. Moreover, a new 
master plan for industrialization has been established to 
incite new industrial vocations and stimulate private 
initiatives, notably, in the smaii- and medium-scale 
indusirial sector. 


Thus. several obstacles in the way of investments have 
been removed. The procedures have been simplified and 
this should bring an end to administrative red tape and 
harassment. Decentralizing decisionmaking should also 
lead to shortening the period for processing investment 
documents. I encourage all Cameroonians to take advan- 
tage of our new economic and commercial legislation to 
find opportunities and engage in profitable and legal 
activities. 


Along with the review of the legislation regulating the 
national economic environment, we have continued 
implementing our economic stabilization and recovery 
program. We have recorded significant progress as far as 
stabilization is concerned. The deficit resulting from 
treasury transactions has been reduced from 464 billion 
CFA in 1986-1987 to 235 billon CFA in 1989-1990. 
Concerning our restructuring program, we have gradu- 
ally achieved concrete results for the planned projects. 
Out of the 75 enterprises on the emergency list, 22 were 
dissolved, including three banks and 19 nonfinancial 
enterprises, while 37 enterprises, eight banks, and 29 
nonfinancial enterprises are under the state umbrella. 
Rehabilitation of these enterprises has been initiated, 
and 21 of them have signed performance contracts with 
the state. 


The privatization process has also been launched with 
the publishing of a list of the first 15 enterprises to be 
privatized. The reorganization of our farm commodity 
sector, including cocoa, coffee, and cotton, has been 
initiated with a gradual divestment of the state. We are 
going to finalize legislation regulating the economy by 
setting up a new labor code, general statutes for public 
enterpises, and appropriate regulation of public tenders. 
Rehabilitation in the banking and insurance sectors will 
be stepped up and efforts to reform the civil service will 
be continued. [passage omitted] 


Fellow Cameroonians, we are on the th eshold of the 
New Year—a new era which raises new hopes and brings 
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beneficial changes to our country and ourselves. The 
advent of democracy should not serve as a pretext for 
settling scores, defamation, spreading false :nformation. 
or any kind of disparagement. Democracy musi not 
generate hatred, demagoguery, or internal strife which 
corrupt and disturb society. Democracy is the sense of 
criticism and not criticism for the sake of it. Let us 
refrain from destroying our achievements. Let us not 
engage in sterile polemics which soil and kill democracy. 
Let us focus our efforts on the real challenges of the 
nation. The question is not to look back, but to build the 
future. 


My dear countrymen, | wish you all a completely ful- 
filled new year, placed under the banner of courage. 
willpower, success, and adjustment to the demands of 
the 21st century. | wish Cameroon a happy new year, an 
important stage toward economic development which 
will be the fruit of everybody's efforts. | wish Cameroon 
to succeed in its democratic challenge in peace, justice, 
and national unity. 


Long live Cameroon! May 1991 be a very good year for 
all of you! 


*Parliament Considers Multipartyism, Civil Rights 


YOAFO35S9A Yaounde CAMEROON TRIBUNE 
in French 14 Nov 90 p? 


{Editonal by Catherine Simon: “Cameroon on the Path 
to Multipartyism”’] 


[Text] Last week the parliament in Yaounde began its 
consideration of the conclusions reached by the com- 
mittee created on 20 July by the head of state on law 
revisions respecting civil liberties. The main issue was 
whether to lift the emergency laws banning political 
organizations. The deputies’ vote could mark a first step 
toward multipartyism... 


Bamenda—At the sound of a motor, smiling urchins 
rush out from under the muggy shade of banana trees 
and wave their offerings of game animals—monkcy and 
porcupine carcasses—in front of the car, while under a 
roadside canopy a little further on, men relax with a 
game of checkers. Since the gunfire on 26 May, calm has 
returned to the road from Bamenda, capital of Nord- 
Quest province. 


The army tanks have left the countryside. The check- 
points have disappeared. And the 203 people arrested 
have been released. It would not take much, though, to 
heat things up again. For it was here in Bamenda, 
stronghold of the Social Democratic Front (SDF), that 
the first chapter of Cameroon's march to multipartyism 
was written—in violence and blood. 


Initially the march organized by the English-speaking 
party “was not a protest march at all,” says SDF presi- 
dent John Fru Ndi, 39. The party’s founders, concerned 
with projecting a law-abiding image, had filed their 
organizational papers with the provincial government on 
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16 March. After all, they argued, isn’t multipartyism 
enshrined in the constitutuia’? And although the arsenal 
of emergency !aws continued to obstruct freedom of 
association, did not President Paul Biya’s repeated 
promises of democracy and pluralism nint at a certain 
flexibility? But the authorities ignored SDF's bureau- 
cratic Maneuvers. 


Far from losing heart, John Fru Ndi and his supporters 
then decided that if officialdom would not give them a 
green light, the people themselves would celebrate the 
birth of the new movement—in the streets. Once again, 
there was nothing secretive about it, much less seditious: in 
photographs taken as the march began, young SDF sym- 
pathizers can be seen brardishing placards wishing “long 
life to His Excellency Paul Biya,” congratulating him on 
his “work toward the establishment of multipartyism.” 
But tragedy soon shattered the festive atmosphere. 


Confronted by a human tidal wave, the army panicked. 
“Never had there been such a demonstration in Bam- 
enda: people came from everywhere: there were more 
than 20,000 in the streets’ recalls a priest. At the 
hospital morgue, he saw with his own eyes the corpses of 
six young people killed by soldiers’ bullets. Pro- 
government press organs in Yaounde claimed the crowd 
had trampled the victims. In private, officials talked 
about a military “slipup.” Cameroonians began asking 
questions. “Before the gunfire at Bamenda. people 
thought President Biya could be the man to lead the 
transition. Now there 1s doubt.” says John Fru Ndi. 


The SDF, which boasted only “about a hundred militants” 
al its inception, now claims “close to 2 million sympathiz- 
ers.”’ Even if the figures are exaggerated, in the new era of 
political change the head of state will have to reckon with 
the English-speakers (about 20 percent of the population), 
particularly with the SDF, which plans to hold rallies 
throughout the country “in the coming weeks.” 


Among the twenty or so political groups currently 
awaiting legalization, some have already begun to win a 
popular following: attorney Yondo Black. leader of the 
National Movement for Democracy (MND), and busi- 
nessman Anicet Ekane, a spokesman for the legendary 
(but bitterly dividcd) Union of Cameroonian Peoples 
(UPC), have kept themselves constantly before the 
media since their release from prison. Convicted on 5 
April of “subversion” and “insuliing™ the head of state, 
the two were finally pardoned in mid-August. Their 
eyewitness testimony, more compelling than their polit- 
ical platforms, does little to burnish the image of the 
regime: “Cameroon's prisons are nothing but places 
where people are sent to die. In Yaounde, the food ts so 
inadequate that some prisoners eat raw mice!” claims 
Anicet Ekane. 


Even if human rights are imperfectly respected, it would 
be foolish to deny the s:eps the head of state has taken 
toward political liberalization. Apart from a few glaring 
exceptlions—such as the recent impoundment of the 
weckly JEUNE AFRIQU E—press censorship 1s now less 
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meddlesome, and the Ministry of Interior ts less heavy- 
handed than in the past. “As recently as a year or two 
ago, | was harassed or arrested by the police at least once 
a month,” recalls journalist Celestin Monga, 30. “They 
would come to my residence and carry off all my 
belongings once they even took my TV and pressure 
cooker,” he chortles. An economust by profession, this 
young Douala intellectual’s passport was confiscated in 
March 1988. It was finally returned to him lasi June 
Although censors contir »: to make cuts in some of the 
articles he gets publisheo :n LE MESSAGER—one of the 
most caustic (and avidly read) of the nongovernment 
weeklies—the talented polemicist 1s among the first to 
acknowledge the greater freedom of expression now 
prevailing in the country. 


“Sick of Kleptocracy™ 


MESSAGER is not the only publication taking advan- 
tage of that jatitude. From LA DETENTE to COMBAT- 
TANT, from LA GAZETTE to INTERNATIONAL 
NEWS HEBDO—not to mention FOOTBALL-ELITE., a 
necessity in the land of the indomitable Lions— 
(‘ameroonian readers get spicy stories from a variety of 
sources. Embezzlement of staie funds and other official 
shenanigans make front-page news. “The country is sick 
of kleptocracy,”” wrote INTERNATIONAL NEWS 
HEBDO in August, claiming “650 billion CFA [African 
Financial Community] francs [Fr] (about Fr 13 billior) 
have been stolen in the last four years.” 


Other sources cite the scandal at SCB [Cameroonian 
Banking Company], a former Credit Lyonnais subsidiary 
whose “general manager made off with tens of billions of 
CFA francs” and is now reportedly enjoying himself “in 
Switzerland.” Then there is the case of the ONCPB 
(National Basic Necessities Marketing Office) director, 
who allegedly embezzled “close to 40 billion CFA 
francs” with impunity. 


“Fraud has always existed,” comments Emmanuel 
Noumbissi of MESSAGER'’s editorial staff. “But in ine 
past there were always a few crumbs left over. Now, 
nothing is left.” According to a number of intellectuals, 
the country’s economic problems cannot be fully 
explained by the “global crisis” that government officials 
are so fond of invoking. “With all our economic poten- 
tial—coffee, cocoa, cotton, not to mention oil—and the 
many warning signals we had, the effects of the crisis 
could certainly have been contained, if not totally over- 
come,” comp!sins one Yaounde academic. 


The anger and concern are also shared by some busi- 
nessmen. “Theft of government funds has become so 
commonplace it no longer even shocks people. I myself 
am scandalized!” exclaims Protais Ayangma Amang, 38. 
who founded National Insurance Company (CNA), the 
biggest 100-percent Cameroonian-owned firm in the 
business, and manages “Financiere,” a sort of modern- 
day trans-African tontine fund. Making no attempt to 
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conceal his distrust of politicians. this energetic bus- 
nessman and Rotary Club member nevertheless con- 
siders multipartyism “an essential—though not suffi- 
cient—condition for encrgizing the country and 
restoring its vitality through political competition.” But 
for him, 25 for many intellectuals, the real challenge 1s a 
moral one: “We must revitalize the notions of state and 
nation, restore full respe<’ fur the value of human life, 
and above all get to work" With devastating sarcasm, 
critics speak of the “betrsa.son™ [debasement] ¢ ‘ govern- 
mental institutions, a snide reference to President Biya’s 
own ethnic group, the Bet. And indeed, the national 
Cebate—which is creating major headaches for the sole 
and ruling party. the Deraocratic Rally of the 
Cameroonian People (RO %}—is getting under way 
against a backdrop of trpal and regional rivalnes 


The brutal climination ot Muslim elites in the north, 
following the failed putsch of 1984, and the continued 
silence of the Bamileke—one of the most economically 
influential ethnic groups—help explain why the opposi- 
tion 1s so weak. There has been nothing but the SDF to 
fill the vacuum. Thus its success to date may not be as 
significant as it seems. 


There 1s a lot of talk in governmental circles these days 
about a so-called “Anglophone conspiravy.” Some even 
claim to discern, behind the violence that broke out at 
Bamenda on 26 May. the fine hand of neighboring 
Nigeria, if not Great Britain or the United States. “Ali 
that 1s just rot! The truth 1s, there is discontent all over 
the country,” retorts an SDF supporter. 


There is certainly enough discontent among students at 
the University of Yaounde. Their demonstration of 
“solidarity” with the Bamenda “marchers” was also put 
down harshly. University sources say that two students 
arrested by the soldiers “died in detention afier being 
tortured.” There has been virtually no publicity about 
that particular “slipup.” In a cryptic reference to the 
campus incident, the official press contented itself with 
insinuating that the students had “sung the Nigerian 
national anthem.” A rather inadequate and uncon- 
vincing exp!anation—one that seems to bear the stamp 
of a ruling class in disarray and bereft of arguments. 


For five years now, President Biya—who loves to pose as 
a “great friend of Francois Mitterrand” and whose 
regime basks in Paris's traditional benevolence—has 
repeatedly trumpeted the virtues (to come) of democracy 
and political liberalization. The consultative committee 
might propose to abolish the emergency laws and revise 
the legislation on civil liberties. Its report, delivered to 
the head of state at the end of October, must now be 
debated by the National Assembly. The outcome of that 
debate will determine whether multipartyism 1s legal- 
ized. Unless public impatience once again forces the 
timetable to be advanced. 
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Central African Republic 


President Kolingba on New Constitution, Budget 
ABO201220691 Bangui: Domestic Service in French 
1800 GMT 1 Jan 9! 


[Excerpts] The major news item in the Central African 
Republic continues to be dominated by President Andre 
Kolingba’s New Year's address, an address which sees 
1991 as a promising year full of hope. Here 1s Huber- 
Mane Djamani with the high!:gihts of that speech: 


{Djamani] Mayor General Andre Kolingba, president of 
the Republic, proposes an effective remedy to all the 
evils bedeviling our society. May. Gen. Kolingba speci- 
fied that national solidarity is the key word, whose 
political connotation 1s fraternity and tolerance. Thus, 1n 
his New Year's message to the nation, the head of state 
called on Central Africans to wake up and always bear in 
mind the virtues of tolerance, solidarity, aad fraternity. 


President Kolingba wanted to reassure all his compa- 
triots. He points out that together we should do every- 
thing to calm things down in the country. preserve peace 
and stability, and promote more freedom and justice. 
Furthermore, we will in the days ahead revise the Con- 
Stitution to reinforce the state institutions with the 
creation of a post of prime minister to head the govern- 
ment of the Republic. Central Afmcans should increas- 
ingly make sustained efforts to achieve progress which 
will confirm the dignity and respect of the Central 
African citizen. Nineteen-ninety one therefore should be 
for us a year full of promise and hope in spite of the 
threats hanging over our planet. 


On the current national economic situation, an eco- 
nomic situation worsened by the dramatic effects of the 
Gulf crisis. he head of state also pointed out the adverse 
effects of the various adjustment programs: reduction in 
public investments without considering social dimen- 
sions—education, health, youth employment, improve- 
ment in women’s condition, and the purchasing power of 
households. All these problems influenced by the eco- 
nomic sector have caused a lot of disturbances at the 
social level. [passage omitted] 


This address to the nation was essentially economically 
oriented, even though some parts were devoted to future 
prospects for strengthening democracy. From the begin- 
ning President Andre Kolingba’s message briefly described 
the international political situation, characterized by the 
threat of war in the Gulf, a war whose economic and 
financial repercussions are undoubtedly likely to weaken 
the economies of less developed countries. 


After presenting the international scene's background of 
crises, the president devoted the rest of his message to 
the less encouraging economic results of the first nine 
months of the year. The results began with the 1989-90 
economic performance, marked by a fall of 5.5 percent 
25 compared with that of the previous year, although a 
slight improvement in output for the state was recorded. 
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The 1989-90 coffee harvest took place in bad conditions. 
Generally the poor results could be attributed to the low 
commodity prices, the fall in the dol'ar, and the disen- 
gagement of the local banking system. Other black spots 
of this economic picture outlined im the president's 
speech include the reduction in forestry and industral 
activities with the exception of the sector of foodstuffs 
and their derivatives. Thus, in the mineral field, a fall 
was recorded in diamond production due to a depressed 
worlc market and an increase 1 diamond traud. 


President Andre Kolingba also pointed out ihe influence 
of the general fall in economic performance on the fall in 
purchasing power. a factor which heavily weighed on 
trade. However, some aspects on the head or state s bleak 
picture of economic performance are encouraging: 
improvement in foodstuff cultivation which allows for a 
successful policy of food self-sufficiency, and the 
improvement in livestock breeding. 


Furthermore, concerning the state budget. the results 
recorded in revenue collection by 30 September 1990 are 
hardly encouraging. The head of state continued a review 
of our economic situation in a realistic manner backed 
by figures drawn from national statistics: 


[Begin Kolingba recording] Thus, considering these 
results of the economic and social environment and 
shortcomings in financial management, 11 1s feared that 
revenue collection for the year would be 10 percent less 
than the estimates. Concerning expeditures, estimated 
total salaries to be paid amount to 24 billion [CFA 
francs} a year for 19.635 workers. During the budget 
period under review, 1.3 billion CFA francs was paid to 
the Central African Agricultural Development Company 
and 2.2 billion CFA francs to support coffee including 
money paid to the Coffee Development Agenc, Monies 
paid to assist voluntary retirements and those rede- 
ployed reached more than 3 billion CFA francs. A total 
of 1,125 voluntary retirements have been accepted and 
another 850 applications are pending. 


As far as our external debt is concerned, about 10 billion 
CFA francs was to be paid at the end of September 1990. 
We must stress that over the first nine months of the 
year, we secured 10.7 billion CFA francs in loans out of 
18.15 billion CFA francs or 59 percent. Concerning 
grants, we secured 7.53 billion CFA francs out of 16.25 
billion CFA francs or 47 percent. The delays which 
occured in mobilizing these resources have resulted in 
the State Treasury crisis we have been experiencing. It 
may persist if the disbursement of funds under the Third 
Structutal Adjustment Loan does not take place in the 
next few days. [end recording] 


Continuing with the description of the country’s bleak 
economic prospects, President Andre Kolingba did not 
fail to note that it has resulted in unemployment, a lower 
standard of living, and the inadequacy of our various 
infrastructures. Besides, the head of state stressed that in 
the face of such a situation, it was regrettable to see that 
labor and management were not being objective in their 
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analysis of the situation. Thus. their demands have often 
exceeded the real resources of the state. He added that 
the social tensions must have been prompted by the 
misunderstanding resuliing from such a view 


In spite of all this “xe ordered the financial services to 
envisage the possihuility of unfreezing salaries. In 
recalling the patterm of negotiations, the head of state 
said that they resulted in the final communique signed 
on |? November between the government and the Cen- 
tral African Union Federation. He pointed out that from 
that communique an agreement resulted which will be 
implemented on | January 1991. [passage omitted] 


[Begin Kolingba recording] [passage omitted] Further- 
more, we will in the days ahead revise the Constitution 
to reinforce the state institutions with the creation of a 
post of prime minisier, who will head the government of 
the Republic. Therefore let us make sustained efforts to 
achieve all the objectives of progress that will confirm 
the dignity and respect of the Central African citizen. 
Thus, we may begin 1991 as a year full of hopes and 
promises in spite of threats looming over our planet 


Dear countrymen, ladies and gentlemen, may 1991 bring 
you joy, happiness, and peace. May prosperity prevail in 
all households, and may all our undertakings be suc- 
cessful. Fellow countrymen, at this time conducive to 
meditation and hope, | hereby express the same vows to 
the country as a whole. After a year of hardship experi- 
enced by the country, my most sincere wish is to see 
Central Africans pull themselves together and always 
bear in mind the virtues of tolerance, solidarity. and 
fraternity. [end recording] 


Congo 


*Loans Linked to Reform; State Slows Pace 


YIAFU2634 Paris JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE 
in French Oct 90 pp 46-47 


[Article by special envoy Christine Coste: “A Breakdown 
in Democratization” | 


[Text] As the rainy season begins as usual. Brazzaville is 
taking on the look of a peaceful village. Behind the 
facades of its buildings boldly facing proud Kinshasa, 
and in the deepest recesses of its districts of Mekelekele. 
Poto-Poto, and Bacongo...the days go by, each the same 
as the last. An altogether apparent calm. 


In the wings of this open-air theatre, people are engaged 
IN passionate discussions about a new, unexpected aspect 
of national political life. a multiparty system. Unimag- 
inable a short time ago, this freedom of speech 1s seen in 
‘he middie of the day and 1s reflected some nights on the 
wells of the Congolese capital. “We are not worried 
abou! the militia,” Felix blurted out. “Nobody can stop 
us in Our determination. The multiparty system 1s our 
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bread.” This statement. however, does a poor job of 
hiding the fear that everything could change from one 
day to the next 


The process of democratization announced by President 
L\enus Sassou Nguesso last 7 July has, in fact, plunged the 
entre Country into a state of confusion. By rejecting the 
idea of a national conference, similar to the one orga- 
mized in Benin or Gabon. and by insisting that the 
Congolese Labor Party (PCT) be the forum for talks, the 
Congolese head of state has perfect control over a 
scenano that he does not intend to change. “The instal- 
lauion of a pluralist democracy will not foliow a pace 
imposed by impatient people. It will be the job of the 
special congress next February to diaw up a new consti- 
tution and to establish the icgal condiivons for exercising 
freedoms.” 


Thus the hopes of the early days have been replaced by 
disillusionment. Having been released, the political pris- 
oners are still nothing more than prisoners of the strects: 
there has been no decree granting them amnesty. “A 
Strengthening of basic. individual freedoms, such as 
freedom of speech. press. protest...remains a government 
affair. In early September. the government announced 
the creation of a national human rights committec, thus 
putting an end to the Martin Mber: human rights asso- 
ciation project. The PCT's relinquishment of its leading 
role also has interpretations to which only its leaders 
have the key. The shows of independence by the Congo- 
lese Trade Union Confederation (CSC). immediately put 
down by its powerful parent organization, are evidence, 
if evidence 1s needed, that the policy of openness 1s a 
one-way street in the Congo 


Every week has its waves of protests and its open letters 
Intellectuals, Congo's Ecumenical Council of Churches, 
and the Masonic Lodge have all appealed to the presi- 
dent to organize a national conference. In vain. Positions 
are becoming more radical everywhere. The CSC 1s 
continuing its stand-off with the party. In the face of the 
president's intransigence, it has responded to the call for 
order with a deaf ear. Defiant demonstrations multiply. 
Last 31 August, its Brazzaville cell refused to vote for the 
motion of confidence in the central committee. Several 
days later, and for the first time since its creation in 
1964, the CSC elected its leaders by secret ballot. To the 
great annoyance of the head of state, who decided to 
postpone its work. But the public protest was so great 
that several days later, he went back on his decision. The 
general strike on 14 September showed that from then 
on, the dictates of the PCT would be «ystematically 
reyected by the people. 


All the internal strife that has shaken the nomenclatura 
in fact has caused the party to lose all credibility during 
the past few years. As the economic crisis has become 
more acute, the tendency of its leaders to confuse their 
own interests with those of the country has exasperated 
the people, who are doomed to living on a day-to-day 
basis. And their speeches urging every citizen to “work 
towards becoming self-sufficient in food, and towards 
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national harmony...” have become litames that nobody 
listens to any longer. “The Congolese Labor Party has 
governed by dictatorship throughout :ts reign, both out- 
side and within its structures. How can ut all of a sudden 
set itself up as 2 teacher of democracy” asks Bernard 
Kolelas, former secretary-general in the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs.and currently president of the Cong 4ese 
Movement for Democracy and Integral Development 
(MCDDI). 


Even within the PCT. whose 10,000 members are hand- 
picked, arguments break out en the middie of mectings 
“We have chosen the most ambiguous path towards 
democratization.” one of its rank and file said. Isolated. 
the government authorities still pursue their line of 
reasoning. The result: The debate on a multiparty system 
1S taking place in the preparatory committees that are 
made up only of those loyal to the PCT' 


The process of democratization in the Congo has broken 
down. At the head of the country with the highest per 
capita debt in the world (over $3 billion for a population 
estimated at 2 million), the head of state, however, more 
than ever needs the support of his lenders. Short on 
liquidity since the collapse of oil prices, Congo owes its 
socia! peace only to the regular support of France and the 
IMF. Now they are watching to see the efforts made 
towards democratization. The casing of the political line 
decided at the 21st meeting of the PCT's central com- 
mittee had something to do with the IMF decision to 
release a credit of $39 billion at the end of August. 


These financial partners, however. have become increas- 
ingly reluctant to open their purse strings. “The authorities 
are having a hard time breaking away from the party's 
pressures and engaging in reform,” they note. In fact, the 
liberalization of the economy, advocated since 1988, is still 
in its incipient stages. More than the competence of inves- 
tors, it 1s personal friendships that have been used as criteria 
for determining privatizations. 


Many government enterprises have ‘allen into the lap of the 
invincible businessman Otto Bongo. And the money set 
aside by the government for assisting government cnter- 
prises (336.76 billion CFA [African Financial Community] 
francs) has often been Jost in the parallel circuits. 


As for self-sufficiency in food, it remains an ideal that is 
far from becoming a reality. The country, which used to 
export sugar, 1s importing it this year. Import monopo- 
lies such as the ones over meat or rice, although officially 
abolished, stili exist in a roundabout way. 


So much dysfunction, so many measures adopted and 
then not implemenied, which are denounced by the 
institutions in Washington, that they are very cautious 
with regard to the new commitments madc by the 
authorities. “The separation between the party and the 
State 18 a good thing.” they say. while wondering how 1 
i$ going to be achieved. 
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Will this putchforking into jobs in the government enter- 
prises of men who are more knowledgeable about polit- 
ical matters than management problems be stopped” For 
the tume being. only one thing ts certain: at meetings of 
the government enterprises. partly representatives are 
always invited te sit around the same table. Habits are 
particularly hard to break when they assure a comfori- 
able life-style 


The only sign of relret 19 this tormented country 1s the 
sharp rise in the price of crude on on international 
markets. Thanks to this surprise o1] boom, oi! receipts 
estimated at 77 billion CFA francs will double this year. 
Uneapected additional income for a budget revised 
downwards last June. The only production that assures 
the country’s future, on! will thus once again shore up an 
economy that badly needs to diversify. 


For the moment, all eves in the Congo are turned to the 
reopening of the school year. And the importance of this 
going well, moreover, 1s something that the authorities 
are well aware of. Cautious, they paid the scholarships as 
early as October. But the students. who have only a 
certificate for hope, do not intend to become “packages” 
of the government authoritics 


Committed alongside those who are working towards a 
national conference. they do not want to be scoffed at 
again. “You cannot go into the jungle and expect the 
leopard to change.” 


Gabon 


Bongo Warns Against Workezs’ ‘inordinate Demands” 
{BO201188991 Libreville Atrica No. 1 in French 
O730 GMT 1 Jan ¥il 


[Text] In Gabon, President Omar Bongo has addressed a 
message to the nation on the occasion of the New Year. 
Naturally, in the message, he issued a warning to those 
compatriots who, under the pretext of social demands, 
want to deliberately disorganize production, paralyze the 
country, and cause a crisis in Gabon. Omar Bongo told 
all such persons that he would personally see to safe- 
guarding both the security cf property and people, and 
state security. Let us listen to the Gabonese head of state: 


[Begin Bongo recording] It 1s my duty to warn you 
against the dangers that threaten to ruin the efforts of the 
country toward achieving security and solidarity. 
Indeed, under the prevent of social demands, a deliberate 
attempt is being made to disorganize productive 
machinery, paralyze the ceuntry, and provoke a crisis, 
the unavowed aim being, of course, to systematically 
impede government action, in contempt of the emerging 
democratic process, and the popular verdict which 1s its 
mandate. |, therefore, call on all who are allowing 
themselves to be dragged, in spite of themselves, onto 
this hopeless and dead end path, to cease, immediately, 
all inorainate demands, and to courageously return to 
work. [end recording] 
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*IMF Demands Tax Equality, Parastatal Reform 


91AF0264A Paris JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE 
in French Oct 90 pp 117-121 


{Article by special envoys Christine Coste and Adama 
Gaye: “Managing Freedom” | 


[Text] As mighi be expected, the first multiparty elec- 
tions in 22 years have given rise to some controversy. 
Following the lead of Father Mba Abessole (MORENA 
{National Recovery Movement]-Bucherons), some have 
even requested that they be cancelled. Whatever the 
results of the voting are, one thing 1s sure: this legislative 
election has confirmed Gabon’s return to the circle of 
rare African countries open to democracy. Their experi- 
ence, however, 1s fragile. 


“I would like democracy to give me the opportunity to be 
law-abiding and honest.” What Gabonese citizen was no! 
literally dumbfounded to hear these remarks made directly 
on television by the former, all-powerful minister, Jean 
Boniface Assele, who just a few years ago had supreme 
control over all security and intellige2ce matters in Gabon. 
The installation of a multiparty system is in the process of 
transfiguring this country, which has been known particu- 
larly for its enormous mineral and energy potential. A 
profound upheaval of the political chessboard, alterations in 
personal attitudes, and a demand for all freedoms. Despite 
the cancellation of part of the results from the first round of 
the legislative elections last 13 September, that caused the 
second round to be deferred to 21 and 28 October of this 
year, the clear break that hais occurred in less than a year 1s 
confirmed. Five hundred fifty-three candidates for | 20 
seats: 37 parties competing, and there are even independent 
candidates. You really have to pinch yourself to believe it. 


Suddenly, 1.2 Million Political Scientists 


At the start of this year, nobody would have believed that 
Gabon would launch itself with so much enthusiasm into a 
multiparty system. The Gabonese Democratic Party (PDG) 
did not give any tangible signs of wanting to give up any part 
of its political moncpoly. It had managed up to then to resist 
demands for political openness, especially those presented 
by the National Renewal Movement (MORENA), the offi- 
cial ancestor of the current opposition. Suddenly, however, 
things began accelerating towards the end of last year, 
dragging the “black emirate” out of its somnolence. It was 
seized by all sorts of convulsions and demands. Strikes by 
students discontented with their working conditions, who 
blamed the symbols of power, but also the...““shady” Leba- 
nese, stakes by civil servants determined to push the 
government to loosen the screws of a drastic “financial 
Ramadan” established as a result of the economic crisis. 
This unrest was followed with interest by both the govern- 
ment authorities and the opposition, which was interested 
in officially recovering its political freedom. Things started 
moving even faster when President Bongo, assessing the 
current demands, accepted the principle of an integral 
multiparty system. The process was spelled out in “.pril 
and March 1990 through the ups and downs of the 
National Conference convened at the Cite in Libreville on 
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12 March. That occasion marked the start of 75 political 
associations and groups. Things have moved very far from 
a single party. Throughout the country political discus- 
sions flourish: in less than a year, as though they had 
received intensive training, |.2 million Gabonese have 
become.__political screntists. Whoever can best defend the 
colors of one party or another (frequently his own) 1s the 
one to denounce government interference in the economy 
and shady dealings. 


A Lot of Passion, a Little Fraud 


Unfortunately, there have been a few slips that have at 
tumes shaken the new, orderly atmosphere. Like last 23 
May. when the suspected death of Joseph Rendjambe 
(secretary-general of the Gabonese Progress Party) threw 
the country into a cycle of physical violence. Without the 
intervention of the French and Gabonese armies, and 
especially without the cudden rally of the country, the 
conssquences could have been more tragic. It 1s certain 
that the multiparty virus 1s very strong. The elections on 
16 and 23 September took place in an emotional atmo- 
sphere. Some, particularly in the opposition, accuse the 
government of having rigged the elections, by with- 
holding ballots, limiting voter registration, or exercising 
control over the electoral process. 


To Survive, the PDG Had To Reform 


The Gabonese Democratic Party, the “new” PDG, did not 
want to remain un the defensive. It was constantly pointing 
out its adversanes’ weak following among voters or their 
political negligence. This 1s what happens with a multiparty 
democracy—for these quarrels, which unfortunately some- 
times take on a cryptopersonal tone, are an integral part of 
the political game chosen by the Gabonese. But they must 
not make them forget the essential thing: the need to put the 
country back on track, by ensuring greater social justice and 
a sounder democracy, strengthening the freedom of the 
press, and fighting barely latent ethnic divisiveness, or— 
sometimes we forget—the urgency of national economic 
recovery. These challenges, and others as well that are 
awaiting the Gabonese people around the bend, should not 
be sacrificed in the current multiparty fever. The ball is now 
in the court of the deputies, who are going to begin the new 
assembly. They, as well as the head of state, the future 
government, and in short all the actors on the Gabonese 
political scene have the duty to do a good job of managing 
this wealth of another sort altogether, which 1s added to the 
enormous potential of their soil and subsoil: namely, polit- 
ical freedom. 


The most urgent task, and perhaps the hardest, 1s the one 
awaiting tne future Gabonese government resulting from 
these electiors. It will be responsible for managing as 
best it can the empty government coffers and for redy- 
namizing an economy that has been on ice since the 
events at Port-Gentil. The IMF mission last June was 
there to remind it that no additional financial aid would 
be granted until the structural measures recommended 
on so many occasions were being implemented. 
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Ostensibly postponed by the transitional government of 
Casimir Oye-Mba, too concerned with conducting his 
campaign. they are all the more urgent in light of the fact 
that the overall treasury deficit is 174 bilhon CFA 
[Afmcan Financial Community] francs. The IMF plan. 
which 1s irreversible, includes the following points: equal 
tax treatmert for all, return to effective and equitable 
management of the civil service: reform of government 
enterprises, gradual government pull-out of competitive 
sectors, and finally, transparency of financial circuits in 
the oil secter. “It wall be hard to set up a program with 
the IMF without greater transparency in the manage- 
ment of this sector,” the Washington institution pointed 
Out in its last report 


A barely veiled warning, with regard to musappropria- 
tons of funds. This 1s a sensitive, or even a taboo subject 
in this ol-producing, OPEC member country, where oul 
1s a veritable manna for the government and its leaders. 
and has had its parallel circuits for a long tame. Last year, 
IMF experts found an unexplained gap of 10 billion CFA 
francs in the oui receipts. As for the offshore company 
based in London that sold 15 percent of the output of 
Rabi-Kounga, the country’s main oilfield (220,000 to 
230,000 barrels a day} on the forward markets, for the 
account of the president, the IMF demanded that it be 
shut down. But the policeman of international finance. 
more attentive than ever to its structural adjustment 
programs, did not intend to stop there. An audit of 
Gabonese crude marketing circuits, as well as a complete 
explanation of related financial flows, was ordered. “In 
this connection the role of all participants must be 
clarified so that the government treasury alone will 
receive all the revenue of this sector,” it rccommended. 


This audit must now be completed. ine two principal oil 
companies, Elf Gabon and Shel! Gabon, whose coopera- 
tion has been requested, have been extremeiy reserved, as 
the expiration of a number of exploration permits granted 
in 1970 for a 20-year period has put them in a delicate 
position. Their requests for drilling permits are in fact in 
the hands of the hydrocarbons minister and are only 
awaiting his green light. And the arrival on the market of 
competing companies serves to remind them that they are 
not the only ones in a highly coveted market. 


Only the certainty of a substantial increase in oil revenue 
will give the government a certain amount of room for 
maneuvering. As a result of OPEC decisions to increase 
the production quotas of its member countries to offset 
the lack of Iraqi and Kuwaiti crude on the international 
market, and the fact that the price of crude has been 
maintained at $30 a barrel, it can now count on 475 to 
495 billion CFA francs in on receipts this year, or three 
times more than what was estimated in the initial 1990 
budget. In Port-Genti!, the oil companies have stepped 
up their drilling. Scheduled at the start of the year to 
produce 195,000 barrels a day (bd), o1l output in Gabon 
is currently 275,000 b/d, and is expected to reach 
300,000 b/d very soon. 
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Once again. the black gold will be used to wipe away the 
deficits in other sectors in which revenue will be only 
188 billion CFA francs this year, or 18.9 percent less 
than in 1989. 


The slowdown in economic activity as a result of the 
strikes and demonstrations that shook the country 
throughout the first half of the year considerably reducea 
companies’ turnover 


Seventy-Five Parties and a Single Slogan 


in other words the Gabonese treasury’s coffers will be 
receiving less money than expected from this branch. 


There 1s a difficult pernod ahead for the country’s new 
strong men. Heirs to or generators of a social situation 
that has constantly deteriorated over the years. and a 
two-speed economy, they must cope with two inconvert- 
ible facts: the need to satisfy the requirements of their 
lenders, who are more reluctant thon ever to make lines 
of credit available. and the need to implement their 
electoral promises. “tMore ©ocial justice, less corrup- 
tion.” A siogan common to all the political parties 
involved in the 'eo:sietive elecuions of last September. 
and 1.2 mil! cose CIIZeNS are waiting to see Hi 
become at. icy & quckly 2s possible. 


Zaire 


UN Observer Said Allowed at Lubumbashi | rial 


4B0201151591 Paris AFP in English 1348 GMT 
2 Jan 9! 


[Text] Kinshasa, Jan 2 (AFP)}—An observer from the 
U.N. Human Rights Commission in Geneva can attend 
the forthcoming trial of a provincial governor in Zaire 
arising out of a bloody crackdown on university students 
last May, President Mobutu Sese Seko said in a New 
Year message. 


Governor Koyagialo Ngbase Gerengbo has been under 
house arrest here since the incident in Lubumbashi, the 
capital of Shaba Province. The government toll ‘or a raid 
by security forces on the university is one dead and 13 
injured, but Amnesty International and Belgian press 
reports said between 100 and 150 undergraduates were 
massacred. 


Zairian MPs (Member of Parliament) investigated and 
said a bigger number than officially admitted had been 
killed but were unable to give a precise figure. They said 
tle campus raid had been organised by about a dozen 
senior administrative and security officials. The crack- 
down reportedly followed student attacks on informers 
in their midst. 


Marshal Mobutu said the trial would open here very 
soon, but gave no date. He has refused Belgsan calls for 
an independent international inquiry. 
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Kenya 


Moi Expresses Distress Over Somali Situation 


EA0301125691 Nairobi Domestic Service in English 
1000 GMT 3 Jan 91 


{Excerpt} His Excellency President Daniel arap Moi said 
today that he was distressed by the escalation of mass 
killings and suffering of people, especially women and 
children, in the Republic of Somalia. The president said 
that the current situation in Somalia was more agonizing 
since it was a neighboring sister state. In a statement 
issucd at State House, Nakuru, President Moi appealed 
to all parties in the internal conflict to embark on full 
discussions to resolve their differences. He at the same 
time called on peaceloving nations to facilitate a stop- 
page to the killings and restoration of peace. [passage 
omitted] 


Somalia 


Fighting in Capital ‘Lessened in Intensity’ 


AB0201154891 Paris AFP in English 1514 GMT 
2 Jan 91 


[Text] Nairobi, Jan 2 (AFP) Fighting between govern- 
ment troops and rebels in the Somali capital Mogadishu 
lessened in intensity on Wednesday after three days of 
battle which caused “considerable losses” on both sides, 
diplomatic sources contacted from the Kenyan capital 
said. Troops loyal to President Mohamed Siad Barre 
were holding out firmly at the airport and the police 
headquarters. 


Fighting was continuing at Villa Somalia, the president's 
official residence, and at the port, and rebels of the 
United Somali Congress (USC) were still trying to sur- 
round the Halanle military base situated at the end of the 
airport runway, the sources said. An Airbus, the only 
plane in operation with Somali Airlines, was able how- 
ever to take off and make the flight to Nairobi’s inter- 
national Jomo Kenyatta airport. 


On Tuesday, the USC stated in London that Major- 
General Siad, officially said to the 69 years old, was 
trapped in an underground concrete bunker at the 
former military airport, with no means of escape. 


The Karian and Yaagqshid districts of the capital held by 
the USC were reported to be calm Wednesday, but the 
rebels appeared to have failed to take the radio and TV 
stations, which they claimed the previous day they had 
captured. Prime Minister Mohamed Hawadle Madar 
broadcast late Tuesday on the radio that “the bandits 
have been crushed’, a Somali diplomat here said. The 
army would return to barracks once the situation was 
normal and police would ensure security, the premier 
said. People were still trying to flee to the countryside. 
Diplomats said two MiG-17 jets had flown over the city 
on Tuesday. The Air Force has about half a dozen of 
them in airworthy condition. 


EAST AFRICA “ 


The Somali Embassy in Rome meanwhile warned the 
Italian government about its plans to send in military 
planes to evacuate about 350 Italians and 100 other 
foreigners from Mogadishu. It said Rome should not 
“fan the fle .es of the crisis by provoking a war with 
incalculable consequences”. Any intervention would be 
interpreted by the Somali Government as a destabilising 
manoeuvre which could compromise present good bilat- 
eral relations, the embassy said. 


The Interior Ministry had reported there was no fighting 
of a kind to threaten the foreign community, but onlt 
“small clashes between the forces of order and common 
criminals’, the embassy said. It added that Mogadishu 
was “as calm as any European capital” and that “free 
elections” would be held as scheduled in February. In 
Paris, the admiralty said a French frigate with the Gulf 
force has been diverted to take up position off the Somali 
coast, but had no orders to evacuate foreigners. 


The USC, founded in Rome in 1989, began a military 
offensive in July last year. Operating in central Somalia, 
it is One of three main rebel movements out to topple 
Maj.-Gen. Said’s 21-year-old regime. Reportedly 
divided in its leadership, the USC is largely made up by 
the Hawiye clan, whose heartland includes Mogadishu, 
and has enjoyed widespread backing in business and 
administrative circles there. 


Like the largely Issaq Somali National Movement 
(SNM), which holds virtually all northern Somalia, and 
the Ogadeni-based Somali Patriotic Movement (SPM) in 
the south, the USC has dismissed official moves towards 
multipary democracy as a sham. 


Initially a populist who introduced a socialist system on 
seizing power in 1969, Maj.-Gen. Said established an 
autocratic regime. For more than a year, its grip has been 
largely confined to the capital itself, which has been 
wracked by increasing violence. 


UN Official Says No Fighting Around Airport 


AB0201200291 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 2 Jan 9] 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] The last group of United Nations personnel to be 
evacuated from Mogadishu has now arrived on a special 
flight at Nairobi airport. Among them was (David 
Basouney), the chief representative in Mogadishu for the 
UN Children’s Fund who spoke to reporters at the 
airport, and he was asked first if it was clear who was in 
control of Mogadishu. 


[Begin recording] [(Basouney)] I do not think it 1s really 
very clear, because these movements are very limited 
You are not very sure as to exactly who 1s in control. 


[Unidentified reporter] Have you any idea how many 
people have been killed this week? 


10 EAST AFRICA 


{(Basouney)] | have no idea, because our movements 
have been very much limited. But, well the best we hear 
is that a lot of people have been killed. 


[Reporter] Was it difficult to get to the airport? 
[(Basouney)] It was not difficult. 


[Reporter] Is there any fighting going on around the 
airport? 
{[(Basouney)] No, not all. None that I could see. 


[Reporter] Whatever, then, have you seen of fighting in 
Mogadishu? 


{(Basouney)] Well only noise of bombardments and 
guns, but nothing else. 


[Reporter] Are people going about at all during the day 
or are they staying indoors? 


[(Basouney)] Peop!e are going about their work, but, as I 
said, it is very much limited. 


[Reporter] The Somali Government has said today that 
Mogadishu is just as peaceful as a European capital, is 
that right? 


{(Basouney)] Well, that 1s what they say. [end recording] 


EC Appeals to Government for Cease-Fire 


AU0201174191 Paris AFP in English 1715 GMT 
2 Jan 91 


[Text] Brussels, Jan 2 (AFP) — The European Commu- 
nity (EC) appealed to the Somali Government and rebel 
forces on Wednesday [2 January] to agree to a cease-fire 
on Thursday. 


In a statement released here Wednesday, the EC said a 
cease-fire could pave the way for a “dialogue” and 
“negotiations” leading to fulfillment of the “legitimate 
aspirations of the population of the country.” 


The 12 EC countries also expressed their “utmost con- 
cern” about violence in the Somali capital Mogadishu 
and the “fate of their nationals” in the country. 


President Decrees Cease-Fire Effective 2 Jan 


EA0201192091 Mogadishu Domestic Service in Somali 
1700 GMT 2 Jan 91 


[Text] A statement released by the Office of the Somali 
President decrees that from 1700 GMT there should be 
a cease-fire, and that the Somali Armed Forces should 
remain in their defensive positions and should later 
return to their barracks, while the civilians should do the 
same. Firing should cease and stability should be 
restored to the city. 
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Prime Minister, Elders Discuss Situation 


EA0201191891 Mogadishu Domestic Service in Somali 
1700 GMT 2 Jan 91 


[Text] Today Somali prime minister and elders of Mog- 
adishu have been deliberating jointly and at length on 
the current security situation in Hamar [Mogadishu]. 
The elders were led by Haji Omar [last name indistinct], 
Abdi Qorey, (Haji Ahmad Fage), and Abdullah Ga’al 
Sabriyeh. They resolved to jointly and quickly find a 
solution to the problems which have engulfed the city, to 
stop the bloodbath in the city, and to protect public and 
private property. 


To implement these resolutions, the two sides agreed: 
that there is need for an immediate end to the shooung 
and a restoration of peace; that the Somali Police should 
take over the peacekeeping role in Mogadishu; that the 
Somali Armed Forces should return to their bases [words 
indistinct]; and that the people involved in the fighting 
should observe a cease-fire to allow stability to return. 


As soon as these resolutions are implemented, the way 
will be open for negotiations on the general problems in 
the country. The premier appeals to the Somali masses to 
stay in their houses and maintain law and order. The 
premier expressed his gratitude to the elders for their 
peace efforts in the spirit of Somali patriotism and 
appealed to them to ensure the return of stability and 
resolve the situation. 


Siad Barre Holds Talks With Elders on Peace 


FA0201231691 Mogadishu Domestic Service in Somali 
1947 GMT 2 Jan 91 


[Text] Welcome listeners, to a special program in which 
you will hear Somali President Mohamed Siad Barre, 
who held talks today with some elders of Banadir Region 
on issues regarding joint efforts in restoring peace and 
stability. Religous leaders have said that where there is 
water, there is life. Similarly, where there is peace, 
development takes place. The Somali people waged a 
long struggle and made sacrifices in achieving their 
freedom in unity, cooperation, and brotherhood. Reli- 
gious leaders say it is easy to achieve independence, but 
what is difficult is to safeguard it. 


The Somali people have once again been faced with the 
question of preserving their independence. It is only 
through unity and cooperation that this can be achieved. 
They have to reach a united decision through Islamic 
principles and in accordance with Somali tradition. The 
Somali people have the same history, tradition, lan- 
guage, and religion; all these are signs of a united nation 
which possesses qualities that make it a nation to realize 
their aspirations. These qualities are lacking in many 
nations in the continent of Africa, but God has blessed 
our nation with these qualities. The Somali people 
should thank God for having blessed them with such 
qualities and should strive to maintain the nation and 
safeguard it and be proud of having such qualities. 


FBIS-AFR-91-002 
3 January 1991 


Is it possible for us to be a united nation if we (?mistrust) 
one another? I am not sure about that. Our nation is a 
united nation and I hope we will not be a united nation 
that does not [words indistinct]. 


This afternoon Somali President Mohamed Siad Barre 
met and held talks with some elders of Benadir Region 
on how to restore peace in the country and particularly 
on how peace can be restored to Mogadishu, where for 
the past four days there has existed a state of anarchy in 
which Somali people have lost their lives. While some 
were wounded, others had their property destroyed, 
others are faced with starvation, and others are confused 
and running from one part of Mogadishu to another. It 
appears that at times these people do not know from 
what they are running. Some people are still living in 
their homes which others have fled, while others are 
running toward areas from where others fled, and others 
are fleeing in the direction of others. 


This situation has brought tremendous problems for our 
people. Let us remember that there are people faced with 
difficulties, such as the disabled, the aged, the sick and 
the displaced. These people, as we all know, cannot flee 
due to their disabilities. These problems facing us are 
caused by able-bodied people who are bent on causing 
trouble, harming fellow Muslims, and looting their prop- 
erty. These troublemakers who are causing the Somali 
people such great problems are not willing to assist the 
Somalis. If they happen to see a disabled person on the 
way, they will not carry him along with them, nor are 
they ready to assist the aged, the sick, or the wounded. So 
you Somali people, are these things in our interest? The 
answer is no. 


Therefore, in order to stop this crisis, a meeting took 
place today between the Somali president, prime min- 
ister, cabinet, and some elders who live in Penadir 
Region to find a solution to the crisis. 


Among the elders who took part in the meeting were 
Omar Husayn Abdi Qorey, Haji Ahmad Rageh, 
Abdullah Ga’al Sabriyeh, (Haji Omar Mui‘alin), and 
[name indistinct]. The elders expressed their views at the 
meeting on how a solution could be found to the crisis 
which has engulfed the Somali people and particularly 
the state of anarchy which has befallen Mogadishu and 
its residents. 


Speaks at Meeting 


FA0201233291 Mogadishu Domestic Service in Somali 
2001 GMT 2 Jan 91 


[Speech by President Mohamed Siad Barre at a meeting 
with elders in Mogadishu on 2 January—recorded] 


[Text] In the name of God the compassionate. | pray to 
God that our meeting may be a success [words indistinct] 
whoever has started the problem, you are aware of the 
exchange of fire. This is not in the interest of the Somali 
masses. The Somali masses would value an immediate 
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halt to the bloodshed. If they do not stop it, who will stop 
the bloodshed? Be they the foreigners or Somalis, [words 
indistinct]. 


It is in everybody's interest to find ways ot stopping the 
flow of blood. As president, I appeal to you for an end to 
the bloodbath. Let the Army stop. Let the civilians stop. 
Let the bloodshed be stopped. Let the fighting be brought 
to an end. Nothing can be gained from firing bullets. 
Therefore let the firing stop. Let us jointly confront 
armed thieves who forcibly remove vehicles and loot 
houses. Let us jointly face these thieves who wear dif- 
ferent clothes. That is my advice. 


My decree is that a cease-fire be observed. At 1700 GMT 
tonight, I say let the Army observe a cease-fire in place. 
The same thing applies to those civilians who are firing 
bullets. 


[Words indistinct] in this crisis, | believe many innocent 
people have been killed or wounded. Let this be stopped. 
The other point is: Let the civilians return to their houses 
and live in peace. Should there be a bad spectacle, let 
them report it to the authorities, especially the police. 
Let them report so that we can solve the problem. Let 
these ugly activities be discarded. Let the guns be sur- 
rendered and the killing be brought to an end, and let 
peace be sought in unison. 


As has been mentioned by the elders, Somalis hold a 
dialogue [words indistinct]. | am very displeased by 
foreign allegations and other stories which will not cause 
us to turn our heads. They are not beneficial to us. If we 
embark on something, do not let the foreigners lend us a 
hand [words indistinct]. Let us concern ourselves with 
our general interests. 


I do not disagree with the elders’ calls. | do not care 
about the allegations that the president is out of touch 
with his leadership. | would like [words indistinct] let the 
masses speak out so that | may know their demands. We 
make utterances but we do not implement things. It 1s 
my belief that if we—the government and you— 
diligently perform [word indistinct], we can achieve a 
new peace for the country [words indistinct]. I agree with 
what the elders said, that this situation must be solved. It 
is a good idea. Let us restore peace for our people. 


Rebels ‘Poorly Equipped’; Government Shorthanded 


AB0201200691 Paris AFP in English 1953 GMT 
2 Jan 91 


[Text] Nairobi, Jan 2 (AFP)}—Witnesses to fighting in 
the Somali capital Mogadishu, who arrived here by plane 
Wednesday, said rebels forces appeared poorly equipped 
but that government forces were short of manpower. 
Three days of fighting between rebels of the United 
Somali Congress (USC) and the forces of President 
Mohamed Said Barre eased Wednesday, diplomats said 
earlier, adding that there had been “considerable losses” 
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on both sides. They said troops loyal to the president 
were holding out firmly at the airport and police head- 
quarters. 


The five witnesses arriving Wednesday, who asked not to 
be identified to protect local Somali employees still 
working in Mogadishu, also said the worst of the fighting 
was in the north of the capital. From the plane they had 
seen women and children streaming out of the city, they 
said. They said the radio was still broadcasting but the 
television had fallen silent. 


They said that when fighting broke out Sunday two 
Libyan cargo planes “probably loaded with arms arrived 
at the airport.” “The rebels wear white head bands to 
recognise One another,” they said, adding that the “sol- 
diers duck out of the sight as soon as they see them.” 


Rebels Say No Truce Until Siad Leaves 


AB0301110091 London BBC World Service in English 
0730 GMT 3 Jan 90 


[From the “African news”’] 


[Text] The rebel group fighting Somali Government 
forces for control of the capital, Mogadishu, has 
responded to a call for a cease-fire by President Siad 
Barre. A spokesman for the United Somali Congress 
[USC] speaking from Rome, said it would not agree to a 
truce until President Siad Barre left the country, but it 
might consider a temporary lull in the fighting. Several 
hundred people are thought to have been killed in the 
fighting in Mogadishu since Sunday. A report on Radio 
Mogadishu said there has been a state of anarchy in the 
capital with people fleeing from one part of the city to 
another, and some facing starvation. 


AS more countries prepare to fly their nationals out of 
the country, the United States has ordered the imme- 
diate evacuation of its embassy. An American 
spokesman said it was impossible to say which side had 
control in any part of Mogadishu. 


Rebels Reject alian Evacuation, Mediation 


AU0201175991 Paris AFP in English 1746 GMT 
2 Jan 91 


[Text] Rome, Jan 2 (AFP) — A Somali rebel group said 
here Wednesday [2 January] it will not allow Italian 
military planes to evacuate foreigners from the embat- 
tled Somali capital Mogadishu. 


Foreigners will only be let out under Red Cross auspices, 
said a spokesman for the rebel United Somali Congress, 
which is currently locked in fighting in Mogadishu with 
the forces of President Mohamed Siad Barre. 


The Congress also “categorically rejects” offers by the 
Italian and Egyptian governments to mediate in the 
fighting between rebels and government forces, the 
spokesman said. 
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He repeated that the movement wanted a “national 
meeting” convened “among all the democratic forces 
under the aegis of the United Nations, without any other 
outside interference, to reach a peaceful and democratic 
solution on the future of Somalia”. 


Italy had said Tuesday it was sending military transport 
planes to the region to try to bring out some 350 Italian 
nationals and about 100 other Westerners still in Mogadishu. 


The Congress, its spokesman said, “had nothing against” 
such an operation and could “guarantee that this evac- 
uation will go ahead on complete safety”. 


However it should be organized “only under the aegis of 
the Red Cross and United Nations”. 


The spokesman also stressed that the rebel movement 
was “concerned” that Italy planned to send a frigate to 
the Bay of Mogadishu. The vessel is currently in the Gulf 
helping to enforce the trade embargo against Iraq. 


Not To Interfere With Embargo 


AU0301093091 Rome ANSA in English 0849 GMT 
3 Jan 91 


[Text] (ANSA}—Rome, 3 January—Defense Minister 
Virginio Rognoni reported Wednesday the details of an 
air and sea evacuation plan for lifting Italians and other 
foreign nationals out of Somalia where bloody fighting 
was reported in the capital as rebel forces appeared close 
to toppling the regime led for the past 2! years by 
President Mohamed Siad Barre. 


The first step in the plan, said the minister, is the 
“redeployment of air force transport planes to the 
Nairobi airport to await transfer to Mogadishu as soon as 
conditions allow air evacuation. Aboard the planes are 
members of the Colonel Moschin Paratroopers Battalion 
with duties of surveillance and protecting the embarka- 
tion operations.” 


Rognoni said the second step was the “redeployment” of 
an Italian naval frigate of the Twentieth Naval Group 
now in the Gulf to waters off the Pori of Mogadishu for 
the mission of “assisting and protecting a possible evac- 
uation by sea, aboard a merchant ship, if the air opera- 
tion is unfeasible.” 


The minister, in a note issued by the ministry, explained 
that the redeployment of the frigate will have no bearing 
on the Italian commitment to enforcing the United 
Nations embargo against Iraq because the frigate Orsa, 
due for rotation back to Italy, will be used for the mission 
off Somalia. 


Sea patrols in Gulf waters planned for Italian warships will 
not be altered by the evacuation plan because the operations 
of the two remaining frigates will be stepped up and these 
units will be joined by the torpedo-boat destroyer Audace, 
scheduled to leave the Spezia port Thursday. 
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The air force planes, two Hercules C-130's and two 
G-222’s, will (take off?) later Wednesday from their Pisa 
base and the frigate Orsa, along with the support ship 
Stromboli, will leave Gulf waters when their orders have 
been cut, the minister said. 


Planes Not Carrying ‘Combat Personnel’ 


AU0301112091 Rome ANSA in English 1027 GMT 
3 Jan 9] 


[Text] (ANSA}—Rome, janaury 3—Two Italian trans- 
port planes which left Pisa airport late yesterday evening 
for Nairobi to fly out Italian and other evacuees from 
strife-torn Mogadishu are not carrying “combat person- 
nel,” the Italian Foreign Ministry s Deputy Spokesman 
Vittorio Surdo said. 


He told reporters at an official press briefing that he 
could “categorically rule out” the presence of combat- 
ants on board the C-130’s. He also said that the Italian 
frigate Zeffiro, is sailing from the Gulf to the Bay of 
Mogadishu. 


(Sources at the Italian Air Force base in Pisa said that the 
planes took off at 2145 GMT and are expected in 
Nairobi at about 1300 GMT today. The sources said a 
shuttle service would probably be organized for the 
evacuation froni Mogadishu.) 


Citing information arriving from the Italian Embassy in 
the Somali capital, which is still linked to the ministry's 
crisis unit via a satellite radio link, Surdo said fighting is 
continuing, but at about 1600 GMT had died in the town 
neighborhood where the embassy ts situated. 


According to the embassy’s information, no Italian and 
no foreigner has yet been reported as touched by the 
fighting which has now been raging in the city for five 
days as rebel forces seek to end the 21-year rule of 
President Siad Barre. 


After the refusal of government and guerrillas to allow 
foreigners to be evacuated by military planes, Surdo said 
the ministry is exploring the possibility of an evacuation 
under the Red Cross flag, or directly by the International 
Red Cross using Italian transport. 


The deputy spokesman said this was the purpose of 
ongoing contacts with the Somali: authorities and oppo- 
sition Organizations in Rome, Addis Ababa, and 
London. 


“The Italian government intends to pursue the prepara- 
tion of evacuation plans so that all those who want to 
leave Somalia can do so as soon as possible,’ Surdo 
added in reference to an Italian proposal a couple of days 
ago for a truce to enable the estimated 450 Westerners in 
Mogadishu to be brought out. 


Earlier, a statement from the Rome Foreign Ministry 
said the truce proposal—from 0800-1800 today—had 
been endorsed by the 12-nation European Community. 
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According to the statement, the community also voiced 
the hope that “the sides in conflict can find a solution for 
the legitimate aspirations of the nation’s population in 
dialogue and negotiations, avoiding further mourning.” 


In other remarks, Surdo said he found a statement issued 
by the Somali Consul-General in Rome yesterday 
morning claiming that the dispatch of Italian Air Force 
planes to evacuate the foreigners would be inadmissible, 
to be “absolutely incomprehensible.” 


According to Surdo, when the Foreign Ministry asked for 
“clarification,” the charge d'affaires at the Somali 
Embassy replied by denying the statement. 


Surdo also said that the information available at the 
ministry's crisis unit here in the late afternoon was not 
sufficient to get a precise idea of how the fighting is 
developing. 


Uganda 


Museveni Speaks on Economy in New Year Address 


£40101221591 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1830 GMT 31 Dec 90 


[President Museveni New Year message in Kampala on 
31 December—live or recorded] 


[Text] Fellow Ugandans: Let me begin by congratulating 
you for completing the year 1990. I thank you for 
whatever you have done and you have been able to do for 
yourselves, for your families, and for Uganda. Your 
country expects more work and dedication from all of 
you this coming year of 1991, which is just beginning. 


Our economy has been adversely affected by two major 
events. First, the decline of coffee prices following the 
collapse of the negotiations for a new international 
coffee agreement in July 1990 and the suspension of the 
coffee quota system thereafter. Secondly, the Gulf crisis 
has also led to the escalation of prices of oil and oil 
products worldwide. 


In spite of the above adverse factors, the economy 
continued to register improvement throughout the year. 
At the end of November 1990, the inflation rate had 
dropped to a rate of 26.7 percent, compared to a rate of 
67.6 percent in November 1989. The lowest inflation 
rate achieved in the year we are just ending occurred in 
July, when a rate of growth [as heard] of 22.6 percent was 
recorded, i.e. 22.6 percent if it had remained like that for 
the whole year and not for one month. Since July, there 
has been a rise in the rate of inflation due to the Gulf 
crisis. The effect has been the doubling of the price of oil. 
We therefore had to reduce the importation of oil by 30 
percent in order to manage with the meagre foreign 
earnings at our disposal. Secondly, the drought which 
affected the matoke [banana] growing areas, especially in 
the west of the country, affected food prices. 
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Between 1987-1989, growth in GDP averaged 6.4 per- 
cent, but the proyected average for the year just ended 1s 
just Over six percent. Owing to the worsening of the 
external economic environment, a foreign exchange 
financing gap of $55 million is anticipated between 
January and June 1991. 


Since the suspension of the quota system for coffee in 
1989, the prices of coffee have slumped as many of the 
producing countries increased their exports. some 
because they were anxious to liquidate their stocks, while 
others began dumping in anticipation of a future quota. 
As a result of the free market, total exports reached the 
high level of 81.7 million bags, while the average before 
the collapse of the agreement, i.e. between 1985 and 
1989, had remained around 68 million bags, when the 
average earnings for the 68 million bags had been around 
$10.8 billion. The higher average of 81.7 million bags has 
been bringing in a miserable average of $6.9 billion 
dollars. In other words, when we were exporting much 
less coffee, we were earning $10.8 billion. Now that we 
are exporting much less coffee, we were earning only 
$6.9 billion in the whole coffee-producing part of the 
world. [sentence as heard] This is not for us only, it 1s for 
the whole world members who produce coffee. Loss of 
revenue for individual countries has varied depending 
on the type of cotfee produced, but the estimate of value 
reduction is over 30 percent for Arabica and 40 percent 
for Robusta. 


Uganda's average earnings’ spot before the quotas were 
suspended amounted to about 2.41 million bags per 
annum, bringing in an average of $320 million. In the 
year 1989 and 1990, Uganda exported 2.365 million 
bags, but earned only $140 million or about 52 percent 
below the 1988-89 earnings for almost the same amount 
of coffee. 


Due to various problems, coffee deliveries to the Coffee 
Marketing Board [CMB] declined by 25.6 percent and 
the dispatches from the CMB to the sea by 15 percent 
during !989-90 compared to 1988/89. Some of these 
problems have, however, been effectively tackled by 
government. The problem of transport has eased because 
government imported lorries, which have been distrib- 
uted to farmers, to unions, and to private processors. 
Additional feeder roads in many of the coffee-growing 
areas have been graded. Power failure in the processing 
factories is another problem which has considerably 
been alleviated through the importation and distribution 
of generators to the processors. In the past year, private 
processors have been greatly encouraged by government 
and they are now providing strong and healthy compe- 
tition to the unions. 


A far-reaching liberalization and restructing exercise has 
been undertaken in our premier industry to increase its 
efficiency. First we liberalized the export of coffee by 
allowing four cooperative unions to export coffee, and | 
am informed that their performance so far 1s good. We 
are also in the process of replacing the current Coffee 
Marketing Board by two coffee organizations, 1.c. the 
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Coffee Marketing Board Ltd. [CMBL] and the Uganda 
Coffee Development Authority [CDA]. The CMBL will 
deal with aspects of the coffee export, while the Uganda 
CDA will undertake the overall supervision and devel- 
opment of the coffee industry. A bill to establish the 
authority will soon be tabled in the ‘National Resistance 
Council. We hope that these meas ires being taken to 
restructure the coffee industry will go a long way in 
streamlining the operations of the industry to the satis- 
faction of all of you involved in the coffee industry. 


The low level of domestic revenue is one of the primary 
constraints of Uganda's economic stability and develop- 
ment. Aggregate revenue remained about six percent of 
GDP and 1s one of the lowest levels in Africa. In other 
countries of the world, tax collections amount to about 
30 percent of GDP. but, as we hear, our own tax 
collections amount to only six percent of GDP. Very low 
indeed. No wonder, therefore, that we don’t have enough 
revenue to solve so many of our problems. to increase 
wages. to finance development, to finance other ele- 
ments of the recurrent budget. 


Government has given considerable thought to this 
problem of low levels of tax collection. In the 1990/91 
budget speech, the idea of an independent tax authority 
was mooted. The government will do all in its power to 
improve revenue collection in the near future, but you. 
the citizens of Uganda, must know that if you dodge your 
tax obligations, you are doing a disservice to your 
country. Your country cannot develop without revenue. 
and revenues come from taxes. In many developed 
countries, tax evasion is a serious offence for which 
evaders pay dearly when apprehended. 


In Uganda, the magendo [black market] economy 
spawned a huge informal sector—created a huge 
informal sector—and tax collection has been particularly 
difficult in this sector. It is not easy to collect taxes from 
the magendoists [black marketeers]. This 1s what we 
mean by the informal sector. The informal sector means 
the speculators, people who do business but not in fixed 
premises and who do not keep records and whose 
activities are not easily monitorable by the tax authori- 
ties. Even before government takes drastic and appro- 
priate steps to collect taxes from the informal sector, | 
appeal to your patriotism. Pay your taxes. Do not leave 
the payment of taxes to the peasants and the poor public 
servants. 


If the picture I have so far painted is a gloomy one, relax. 
There is a brighter side. Shady foreign exchange opera- 
tions known as the (Kibanda) market were legitimized 
through the decisions taken in the 1990-91 financial year 
to allow private and government banks as well as indi- 
viduals to register and operate foreign exchange bureaus. 
This has the salutary result of stabilizing the exchange 
rates and of encouraging the inflow of foreign exchange. 
Attempts have been made to address the foreign 
exchange crisis through increased and diversified 
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exports. The call to diversify and increase exports has 
met with encouraging response, but a lot of effort is still 
needed in this direction. 


Let me use this opportunity to once again congratulate 
our national football team, the Cranes, for the lifting of 
the Eastern African challenge cup for the second time 
running. They have made us feel proud. We look forward 
to the lifting of the Africa Cup, and to our participation 
in the World Cup championship in 1994. This was only 
the beginning of our ascendancy in the world of sports 
competitions. This is a good beginning. Keep up the 
spirit. 


(?Since) the establishment of the national resistance 
administration in 1986 we have energetically tried to 
cultivate good neighborliness. We have supported 
regional cooperation in all fields of hur an endeavor. We 
have supported continental cooperation. Uganda has 
chaired the PTA [Preferential Trade Area] and Uganda 
is now chairing the OAU. This is a recognition by 
Africans that we are serious in matters, regional and 
continental, and that we are committed to amity 
between us and our neighbors on the continent and 
beyond. Our commitment to good neighborliness has 
never wavered and will not waver. Good neighborliness 
iS to Our mutual advantage. That is why the recent turn 
of events in Rwanda has been extremely agonizing to us. 


Let me restate categorically that the Government of 
Uganda had no prior knowledge of the invasion of 
Rwanda by the Rwandan refugees who domiciled here. 
On several occasions, before and after the October 
invasion, | have had the opportunity to discuss this 
problem of Banyarwanda refugees with President Hab- 
yarimana, and on each occasion I have urged a political 
solution to the problem. I still do urge the Banyarwanda 
now fighting one another to find a political solution to 
the refugee problem. 


Uganda until recently had a monumental refugee 
problem of her own. When we took over power some five 
years ago, around 500,000 Ugandans had taken refuge in 
Zaire and Sudan. We managed to persuade these people 
to return to their motherland. Our call was overwhelm- 
ingly heeded because we were able to create the necessary 
confidence among them. and they have been resettled 
and reintegrated into our society. The Rwandese refu- 
gees have been [word indistinct] for slightly over 30 
years, and the majornty of those people were too young to 
be involved in the conflict that (°raised) the departure of 
their parents from Rwanda 


Thirty years is a long time. long enough for tempers to 
cool and for wounds to heal. We, therefore, urge the 
Rwandans to seek a permanent and political solution to 
the refugee problem quickly, as war is extremely destruc- 
tive, and as there can be no winners in such a conflict. 
We promise to offer our good offices whenever we are 
called upon to do so to resolve the internecine conflict. 


If we have managed to accomodate and reintegrate half 
a million Ugandans in such a short time, Rwanda can 
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also try, especially if it gets international support. Pro- 
vided the will is there, the resettlement of the Ban- 
yarwanda refugees can be accomplished by the Govern- 
ment of Rwanda and, as | have already said, with 
international support. 


Some of our neighbors have long believed that the 
National Resistance Movement is bent on exporting 
revolution. My experience ts that no two revolutions can 
be the same because revolutions arise out of circum- 
stances of specific situations which can never be {word 
indistinct]. I, therefore, do not believe that revolutions 
are exportable. Even if they were, we are definitely not in 
that business now and we do not intend to establish such 
an enterprise in future. 


There was a great excitement here in Uganda and Africa 
in general when Nelson Mandela was released from jail 
in February last year. Since his release we have had the 
opportunity to welcome Comrade Mandela several times 
in Uganda. A few weeks ago, Oliver Tambo returned to 
his motherland after 30 years in exile. Several measures 
have been taken to end petty apartheid in South Africa. 
All this 1s welcome. 


However, the rea! apartheid 1s still in place. The majority 
of the South Africans have not yet been integrated into 
the political process there, and are not free to enjoy their 
basic human rights in their own country. There is aiso a 
serious, disturbing and [word indistinct] crisis in South 
Africa. We hear of the black-on-black violence there 
which has taken a tremendous toll in the last few months. 
Somebody is obviously trying to confuse our brothers 
and sisters there. There is a similar plot afoot. We urge 
our brothers and sisters to identify their enemy clearly. 
The blacks in South Africa can only realize their 
common aspirations if they hang together in this struggle 
or else they will hang separately. 


Man must learn to resolve conflicts without resorting to 
war. With the instruments of war that man has been able 
to invent this century, if we resort to war, especially to a 
war which has the capacity to become global, then man 
will turn this planet into a terrible inferno, a pyre of 
humanity. That will be our end. Let us never tire to talk. 
Let us use our tongues as instruments for peace. As | 
speak now, the clock of war is ticking away in the Gulf, 
and if war does indeed break out, there is no way of 
knowing how far the fire will burn because in all wars it 
is difficult to accurately forecast the results. Wars once 
started have a dynamism of their own, and there 1s no 
way of knowing where or when they will stop. Besides, in 
an increasingly interdependent world, there are no win- 
ners in war. We are all losers. So I call upon the forces 
ranged against each other in the Gulf to resolve the 
conflict peacefully. The world cannot afford a war where 
the most destructive weapons that man has ever 
invented are likely to be used. 


Once again I wish you the best of luck in this new year. 
Thank you very much. 
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*Coffee Price Hike ‘Should Increase Production’ 


914F0307A Kampala THE NEW VISION in English 
7 Nov 90 p4 


{Monetary units as published] 


[Text] Government has increased producer prices of 
coffe. for the second time in less than 5 months. The 
price for Arabica coffee has almost been doubled from 
180/= to 350/= per kilo and Robusta from 75/= to 120/= 
per kilo. 


Obviously, these are still below world market prices but 
that the government has decided to review them at this 
time, marks a fundamental departure from the tradition 
of increasing prices on the budget day, a time when 
consumer prices of other goods also go up. 


This is an important signal from the government that the 
authorities are beginning to appreciate the contribution 
made by farmers as creators of national wealth, and that 
the move was on to reward them. 


By paying unrealistically low prices to the farmers, the 
government was indirectly taxing them disproportion- 
ately and turning over that ta» for the enjoyment of a 
selected group of importers who use the foreign exchange 
earned from the coffee sales. 


This unfavourable trend has persisieu { »r decades in this 
country, forcing many of the farmers io abandon coffee 
and turn to other more paying crops. This pathetic 
Situation was aggravated by corruption in cooperatives 
where crop finance meant for farmers would fizzle out in 
thin air leaving stacks and stacks of unsold coffee in 
farmers’ stores. 


The decision to increase prices should therefore reassure 
coffee farmers all over the country that goveriament 
appreciates their contribution and is therefore prepared 
to reward them appropriately. 


This positive change should encourage them to produce 
more coffee in order to reap the benefits of the price 
increase, especially at this time when the value of the 
shilling is stable—an indication that their gains will be 
absolute. 


*Border Trade With Kenya Liberalized 


9]AF0307B Kampala THE NEW VISION in English 
6 Nov 90 p 10 


[Text] Border trade import and export permits have been 
introduced at Malaba and Busia and are to be imple- 
mented soon. 


The DA [District Assistant] Tororo, Mr Fred Mukisa 
announced this during a meeting with heads of depart- 
ments at Malaba border town recently. 
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He said this was a move aimed at curbing smuggling, 
assisting the small trader as well as promoting the NRM 
{National Resistance Movement] government's export 


policy. 


Mukisa said the decision was reached at by the Ministry 
of Commerce after the district heads had recommended 
that border trade be liberalised and legalised at a lower 
level, under the supervision of district officers. 


The DA reiterated government’s policy of reducing taxes 
on locally manufactured goods to enable them [to] com- 
pete favourably with imported goods. 


The permits will be issued by the office of the Trade 
Development Officer (TDO). Goods to be covered under 
these permits include agricultural products like millet, 
sorghum, oranges, peas, mangoes, cabbages, tobacco. 
rice, onions cassava flour, ginger, pineapples, potatoes, 
groundnuts, simsim and fish—both fresh and smoked. 
No export duty will be charged on them. 


Imports include agricultural inputs and products from 
neighbouring countries, building materials, household 
goods and clothing. An import duty and sales tax will be 
levied on these items, and a cost, insurance and freight 
(COF) fee of | percent be paid to the ministry of 
commerce. 


The maximum value of goods expected from each permit 
is US$5,000 and the minimum, US$100. 


The permits are valid for 6 months from the date of 
issue, and no trader will be allowed to import goods 
beyond the stated maximum value in the 6 months 
unless another permit has been secured. 


*1991 Census To Follow Improved Procedures 


9]AF0307E Kampala THE NEW VISION in English 
31 Oct 90 pp 1, 12 


{Article by Vivian Asedri] 


[Excerpts] Government has set 11 January 1991 as the 
national census day throughout the country, the minister 
of state for planning and economic development, Mr 
Mathew Rukikaire announced in the National Resis- 
tance Council (NRC) yesterday. 


In a ministerial statement on the 1991 population and 
housing census, Mr Rukikiire said, although actual 
counting starts in the morning of 12 January 1991. 
“enumerators will visit each and every household in 
Uganda, asking questions relating to each person who 
stayed in their house on the night of 11 January 1991.” 


He said the head of the household or any other respon- 
sible member of the household will be asked to give 
information relating to the socio-economic circum- 
stances of the household, including housing conditions. 


The minister said census mapping has been completed in 
most of the 34 districts, but he noted that there will be 
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some districts which cannot be mapped due to insuffi- 
cient time and the fact that the prevalence of intermit- 
tent insecurity in some districts made it difficult for 


mapping. 


He added that “census enumeration will, however, be 
Carried out in these districts relying mainly on the RC 
{Resistance Committee] I structures.” 


He told the Council that census questionnaire and other 
census documents have been completed and are cur- 
rently being printed, ready for distribution by tomorrow, 
1 November 1990. 


He said data processing facilities to handle the census 
results are also in place and 50 computers have arrived in 
the country for the purpose. 


Mr Rukikaire said the major work remaining to be done is 
mainly to do with the recruitment and training of census 
field workers—supervisors and enumerators—which has 
veen scheduled for November. [passage omitted] 


The minister said, it is expected that about !.000 RC III 
level supervisors, 10,000 RC II level supervisors and 40,000 
enumerators will be required to carry out the census. 


In addition, about 40,000 guides will be needed to work 
with the enumerators and these will mostly be RC | 
Chairman, Mr Rukikaire said. He added that recruit- 
ment of all the field workers will be done locally by the 
district census authorities, with the advice and assistance 
of chiefs and RCs. 


Although it looks reasonable and cheaper in the Uganda 
context to use RCs to do the actual enumeration instead 
of recruiting special enumerators,” Rukikaire said, “one 
important fact militates against this,’ the minister said. 


He pointed out that the questions to be asked need very 
clear and technical answers and are printed in English. They 
are not easy to understand unless the enumerator has a good 
command of English and of the official language. 
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Mr Rukikaire observed that “a large number of our RC 
I officials who would be the type of people to use as 
enumerators, do not fall in this category. However, in 
their capacities as guides, the RC I Chairmen or their 
representatives will play the important role of political 
watchdog to the process.” 


The munister said previous census in Uganda were 
conducted without enumeration area maps. Instead of 
these maps, enumerators were given a verbal description 
of the area they had to cover or were shown around by 
chiefs or guides. 


He said that this method was susceptible to omissions or 
duplications of households and could lead to under or 
over enumeration of persons and houses. 


To avoid this, he said, the major preparatory activity for 
the 1991 census of population and housing has been 
updating maps and demarcating the boundaries of enu- 
meration areas. [passage omitted] 


Mr Rukikaire said the initial date of 30 November 1990 
for the national census of population and housing could 
not be attained because of the need to avoid Christmas 
and the New Year holidays interfering with the smooth 
and safe retrieval and storage of census field returns 
from the districts to census office in Kampala. 


He added that the change of date was also prompted by 
the need by the ministry to have access to students and 
teachers as manpower during school holidays in 
December and January. 


It has now been decided to declare |! January 1991 as 
the Census Day. “The actual enumeration is expected to 
commence on Saturday morning, |2 January 1991 all 
over the country. The exercise 1s expected to take 
between 2 to 7 days in each district, depending on such 
factors as population density, availability of people in 
their homes, security and communication,” he said. 


He said all persons, whether Ugandan citizen or not. who 
spend that night (11 January 1991) in Uganda must be 
counted. 
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Viok Announces Further Crime Prevention Measures 


4\fB0301091391 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
O80" GMT 3 Jan 91 


{ Text] Pretoria Jan 3 SAPA—Special police units to track 
down unlicenced firearms, and substantial rewards for 
information leading to the recovery of weaponry, are among 
crime-fighting measures announced by Law and Order 
Minister Adnaan Viok in Pretoria on Thursday [3 Jan]. 


Mr. Viok said the measures would form part of the 
police's anti-crime drive announced recently. 


He announced a reward of R{rand]6,000 for information 
leading to the recovery of an AK-47 nfle or any machinegun. 


The police would in addition pay rewards ranging from 
RSOO for a hand grenade to R5,000 for a radio- 
controlled explosive device, he said. 


Mr. Viok said the availability of AK-47 rifles was a 
source of great concern. 


“Il am convinced the removal of this type of weapon 
trom the community would lead to a great reduction in 
violent crimes,” he said. 


Mr. Viok said the firearm recovery units would be 
established wherever needed, countrywide. One such a 
unit would be formed immediately in Soweto. 


Because of their knowledge and experience, members 
and former members of the security branch would play a 
cardinal role in these units. 


Mr. Viok revealed that a robber—armed with an A«- 
47’—who died during a robbery attempt at the Voor- 
trekker Road Cash Butchery in Pretoria on December 23 
last year had been a trained PAC [Pan-Africanist Con- 
gress] “terrorist,” Ephraim Labakwe. He had left South 
Africa in 1976 to receive military training in places like 
Libya and China. 


Mr. Viok said an additional measure police had insti- 
tuted had been the formation of three “tourism support 
units.” on Johannesburg, Cape Town and Durban, to 
protect citizens and tourists against muggers and thieves. 


The public’s active support—such as joining neighbour- 
hood watches and becoming police reservists—was 
essential for the plan's success, Mr. Viok said. 


Other elements of the anti-crime blitz, dubbed “Opera- 

tion Sentry.” comprised the following: 

—A campaign to recruit at least 10,000 more police 
members within 12 months was going well: 

—Civilians would where possible replace police mem- 
bers performing administrative duties in order to free 
members for policing tasks; 

—Patrols, by vehicle and on foot, would be extended, 
while temporary crime reporting centres would be 
opened, and 

—Mr. Viok said former Koevoet [Namibian police coun- 
terinsurgency unit] members, employed temporarily 
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as civilians by the SA [South Afncan] Police, had 
tracked down as many as | 15,000 stolen head of cattle. 
The rustling units had moreover slashed the theft of 
Eskom [Electricity Supply Commission] power lines, 
decreasing losses from R3 million a month to 
R600,000 a month 


ANC’s MK To Defend Itself If Hunted Down 


M330301162191 Johannesburg SAP 1 in Enelish 
1429 GMT 3 Jan ¥1 


[Text] Johannesburg Jan 3 SAPA—If Umkhonto we 
Sizwe [MK—African National Congress military wing] 
cadres were hunted down like criminals they would have 
no option but to defend themselves, the African National 
Congress [ANC] said on Thursday in reaction to the 
police’s new anti-crime “Operation Sentry”. 


The ANC accused government of once again using the 
cloak of security to attack them. 


“We recognize crime 1s a major problem facing our 
country, but to equate action to combat crime with an 
attack on the ANC 1s irresponsible.” 


Law and Order Minister Adriaan Viok announced the 
anti-crime operation in Pretoria on Thursday, including 
special police units to track down unlicenced firearms 
and substantial rewards for information leading to the 
recovery of weaponry 


He announced a reward of R[rand]6000 for intormation 
leading to the recovery of an AK-47 rifle or any machine- 
gun, and rewards ranging from R800 for a hand grenade 
to RS000 for a radio-controlled explosive device 


The ANC said in a statement these explosives and grenades 
were not typical weapons used in crimes, and Mr. Viok 
knew “only too well” the source of AK-47 rifles 


By offering the rewards Mr. Viok was asking “our 
people” to become informers against the ANC 


Criminalising ANC members who possessed such 
weapons was in direct violation of the negotiation pro- 
cess, because the destiny of weaponry belonging to the 
ANC and MK was being discussed by the working group 
established by the Pretoria Minute 


“The ANC holds government responsible for the conse- 
quences of these foolhardy measures.” 


The ANC expressed concern members of the security 
branch would, according to Mr. Viok, play a pivotal role 
in firearm recovery units 


Government was deploying Koevoet [South West Africa 
counterinsurgency unit]}—“notorous for atrocities com- 
miteed during the war in Namitia”—in rural areas by 
using them to irack stolen cattle 


The ANC said where there had been “infrequent” vio- 
lations of organisational discipline regarding weapons. 
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the ANC and MK had taken necessary measures to 
combat these infringements of the code of conduct. 


The organisation called upon all their people to establish 
anti- crime units in their areas through democratic, 
responsible and accountable structures. 


“We must take responsibility for our own lives and 
well-being, and not allow Pretoria to use crime as a 
means to give the police, especially the security police, 
licence to hunt and kill our people. 


ANC Rejects Robbery Involvement Allegations 


MBO0201191691 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network 
in Afrikaans 1800 GMT 2 Dec 91 


[Excerpts] The southern African correspondent of Jane's 
Defense Weekly, Mr. Helmut Romer-Heitman, says 
members of the ANC’s [African National Congress] 
military wing, Umkhonto we Sizwe, have beeninvolved 
in the recent wave of armed robberies. [passage omitted] 


ANC spokesperson Ms. Gill Marcus says she rejects the 
allegations. Ms. Marcus said the ANC cannot be held 
responsible for the use of AK-47 rifles in the recent 
robberies. 


She said it is general knowledge that the police and the 
defense force are also in possession of large numbers of 
AK-47 rifles, captured in Angola and Mozambique. 


She said it is an oversimplification to lay the blame for 
the use of such weapons solely at the door of the ANC. 


Homeless Urged To Join ANC To Receive Land 


MB0201102091 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
2 Jan 91 p2 


{Report by Sy Makaringe: “Homeless ‘Told To Join ANC} 


[Text] Hundreds of homeless people on the Reef have 
been told to join the African National Congress [ANC] in 
order to be allocated sites at a squatter camp outside 
Lenasia. 


The mushrooming camp —at Lenasia Extension 9, 
south-west of Soweto—is being administered by execu- 
tive members of the ANC-aligned Operation Masakhane 
for the Homeless (Omhie). 


Its patron is Mr Andrew Miangeni, an ANC stalwart. 


In an investigation this week, a SOWETAN reporter who 
went to the squatter camp under the pretext of looking 
for a site, was asked by a high-ranking Omhie official if 
he was a member of the ANC or Inkatha. 


When he replied that he was not a member of cither 
organisation, he was told he either had to apply for an 
ANC membership card or give an undertaking that he 
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would commit himself to the organisation's “revolution- 
ary activities”. The activities, according to her, include j 
marches, formation of defence units and participation in 
ANC meetings. 


The woman, who wore a woolen belt in ANC colours 
around her waist, stressed that Inkatha members wouid 
never be allocated sites in the area because they were 
“reactionaries”. She did not make any mention of mem- 
bers of organisations such as the Pan-Africanist Congress 
and the Azanian People’s Organisation. 


“We don’t charge rent here because this forms part of 
our Struggle. I'm not a card-czrrying member myself, but 
I engage in all ANC activities,” she said. 


The investigation was carried out after a Tshiawelo man 
who wanted a site at the camp was asked by an Omhle 
official if he was a card-carrying member of the ANC. 


He said when he told the man he was not in possession of 
a membership card, he was asked to apply for one. 


Reacting to the investigation, Miangemi said he did not 
subscribe to the attitude because it was not only ANC 
members who were homeless, but also people who belonged 
to other organisations and those who were apolitical. 


PAC Member Hacked to Death by ANC Followers 


MB0201204091 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2020 GMT 2 Jan 91 


[Text] East London Jan 2 SAPA—A 23-year old member of 
the Komga branch of the Pan Africanist Congress [PAC]. 
Mr. Thembalethu Rasmeni, was hacked to death by ANC 
[African National Congress] members in fighting which 
broke out between the two political factions on Tuesday, 
according to police and ANC spokesmen. 


The Qumrha township was reported on Wednesday to be 
tense but quiet. 


The township residents are involved in a consumer 
boycott of the town’s white-owned businesses. They hc ve 
also had their water and electricity supply cut off by the 
Cape Provincial Administration (CPA), but clam PAC 
members have been given preferential treatment by the 
township administrator, Mr. Royden Thompson, who 
has been called upon to resign. 


The liaison officer for the police in the border region, 
Major Christo Louw, said Qumrha residents assaulted 
and killed Mr. Rasmeni before mobilising to attack a 
PAC squatter camp. 


He said the intervention of the police defused the 
situation and the residents turned back. Extra police 
patrols have been deployed in the township. 


The chairman of the PAC branch, Mr. Tutu Ndolose, on 
Wednesday night confirmed the killing. 


A spokesman for the ANC branch, Mr. Christopher 
Mitchell, said Mr. Rasmeni had been killed with “every 
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sort of weapon” the ANC members had. He said the 
branch leadership opposed the killing, but was unable to 


stop it. 


The residents threatened to mete out the same treatment 
to anyone who intervened in their efforts to attack the 
PAC camp. 


“We don't want violence. But the people reckon we don't 
take action against the provocation by PAC members in 
town,” he said. 


He said the ANC branch leadership had lost control over 
its members in Qumrha township. 


He claimed PAC members set off at least four teargas 
Canisters in the township after the killing. 


“We don't need to kill the se people. We need all of them. 
We have constantly called for them to return to their 
homes in the township, Mr. Mitchell said. 


Maj. Louw said another man, an ANC member, was 
being treated for 13 stab wounds. It was not known if the 
incident was connected with the faction fighting. 


Mr. Mitchell said the incident had occurred between two 
ANC.-aligned men. 


Education Official Urges ‘Critical’ Reforms 


MB0201122091 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1203 GMT 2 Jan 91 


[By Jonathon Rees] 


[Text] Johannesburg Jan 2 SAPA—The government's 
education policy could become an obstacle to future 
negotiations if all schools were not soon opened to all 
races, the Soweto Education Coordinating Commitice 
[SECC] said Wednesday [2 January]. 


“Unless schools are opened to all, education will be 
declared an obstacle to negotiations,” SECC chair Mr 
David Maepa told a Soweto press conference. 


Critical education needs—including a shortage of 
teachers, schools, classrooms, books and chalk—must be 
dealt with by government before the end of the first 
quarter of this year. 


He said political organisations had been lobbied to make 
urgent representations to government to warn of the 
imminent threat to negotiations. 


The SECC rejected conditional opening of schools on the 
basis of selective models proposed by Education Min- 
ister Piet Clase. 


Black schools open next Wednesday, bur 1990 matricu- 
lants still await their results, which seriously affects their 
ability to plan their lives and indicates government's 
uncaring attitude to the plight of the black child, Mr 
Maepa said. 


Despite an earnest back to school call early last year, 
black education in 1990 was heavily affected by high 
levels of violence in Reef townships, student stayaways 
and a protracted strike by teachers protesting against 
intolerable working conditions. 


Mr Maepa said parents would play a decisive role in 
education in 1991, in ensuring their children’s environ- 
ment was free of threat. 


Business had also been approached to begin a more 
constructive involvement in black education than just 
donating moncy. 


The SECC further called on government to make public 
their attitude towards the findings of the Van der Heever 
Commission into alleged corruption in the Department 
of Education and Training [DET]. 


They asked why officials implicated in corruption had 
simply been transferred to “cosy™ positions in DET head 
office. 


In 1989 only 41 per cent of black matriculants nationally 
were successful. In Soweto, 27 per cent passed their 
crucial final exams. 


There will, according to the SECC, be 244,000 black 
students in Soweto in 1991, with only space for 191,000. 
There were however 22,000 vacant placer in white 
schools, which were not used because of government's 
racially selective education policy, the SECC said. 


Radio Comments on Prospects for 1991 


MB0201173391 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 1888S GMT 2 Jan 91 


[Station commentary: “South Africa in 1991" ] 


[Text] For much of Africa, 1991 holds out the prospect of 
great challenges, which if tackled successfully could herald 
lasting improvements in the welfare of the continent 


South Africans, especially, in the midst of revolutionary 
changes in their political and social affairs, look forward 
to yet another eventful year. They begin the new year in 
the knowledge that the events of the next 12 months 
must provide a firm foundation for the creation of a new 
South Africa in the nineties. 


The coming session of parliament will be a historic one. 
The government will ask parliament to pass legislation 
that will abolish virtually all 1<maining apartheid laws. 
These include the Group Areas Act, and the Land Act. 
One they have gone, there will no longer be any legal 
restrictions on where South Africans may live or buy 
land. whether in the towns or in farming areas. 


The only remaining legislation to be dealt with will then 
be the Population Registration Act which requires South 
Africans to be registered and vote according to their race. 
This act will automatically be abolished once the new 
constitution has been adopted through negotiation. 
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Getting formai negotiations underway 1s the other big 
task facing South Africa's political leaders. The gove rn- 
ment 1s Committed to a negotiating process in which ‘he 
leaders of all representative political groups in South 
Africa will together decide on a new constitution. It has 
already been agreed that such a constitution has to 
provide for full political mghts for ail South Africans 
regardless of race. The challenge 1s to do this while 
protecting the nghts of minorities. 


Government spokesmen have said that they hope to be 
able to start the negotiations early this year. Much will 
depend on whether other political movements assist by 
taking firm action against supporters who continue to 
wage violent vendettas against members of rival organi- 
zations. Nineteen ninety-one will be a year of turmoil. 
Hopefully, 1t will also be a year of achievement. 


Government's Welfare Proposals Rejected 
MB0301114391 Johannesburg BUSINESS DA) 
in English 3 Jan 91 pp 1, 2 


[Report by Matthew Curtin: “Outcry Over Government 
Welfare Proposals”} 


[Text] Welfare organisations have reyected government pro- 
posals for an overhaul of SA's welfare system. saying they 
are out of step with new developments in the country. 


The National Health and Population Department's restruc- 
turing plan emphasises the need for a market-based welfare 
system, and outlines a privatsation strategy. 


The proposals were submitted to interested parties for 
comment in October. 


Welfare groups yesterday identified the move to priva- 
tise welfare structures as the main weakness in the 
government proposals. Some said the proposals would 
reinforce ractal divisions and inequalities. 


The Durban-based Centre for Health and Social Studies 
(CHSS) and the Durban Welfare Policy Committee, in a 
joint comment on the draft report. urged the welfare 
movement to ignore the proposals. 


The organisations said the report recommended that 
services be further handed over to the private sector, yet 
the proposals would mean the state increased its control 
over the welfare system. 


Government recognised the financial crisis facing wel- 
fare, but recommended iis financial contribution be 
reduced and the burden shifted to the private sector—in 
which church, voluntary, business and private welfare 
groups were included. 


Health Ministry officials were unavailable for comment 
yesterday, but Health Department director-general Dr 
Con Slabber said on Monday [31 Dec] that a “task team” 
of department officials and welfare representatives met 
on December 17 to finalise the report, which would be 
sent to Health Minister Rina Venter later this month. 
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The final report, including the feedback from welfare 
groups, would either recommend new legislation or a 
policy change. The inquiry was commissioned by former 
Health Minister Wilhe van Niekerk 


The welfare organisations said yesterday the report had 
recycled proposals first rassed in 1985 which were 
rejected outnght by the weifare movement 


Leila Patel—a member of the Transvaal co-ordinating 
commitice for the campaign against the welfare policy, 
made up of representatives from the Transvaal Society 
for Social workers, Concerned Social Workers and the 
Association of Black Social Workers—said the welfare 
proposals were as “irrelevant” as they had been in 1985 


Whereas the 1985 report called for privatisation and the 
entrenchment of “racial differentiation.” the new pro- 
posals reiterated the call for privatisation but included 
no overt commitment to non-racial welfare provision 


Patel said privatisation would reinforce inequality. Wel- 
fare clients were the most vulnerable and least powerful 
members of the community, and welfare was not a 
saleable commodity like healih care 


The SA National Council for Child and Family Welfare 
and other social workers’ groups complained the report 
was published only in Afmkaans, and said the three 
weeks given to consider the recommendations were 
inadequate. 


Patel said the report failed to address the issues of socio- 
economic backlog, economic redistribution, under- 
development or the need to dismantle welfare apartheid 


SA National Institute for Crime Prevertion and Kehabili- 
tation of Offenders (Nicro) Johannesburg office supervisor 
Joanne Stevens said Nicro was particularly concerned about 
the attempt to pul welfare on a business footing 


The new proposals would only entrench apartheid in 
welfare structures already burdened by the bureaucracy 
of four separate welfare departments. 


In its report the department recommends the restruc- 
turing of government welfare financing and social secu- 
rity provision, and sets out guidelines for the determina- 
tion of tariffs. 


Government funding would depend on welfare organi- 
sations mecting certain criteria, among them support for 
a democratic political dispensation and exposure to 
normal economic market forces. 


The report recommen ded that “the capitalist free market 
system” provide the ethical basis for financing welfare. 


It said ethical guidelines for the planning and financing 
of welfare services should concentrate on universal 
human rights, among them equality befor: the law, 
freedom of religion and the right to self-determination. 


The CHSS said the draft ethical guidelines ignored 
humant rights which dealt with social, economic and 
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cultural matters, social development and the envicon- 
ment, all already eashrined in the constitutions of “dem- 
ocratic Organisations.” 


Priest Says Government "Planned His Murder 


MB0301070191 Umtata Capital Radto in English 
0500 GMT 3 Jan 91 


| Text] Father Michael Lapsiey says the South African 
Government planned his murder. The Anglican priest 
lost both his hands and his mght eye in a percel bomo 
blast in Harare last year 


He has called for an internationa! commission of inquiry 
into South Afmcan dc2th squads and their activities both 
in South Afmeca and in the Frontline States. He says he ts 
not filled with bitterness or hatred towards those who 
attempted to take his life. 


Two Killed in Skirmish With Kwazakhele Police 


WB0201195391 Johannesbure S$ *3C TV 1 Network 
in Afrikaans 1800 GMT 2 Jan 91 


[Text] Two men were shot dead in a skirmish with police 
at Kwazakhele near Port Elizabeth, and several people 
were arrested after police confiscated a number of AK-47 
rifles 9° .i magazines. 


The incident comes in the wake of recent attacks on 
members of the police force mn the area. The shoot-out 
occurred after intensive investigations by the security 
branch and the unrest unit of the Port Elizabeth police 


Acting on informat.on, police went to a motor vehicle 
scrapyard in Kwazakhele. On their arrival a group « 
men sheltering in motor wrecks opened fire on them. An 
explosive was also thrown at the police during the 
shooting. which lasted for about 4) minutes. One of the 
men was shot when he attempted to hide un irr a scrap 
vehicle, and the other was shot dead when he tires at the 
police with an AK-47 and tried to escape 


There were signs that the men had been living on the 
premises for a considerable time. A pot of porridge. 
cigarettes, and bedding lay strewn around. Police haison 
officer Captain Pieter van Straten confirmed that one 
policeman was slightly injured by shrapnel. The role of 
the owner of the scrap-yard in the incident 1s also being 
investigated by the police 


Transkei Police Detain Former Consul General 


MB030106S59] Umtata Capital Radio in English 
OSO00 GMT 3 Jan 91 


[Text] A former Transkei consul general in Johannesburg 
has reportedly been detained by Transkei security police. 
(Velile Nthabane) 1s now attached to the Military Council. 


(Nthabane’s) wife says her busband has been detained under 
Section 47 of the Transkz: Police Act, which provides for 
indefinite detention without trial. The family says (Ntha- 
bane) has been harassed by government agents. He is also 
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known to be a former member of the now-defunct South 
African Bureau of State Security, BOSS 


Police Begin Recruiting To Strengthen Force 
WB0201143191 Johanneshure Domestic Service 
in Afrikaans 1400 GMT 2 Jan 9! 


[Text] The police have started a recruitment drive fol- 
lowing the announcement last week that the force 1s to hc 
significanily strengthened in order to pul more police on 
sireet patrols. 


A spokesman said the police force hopes to recruit 
10,000 personnel. The minimum qualification required 
iS Matriculation. 


He said women are being encouraged to jorn the force to 
fill adminstrative posts, in order that more men can be 
used on active patrol 


Police reservists will also be expected to play a g “ater 
part in combating crime. the spokesman said 


Police Issue Larest Report 3 January 


MB0301072291 Johanneshure SAPA in Enelish 
0637 GMT 3 Jan 91 


[Text] Pretoria Jan 3 SAPA—Following 1s the SA [South 
Afncan] Police unrest report 


The following unrest-related incidents were reported in 
the past 24 hours 

“At Komga in the eastern Cape police found a body of a 
black man with stab and hack wounds. 

“At Thabong near Welkom a group of youths hurled petrol 
bombs «: a shop and one man sustained slight injuries 
“At kwa-Makuta near Durban a private house was 
destroyed during a petrol bomb attack.” 


3 Jan Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
4B0301104197 


[Editorial report] 


THE STAR 


Call for General Amnesty for All Exiles—If the 30 April 
deadline for the return of exiles and the freemg of 
political prisoners 1s not met, “the prospect of substan- 
live negotiations between the Government and the ANC 
[African National Congress] could be in jeopardy,” cau 
tions Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 3 Januar; 
in a page 12 editorial. Progress in facilitating the return 
of exiles is “painfully slow.” Therefore, “it would be 
quicker, and in keeping with the spirit of reconciliation 
which is esential to a successful settlement, if the Gov- 
ernment were to declare a general amnesty for all exiles 
and invite them to return home, subject only to the 
proviso that they register at points of entry.” 
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BUSINESS DAY 


UN Role in Returning Exiles Issue—A page 6 editorial 
in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 3 Jan- 
uary Comments on the preparations for the return of 
political exiles and a “possible role for the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees.” ““Government does not see 
a need for the organisation to get involved, while the 
ANC believes it has the expertise to play a vital role.” 
BUSINESS DAY sees “no reason to exclude help from 
the UN—with the proviso ihat control remains with 
South Africans.” The government is supposed to assist 
exiles through state relief and medical institutions, “but 
so far there seems no organised structure to provide 
accommodation, or help place exiles in suitable jobs.” 
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“This is no job for amateurs. If UN advisers are avail- 
able in any field, South Africa should use them.” 


SOWETAN 


South Africans ‘Ill-Informed’ About Democracy—‘South 
Africans should devote 1991 to fostering democracy and 
the studious understanding and mastery of the democratic 
spirit of tolerance,” urges a page 6 editorial in Johannes- 
burg SOWETAN in English on 3 January. “South Africans 
are ill informed about the democratic process. The closed 
system under which we have lived caused this ignorance, 
which was incidentally not confined to blacks. The Gov- 
ernment, which was responsible for institutionalising 
undemocratic ways, has to lead this process.” 
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Angola 


UNITA Reiterates Stand on Democracy 


MB0301070991 (Clandestine) KUP in English to 
Southern and Central Africa 0600 GMT 3 Jan 91 


{Station commentary: “UNITA Is the Only Movement 
Which Has Always Defended Multiparty Democracy in 
Angola’’} 


[Text] Jamba, Wednesday Jan. 02.... Among the 
numerous differences which exist between UNITA 
{National Union for the Total Independence of Angola] 
and the MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola], the question of democracy features prominently 
today. There is no one, be it inside or outside the country 
who does not know that our glorious movement. 
UNITA, always fought for multiparty democracy in 
Angola since its creation. 


There were some people who, looking at yesterday's 
Africa, where one-party dictatorship was the rule, looked 
upon us in UNITA as being crazy for fighting for 
multiparty democracy while everywhere, with a very few 
exceptions, one only saw one-party reg, mes. 


In the meantime, UNITA, with Dr. Savimbi in the lead, 
did not retreat even by a millimeter in its conviction that 
only real democracy would constitute progress, freedom 
and social well-being for the Angolan people. 


It was with this profound conviction in mind that our 
beloved president, Dr. Jonas Savimbi, appeared in Mom- 
bassa, Nakuru and Alvor in the noble attempt to reconcile 
the then three liberation movements, the FNLA [National 
Front for the Liberation of Angola], UNITA and MPLA. It 
is with this profound conviction that President Savimbi 
was present with his head held high at Gbadolite to shake 
hands with Eduardo dos Santos, the MPLA president. It is 
with this same profound conviction ‘hat the UNITA 
freedom fighters forced the MPLA governnient to sit down 
with UNITA for direct negotiations, always showing that 
one-party dictatorship was merely leading our beloved 
country to ruin, to the great disaster in which our country 
is plunged today. 


Today, many so-called democrats have began to emerge 
in Angola. MPLA leaders, who, not long ago defended 
the one-party system tooth and nail, stating unasham- 
edly and in an insulting way that it was the system which 
was suitable for Africa, and particularly for Angola, 
today claim to be champions of multiparty democracy 


It is clear that it is not today that the world will stop 
witnessing such ridiculous tronies. There is yet a lot to be 
seen. 


However, the truth is that the Angolan people know, the 
peace and freedom loving international community knows 
who is the true defender of multiparty democracy in Angola. 


The MPLA puppets, who today claim to be men of democ- 
racy, had the opportunity to show it in 1975 after Alvor. 
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This would have avoided the bloodbath which has been 
going on for the past 15 years and whose end the Angolan 
people demand with all the strength of their souls. 


When only today—and because they (?were) forced to do 
so the leaders of the unpopular MPLA regime gather up 
courage to rise up and declare so-called years of multi- 
party democracy, these puppets should equally have the 
courage to recognise in UNITA the pioneers of truly 
democratic ideals in Angola, especially today since there 
is nO more time for them to deceive whoever it may be. 


UNITA has always stood for peace and against war. As a 
reminder, it is enough to note that it was not by chance 
that the Angolan people dubbed our beloved president, 
Dr. Jonas Savimbi, the “Mwata da Paz” (the Chief of 
Peace). While for 15 years, the MPLA insisted on a 
military and servilist solution as a way of ending the 
Angolan conflict, solely aimed at the annihilation of our 
glorious movement, no one today denies the fact that it 
was only UNITA which did not spare any effort in 
showing the MPLA compatriots that only a peaceful 
negotiated solution would lead Angola to the much 
expected and desired peace. 


While the leaders of the totalitarian Luanda regime 
always demonstrated an unmeasurable horror of the 
polls, UNITA has always been ready, as it is now, to put 
itself to the verdict of the people in free and fair 
internationally supervised multiparty elections. 


It is we in UNITA who want today, as in the past, that 
there be peace, freedom, democracy and free and fair 
internationally verified multiparty elections so that the 
people themselves have the right to choose their own 
leaders, giving unto them indispensable legitimacy to 
speak out and make decisions in the name of the people. 


Enough of lies. The Angolan people know very well that 
UNITA is the only movement which has always defended 
and continues to defend multiparty democracy in Angola. 
It is for this reason that we have always said. [sentence as 
received] Peace now. Democracy now. Free and fair inter- 
nationally verified multiparty elections now. 


* UNITA Strength Assessed Vis-A-Vis MPLA 


9] AF0254A Paris LE QUOTIDIEN DE PARIS 
in French 14 Nov 90 p 21 


{Article by Jean-Marc Kalfleche]} 


[Text] Jamba—All of Angola has just commemorated 
the declaration of independence of 11 November 1975, 
including UNITA [National Union for the Total Inde- 
pendence of Angola], but this year with a subdued 
calmness contrasting sharply with the warlike trappings 
and “resistancialist” declarations of preceding com- 
memorations. Because they triumphed on their own, 
with no South African military assistance, over the 
enormous offensive unleashed against them at the begin- 
ning of the year (the “Battle of Mavinga,”’ which would 
last 137 days), Jonas Savimbi’s men exude the new 
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assurance and joy of men certain of completing their 
enterprise and unconcerned about crushing an enemy 
power of which all indications are that it 1s disintegrating 
before their eyes. Some of them had believed that Angola 
would become another Afghanistan. that UNITA, under 
the best of circumstances, would continue to vegetate in 
these “lands at the end of the world” (which 1s how the 
Portuguese referred to the immense deserts and jungles 
extending to the southeast of their former overseas 
province). 


Savimbi, on the contrary, sees UNITA accepted as the 
party triumphing in elections over the MPLA [Popular 
Movement for the Liberation of Angola], the party 
currently in power, before the end of 1992. and as a 
result fully participating in power by 1993 at the latest. 


The negotiations are dragging? “We do not in any way 
wish to go faster than the music, as does the MPLA. The 
people in Luanda,” continues Savimbi for the QUOTI- 
DIEN, “have only one idea in mind: an uncondition?! 
cease-fire that will permit them to indefinitely > “t sae 
dismantling the party-state and organizing free and fair 
elections. They believe they will be able to completely 
prevent us from being recognized as a party on the 
pretext that we refuse to be purely and simply disarmed 
or that we have been helped by the South Africans from 
1981 to 1988. But that is ridiculous, at a time when they 
are negotiating with South Africa to provide it with some 
oil despite the sanctions: grotesque because South 
African President Frederik de Klerk legalized the ANC 
{African National Congress] as of last February, without 
ever demanding that it surrender its weapons. 


“In reality, Jose Eduardo dos Santos and his organiza- 
tion now know that there 1s no longer anyone who will 
help them maintain the status quo, even under a form 
more acceptable in the eyes of international opinion. The 
Cubans (still 9,000 soldiers and 6,000 civilian advisers) 
will no longer hear any of it; they are holding discussions 
with us to avoid any incidents and are regrouped in a 
veritable ghetto on the coast to detend themselves 
against the possibility of confrontation, which 1s always 
possible with the MPLA, as in 1977 (the Nito Alvez 
plot); they are sticking to their departure date of before | 
July 1991, a date fixed by the New York agreement, 
because they think that decisive events are occurring in 
Havana and they prefer to be on site in that eventuality, 
rather than isolated among a population hostile to them, 
even within the government army ranks. 


With respect to the Russians, although they are closely 
watching the negotiations in Portugal. | just found out in 
the United States that they are concerned oniy with 
obtaining guarantees for their war debt: it was the 
IZVESTIA correspondent in Washington who asked me 
about UNITA’s stance on that issue during my press 
conference, pointing out for me that total aid has 
climbed to $6 billion. I responded that everything was 
negotiable on our part, except the holding ot free and fair 
elections in a multiparty framework 
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The Enemy Army Decapitated 


In truth UNITA, now certain of the impossibility of sts 
being destroyed by enemy forces, is already demonstrably 
occupied with politically guiding the populations who 
support the guerrilla strongholds well beyond the borders 
of the type of “autonomous republic” (2 million individ- 
uals) for which it had provided sanctuary for over 10 years 
It 1s doing quite well in Jamba, the movement's capital, as 
its population has fallen significantly because of the rede- 
ployment of many militants to the north, even into the 
zones of populations supposedly adhering to the MPLA, 
for example, the Kimbundu zone from where commandos 
regularly depart io infiltrate Luanda on nonlethal! bui very 
spectacular missions: whether or not the capital has any 
electricity now depends on their whim. 


Savimbi's staff continues to distrust the maneuverings of 
a power in its death throes. Dos Santos is considered in 
Jamba to be a particularly versatile man, and although 
one may rejoice that he decapitated his military appa- 
ratus 10 days ago, thus becoming his own chief of stati 
and defense minister, it is still impossible to have a 
definitive opinion on that issue. 


But Savimbi is sufficiently informed as to the demoralized 
State of the government army after Mavinga, and on the 
suspicions weighing on the top command to dedicate 
himself more strongly to problems of a political nature 
Certainly with a view toward general elections, which are 
no longer in doubt, but also because he has resolved to 
prevent at all costs the decline of authority in Luanda from 
becoming an occasion for a bloody settling of accounts. 
because it is certain that in the eleventh hour there will be 
fighters in a particular rush for summary violence 


Where Is the Oil Money Going? 


One gets a faint idea of the rancor buili up against a 
hated system when one talks with some of the deserters 
or defectors found by the hundreds in Jamba. There. one 
can measure the complete veracity of ihe information a 
French ambassador to Luanda provided us in 1987: the 
FAPLA [Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola} 
since 1985 have been required to resort to the draft to 
procure fresh troops, and there is good reason for the 
increased numbers of those refusing to register, which 1s 
the leadership's refusal to return to their families the 
bodies of soldiers killed in combat, there have been too 
many (we take the risk of already conjugating im the 
imperfect), and it 1s feared that a population constant) 
afflicted by hunger will become too demoralized, even 
within the “muceques” (shantytowns) of the capital 
while the party-state’s nomenclatura [intelligentsia], in 
order to feed them, will have to divert some tens of 
hundreds of millions of dollars originating from the 
skyrocketing O14! exports. 


No, it is necessary to pay the East (and sometimes 
France) for those hy persophisticated weapons that never 
amounted to any great thing in this type of war, on this 
terrain and in this climate; it 1s necessary to pay cash on 
the barrelhead for Cuba’s “international assistance. at 
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so many dollars per day and per head, although there 
were some 60,000 between the years 1985-1989 (Castro's 
official figure); it 1s also necessary to attend to various 
Western lobbies and permit them to “do their job.” 
Proot anew of the chaos and corruption reigning in 
Luanda; this is a government trying to turn toward a 
more liberal economy so as to be able to complain to the 
Americans, who never believe a word of it, but which 
always refuses to publish the exact amount of its 
resources and its budget...one is reminded of the Alge- 
rian case: no further loan restructuring because they 
refuse IMF control, because they fear falling into an 
enormous default, which would have repercussions far 
beyond that country. We run the risk of a civil war or an 
Islamic victory in February or March, rather than 
bringing to the world’s attention the incredible extent of 
certain Cases of corruption...it is a risk similar to the one 
that could be taken to the very end in Luanda. 


A Group of Cadres 


In any Case, an attentive visit to Jamba today will allow 
one to see better than ever the true extent of UNITA’s 
growing power in the field. They are only soldiers to a 
degree, as they have, above all, been occupied—in 1983, 
1985. 1987, and again six months ago—in measuring 
their ability to resist the masses of armored tanks the 
MPLA was able to deploy in its offensives. 


UNITA, one finds in observing the genuine civil society 
whose needs and aspirations in the liberated territories it 
has taken charge of, has demonstrated what it can make 
of African soldiers, in a climate of poverty and austerity 
that impedes one from doing too much. The 1988 floods 
and the 1989 drought could have rendered it temporarily 
dependent from the point of view of food, but it pro- 
duced 80,000 tons of grain per year. a surplus over its 
actual needs, through normal activity, thanks to detailed 
organization. 


Hospital facilities are rudimentary, but according to 
good specialists the medical personnel is of high caliber. 
Primary and secondary schools have been established— 
but then again, not always—in wooden huts, but the 
teachers corps 1s of a r.ore than adequate level. UNITA 
has been able to establish 19 secondary schools beyond 
the Benguela Railway and the thousands of children 
born here “at the end of the world” follow a curriculum 
of a quality probably superior to that in many African 
countnes without a civil war. In any case, 300 students 
on average prove it constantly in African and Western 
universities, where they have been sent regularly since 
the end of the 1970"s. 


When one speaks of all those who have returned, 
diplomas in their pockets, to take their place in the 
Struggle, one 1s far from the absurd image of the Maoist 
and tribalist guerrillas that some people still propagate in 
Paris, whether because of intellectual myopia or to 
justify a bad choice. Savimbi is not alone, he is sur- 
rounded by a good group of officers of between 25 and 
40, who are already prepared for the civilian tasks of a 
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good state apparatus. There is no longer anything 
apparent to prevent their victory. Doubtless, not even 
the disappearance of Savimbi. 


* Foreign Investment Policy Explained 
91 4F03734A Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 18 Nov 90 p 3 


{Interview with the director of the Foreign Investment 
Bureau, Maria Luisa Abrantes, by Graca Campos; date 
and place not given] 


[Text] On 16 July 1988 the Foreign Investment Law was 
published, a legal instrument with which the Angolan 
Government hopes to improve the process of organiza- 
tion, operation, follow up, and control of all activity 
relating to foreign investments. so as to guarantee inves- 
tors profit on their capital and enable our country to 
achieve its objectives from the development aspect. 


Through a decree issued by the Council of Ministers, 
dated | April 1989, the Foreign Investment Bureau 
[GIE] was established. an organization responsible for 
carrying out the national policy pertaining to foreign 
investment. The decree explains that the lack of an 
organization of this kind made the process of negotiation 
and approval of foreign investments too haphazard. 
making it necessary for investors to resort to various 
structures of the state's central administration for assis- 
tance. This inefficiency, 1 1s further explained in the 
document, did not make it possible to take maximum 
advantage of the investor's capabilities in the area of 
negotiation and evaluation of projects and this in turn 
did little to facilitate the national interests. 


The purpose of that organization was to permit the 
readers to become acquainted with the world of foreign 
investment and proceed cautiously with regard to the 
interests which the Council of Ministers’ decree was 
trying to protect. This was then the interview granted by 
Dr. Maria Luisa Abrantes to Graca Campos. 


[Campos] Since the GIE was established how many 
letters of intent have you received” 


{Abrantes] In principle we have received about 200 letters 
of intent. You certainly know that before an investment 
can be presented in the form of a defnite proposal, a letter 
of intent must be prepared. This can be done through an 
ordinary letter. But for uniformity in handling such trans- 
actions, we have prepared a simple form. In the case of a 
collective individual, the letter of intent must be accom- 
panied by a statement of accounts for the past three years 
and a charter or other legal document so that we may be 
assured of the company’s financial reliability and technical 
capability. Through the company’s charter, through its 
activities—for it could be a holding company, for exam- 
ple—we know whether or not it is aware of the social 
objective to which it is aspiring. There could be the case 
where a compny wants to invest but does not have the 
know-how of the area in which it wants to invest and 
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therefore wants to arrange a consortium with another. In 
this case, the other company must present its charter for 
the purpose specified. 


When 11 1s a singular individual, he or she must present a 
letter of intent accompanied by a declaration from a finan- 
cial institution proving that the individual in question is 
financially reliable. He must also present his work history to 
verify that he knows his “job,” that he has technological 
knowledge regarding the activity being proposed. 


After that letter of intent is received by the GIE, we must 
ask the appropriate sector if he is or is not interested in 
the type of activity requested and in the area suggested. 
Only then can we answer the investor advising that the 
sector in question appears favorable or unfavorable or 
offering more information to better evaluate the situa- 
tion of the investor himself. By law this process takes 20 
days; we try to expedite it as much as possible. This 
procedure does not take very long, for no analysis is 
required on the part of the GIE; the only analysis ts that 
made by the sectors themselves. But what happens is that 
the investment in question can be located outside 
Luanda and, as you know, there are problems of access, 
communications, and this, in some cases, delays things. 


In the beginning there were some real problems, for the 
ministries themselves were disorganized with regard to 
this kind of situation to which they were not accustomed. 
With company reorganization, the work done internally 
by the sectors themselves, and the computerization of 
company data, it is easier to give prompt answers 
However, there are companies making independent sur- 
veys but not in possession of all of the facts. For 
example, company X has so many workers: it has the 
capacity to produce Y tons, or Z liters of some product: 
it occupies SO Many square meters: but if its books are 
not in order, it will not be possible to determine the 
company’s assets; and many of them do not know their 
real worth, that ts, the extent of the company’s assets. 
For this reason, they exist like UEE’s [European Eco- 
nomic Union] instruments, only on paper, for they do 
not submit their statutes to the Council of Ministers for 
approval. Thus, automatically, it becomes difficult for 
the sector to respond to the GIE. It will have to make an 
in-depth study of all of those questions. 


[Campos] But when our president visited the GIE, a former 
minister suggested that the delays were all your fault... 


{[Abrantes] What happened is that, at that time, the 
sectors had not caught up with the spirit of the legislation 
in effect, they were not yet able to cope with foreign 
investment. Also in the past investors were in the habit 
of dealing directly with the ministers and, afterwards, 
technical experts accepted the opinions expressed by the 
ministries. And that incorrect procedure eventually led 
to the si, ting of contracts harmful the interests of the 
Angolan Government, whether in conjunction with 
administrative contracts—where no foreign investment 
was involved but we still had to pay—or in the case of 
foreign investments per se. We believe that this happens 
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in all sectors of our country’s economic life. | myself do 
not know if those investments were wise, for there was 
no thorough analysis of those processes. 


I must also stress that many times our national techni- 
cians (for the ministers do not act alone) try to convince 
their hierarchical superiors that a period of 90 days for 
the GIE to analyze projects 1s exaggerated; and they 
assert that they could very well analyze and decide the 
merits of the project from within. The opinion that some 
individuals supported is that the ministries could deter- 
mine the merits of the projects without working through 
the GIE, arguing that 90 days was sufficient time. Now 
90 days is the maximum time limit. Furthermore, if we 
take into account the need to determine the economic 
and juridical aspects and perhaps. if possible. get 
acquainted with the companies themselves, we can con- 
clude that 90 days is a reasonable time period, since in 
the past the time limit was indefinite. 


1 also believe that if the proyects were meticulously 
analyzed, we could have avoided many mistakes, for, as 
you know, at times small delegations were formed 
abroad, subsequently coming here to work and legally 
employed in a company whose prior activity was recog- 
nizedly appropriate. Now then, if that company has had 
less than three years of activity or if it was established in 
the same year in which i wants to set up operations here, 
we require that those companies present us with a legal 
document attesting to their competence. Formerly. 
nothing of this sort was done and here tn the bureau, 
during the visit of the comrade president, it was proved 
that it was not the GIE that was hampering the proce- 
dures. We sent letters of intent and the sectors simply did 
not respond. In addition, the one who made the accusa- 
tions ended up giving an explanation more associated 
with the internal reorganization of the sectors, alleging 
that he was not yet able to determine which companies 
could be put on a private basis or resort to foreign 
investment, since he was in the midst of studies tn that 
regard. But from that date on, relations with the sectors 
have substantially improved and normally they have not 
delayed—except on rare occasions—more than 30 or 45 
days, which ts not much. 


[Campos] Has any concrete proposal evolved from the 
letters of intent? 


{[Abrantes}] At this time we have about 20 proposals. 
When we speak of proposals, we are alluding to a set of 
documents, that is, a set of forms containing many more 
details (for letters of intent have only four pages), accom- 
panied by a technical-financial feasibility study, a rough 
draft of the contract,and a rough draft of the explanatory 
information. This technical-financial feasibility study 
must include a program for the ti aining of skilled people 
and a subsequent program for the gradual replacement of 
foreign technicians by Angolan cadres at all levels. To be 
sure, this procedure also takes time. Now then, if we take 
an average of 45 days to analyze the procedure, there 1s 
little doubt that the foreign investor will make us wait 
the same amount of time or more, for the feasibility 
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study must also be prepared. And the same way in which 
they prepare the feasibility study in 45 days, two months 
or even six months, we, also, must have a reasonble time 
period. Moreover, whereas the potential investor is 
thinking about a single project, we must analyze several 
projects and that is why we have settled on the period of 
90 days, giving us time to analyze more than one 
procedure. 


But there is another detail: the foreign investor rarely 
brings all the required documentation with him. Today 
he brings a proposal, tomorrow the feasibility study, later 
the draft of the contract. He never brings everything at 
one time; and we, in fact, wanting to attract investments 
in principle, find ourselves more flexible and proceed to 
accept. But we eventually concluded that this did not 
give good results, for some potential investors wthdrew, 
did not present all their documents, and later began to 
complain in other areas. They sent letters directly to the 
Presidency of the Republic and the Council of Ministers, 
alleging that the projects are being held up by the GIE 
and have been there for some time without apparent 
progress; this is not true. We explain that for us the time 
limit does not begin when the first document is brought; 
it begins when all the documentation is in our hands. 


For example, when he brings the feasibility study, the 
economists and technicians can begin the process anal- 
ysis, to be followed by the juridical analysis. If he brings 
the draft of the contract and not the feasibility study, the 
jurists can express an opinion but not the economists. 
Everything is interconnected. 


[Campos] Tell me about some concrete proposals that 
you have tentatively submitted. Are there some? 


{[Abrantes] There are. We have already analyzed Coca 
Coca, Uniceramica, Mabor, and IFA [expansion not 
given], among others. All of them still lack juridical 
normalization with regard to company status. 


We await that normalization, for when we analyze a 
project we must then submit it to the minister of 
planning who forwards it to the Council of Ministers. 
And here the project is scheduled only if it has been 
properly prepared, if no components are lacking. We 
analyze everything and agree to all conditions and terms 
which may have any bearing on the project in question, 
having eventually expressed our agreement. There is no 
doubt that delays have been incurred. There are ceriain 
elements which must be altered or revised. 


In any case, we are convinced that by 30 November some 
projects will be discussed by the Council of Ministers. 


[Campos] Do you agree with me that, after all, very little 
is accomplished? 


{[Abrantes] No, I do not know if very little is accom- 
plished, considering the time limits in which the docu- 
ments are submitted to us. For example, the Unice- 
ramica project reached us on 30 September and has 
already been analyzed. We are living up to our schedule. 
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What happened is that our office did not receive any 
projects until about July; proposals began to come in 
after that. Coca Cola submitted an incomplete feasibility 
study and nothing more. This is clearly insufficient. 


And it should be mentioned, also, that GIE was not put 
into operation until] | April 1989. After the Gbadolite 
fiasco, investor enthusiasm diminished considerably. 
They came more to ask questions than to listen. And 
after the president's New Year's Day message, the GIE 
began once more to receive inquiries. Also, prior to that 
time there were very few responses from the sectors. But 
what is important is to point out that the influx of 
investors occurred simultaneously with talks of peace. 
They advance and retreat according to whether the talks 
are Optimistic or pessimistic. But I believe that they are 
now convinced that this country will go forward. 


[Campos] But will the investors not be wrong when they 
say that this process has many setbacks? 


[Abrantes] As I said before, this has nothing to do with 
what was done before we got into the picture. There are 
many companies which have been in operation a long 
time and have never examined there juridical situation. 
They never bothered to pay taxes. And now in the newly 
created situation, they are all coming to the GIE and 
asking us to resolve from one day to the next the problem 
which they themselves were not interested in resolving: 
from one day to the next they want to obtain the foreign 
investor documentation. This, as you can see, cannot be 
done. All companies must obey what has been stipulated; 
they must follow the proper procedure; they must say 
what they want to do, where and how. 


Moreover, that is precisely what the GIE wants to do: 
pressure the two parties (the foreign investor and the 
various ministries) into expediting the procedures. With 
the approval of the Council of Ministers, we would like 
to schedule at least 10 projects by 30 November and I 
believe that this would be well within our reach if 
immediate steps were taken to normalize the juridical 
status of the companies whose investment proposals 
have already been evaluated. 


[Campos] What areas are covered by the main prefer- 
ences of the investors? 


{Abrantes] In principle, the investors’ preferences lean 
toward the restoration of factories, industries, and infra- 
structures, factories being given first choice. As a whole, 
investors favor the food industry, then light industry, 
such as clothing, construction materials, fishing, and 
mining (but here unfortunately almost all investors are 
interested in the same products—marble and granite). 
There are also many requests relating to the business 
area. But here I must say that, although not prohibited, 
investment is of a priority nature, that is, business 
investment is highly volatile inasmuch as the credits 
must be paid over the short term. 


[Campos] If the ministries have difficulty in sending the 
required data promptly, why does the GIE not request 
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the data directly trom the Bureau of Business Redimen- 
sioning (GARE) which, coincidentally, also operates in 
that area? 


{Abrantes] We cannot request this information directly 
from GARE, for GARE does not work for the GIE: 
works for the sectors. What that bureau does is to 
determine the status of company Y or X. Afterwards, it 
iS up to the respective sector to determine what should be 
done with that company. With all that work, GARE 
could obviously not take time to deal with all the 
investors. Moreover, it must be stressed that redimen- 
sioning does not apply only to privatization. Once the 
status of 4 company is determined, GARE proposes the 
objective and dimension which should be given to that 
company. But the definite decision will always be up to 
the respective sector or local state organizations in the 
case of small companies. 


What we do in this regard is first send the sectors a 
methodology; the investment itself has time limits. When a 
project enters the business redimensioning sphere there 1s 
further delay, for there must now be public competition 
and during that public competition in which the sector lists 
the objectives it requires there is a period of 30 days spent 
in analyzing the proposals submitted; at this time the 
investors decide whether or not they are capable of satis- 
fying the requirements of the sector in question. The 
investors in turn seldom take as much as 30 days to 
prepare their list of responsibilities and objectives. In 
short: there are time limits which generally require 30 days 
and then an additional period of 30 days to see who has 
won the competition and, finally, four months have gone 
by before the proposal is forwarded to the bureau, We have 
sometimes worked with GARE to shorten those time 
periods. In addition, we have suggested that the sectors 
send a list, as short as possible, of private companies to be 
redimensioned by 10 September of this year. Until then, 
what the sectors did was to wait until they had a list of all 
the companies to be given private status. We considered 
that this was a very lengthy process and suggested speeding 
it up; the sectors complied. We asked that they (the sectors) 
select some companies so that when the investors arrive 
here they will have an idea as to the areas in which they 
want to invest. And that job has been done. Having arrived 
at this point, it should be mentioned that the visit made by 
the comrade president to GIE was very timely. From that 
point on, things began to improve. Previously, the people 
did not quite understand our role. Previously, things did 
not function very well. It was time to decide. At times the 
technical experts expressed good opinions but were 
opposed by the “hairbrained”™ ideas of the investors them- 
selves. At other times the technical experts made bad 
judgments and the ministers acquiesced. 


Now, through teamwork those aspects all appear overly 
cautious. For example, formerly a project for industry 
went to the bank or to some other financial organization 
and only later did the sectors give their opinion. Now it 
1S not that way. Now the GIE analyzes the entire process 
and only resorts to the evaluation committee—as the 
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GIE’s consulting organization—after a final and com- 
plete judgment is made. with a minimum time limit to 
declare its intentions. As a consulting organization, the 
evaluation committee may be prescinded by the GIE. 
But there 1s more coordination. The only thing 1s, this 
has begun to occur now, after the visit, let us say, of our 
comrade president. It should have been done from the 
beginning. There were a number of misunderstandings. 
It is true that we are all novices, but it 1s not less true that 
not until now have the sectors begun to make an effort to 
become better organized—for which we praise them. 


[Campos] Does Angola’s adherence to MIGA [expansion 
not given] not give investors more assurance? Do they 
not know this’ 


[Abrantes] Beginning in January, we began to see great 
interest developing. And I believe that many factors 
contributed to that interest, mainly the prospects for 
peace which, at that time, began to appear more clearly. 
Adherence to the IMF [International Monetary Fund] 
and the MIGA also accounted for the increase in interest 
on the part of foreign investors. But | am convinced that 
despite our adherence to those organizations which, it 1s 
true. does give investors more confidence, they continue 
to think that without an effective peace they will still run 
some risks. They now speak of their interest in peace 
because they are convinced that after the storm comes 
fair weather and that this is a country of the future. That 
is why they want to be the first. 


{Campos} Which investors display greater interest? 


{ Abrantes] I shall tell you frankly: the investors who have 
displayed the most interest are the Portuguese. And they 
now have an advantage compared to other investors, for 
they know our country and have a level of technology 
which is somewhat compatible with ours. In fact, the 
Portuguese now have a lot of money which the EEC gave 
tiem to modernize their economy and put them on an 
equal footing with the other EEC countries. But that 
money 1s to be invested within. | believe that there are 
certain difficulties in investing outside of Portugal, but 
there have been some investments of that type among 
large Portuguese companies and they have been joined 
by other foreign investors. We have been contacted by 
many foreign investors who have asked if we would be 
opposed to their jorning up with the Portuguese. We 
believe that this would be very good so long as it 1s in the 
form of a subcontract, for otherwise 1 could make the 
project more costly. (...) 


Another arrangement is a contract on an individual 
basis. We should not contract foreign technicians if there 
are national technicians already employed certain com- 
panies. Let us take the case where the list of job oppor- 
tunities is not up-to-date but calls for foreign coopera- 
tion. All right, but if these were special cases, we would 
consider them worthy of analysis but not within the 
scope of technical assistance. On the other hand, there 
are investments which, because of their complexity and 
high costs, such as the Bengucla Railroad, for example, 
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could enjoy the participation of foreign investors who do 
not have the know-how but could contribute in other 
areas. In these cases. 11 would be the same as accepting 
technical assistance. 


But that technical assistance should never be supplied by 
the companies which are financing the project. Law 4/87 
stipulates that this will have to be with a company 
different from the associate organization. Nor can it be a 
branch or holding company, for in that case. those which 
are not producing for various reasons, would always 
have a profit based on the aforementioned technical 
assistance which would be high-priced. On the other 
hand, there would be no difficulty in teaching Angolan 
cadres, for that would imply fulfilling the technical- 
assistance contract, to be sure. | am not saying that we 
should not pay for such assistance, but we should avoid 
it 1f possible. Nothing wrong in paying wages to for- 
eigners, always somewhat high. in special circumstances 
so long as there is authorization for that payment. 


[Campos] Does our present currency exchange rate not 
discourage investors” 


{[Abrantes] They are concerned about knowing the total 
devaluation of our currency, for this will determine 
whether or not they will make a feasibility study today 
which might not be valid tomorrow or the next day. One 
thing 1s certain: they will not be harmed by the devalu- 
ation, for they always invest 1n strong currency. Indepen- 
dently from having a higher devaluation of the currency, 
the wage increase will not attain the same proportions. 


{Campos} What other concerns do they present? 


[Abrantes] What concerns them the most is knowing, in 
the light of economic reform, how much they are going to 
pay for taxes, what rates they will be paying, unemploy- 
ment compensation, and other subsidies relating to the 
social aspects of the worker who 1s forced to pay by law. 
Another concern is that of the capability of the bank to 
restore their dividends. Basically. it 1s this which con- 
cerns them the most 


Mozambique 


Verification Commission Discusses Boundaries 
MBO0301111091 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 3 Jan 91 


[Text] The joint commission for the verification of the 
Rome accord is meeting in Maputo. The commission 
will analyze and send to Rome the technical proposals on 
the definition of the geographic boundaries of the Beira 
and Limpopo corridors. The commission will also create 
the verification subcomissions to be stationed in Beira. 
Chimoio, Chokwe, and Chiqualaquala 


Sources close to the mecting told our correspondent that 
at today’s session the commission for the verification of 
the Rome accord will analyze the regulations on how to 
report violations to the accord 
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Yesterday the military subcommission discussed the 
definition of abnormal military activities in the corri- 
dors, as provided for in the Rome accord. 


Speaking to journalists before the start of today’s session, 
the Zimbabwean representative to the joint Commission 
said that Zimbabwean troops were already stationed in 
the defined areas of the corridors two weeks ahead of 
schedule—that 1s, 5 January. 


Correspondent Describes Gorongosa War Situation 


MB2812125490 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 28 Dec W 


[Report from Gorongosa by Toma lgriye] 


[Text] When we traveled from Beira to Gorongosa there 
were no attacks by the Renamo [Mozambique National 
Resistance] armed bandits. They watched the convoy 
pass with an escort of military vehicles. However, there 
were incidents on the return trip to Beira city 


When we left at about 1100 [0900 GMT] 1 looked like the 
return trip would be quick and very safe because our convoy 
included some 16 Zimbabwean Army vehicles which were 
apparently withdrawing to the Beira corndor. 


I was in a DPCCN [Department for the Prevention of 
and Struggle Against Natural Disasters] vehicle, and 
when the Zimbabwean vehicles began moving, we also 
began rolling. Two Zimbabwean helicopters were accom- 
panying the convoy. They only flew overhead for about 
10 minutes and then returned to the airstrip where the 
Zimbabwean troops were concentrated. 


Later, we were told that this was only a staged with- 
drawal so that it could be filmed. Only at 1300 did the 
DPCCN vehicles begin moving towards Beira. They 
were following one Zimbabwean armored car 


We had been traveling for about one hour when the 
Renamo armed bandits struck between the Pungue 
River and the Chitengo crossroads. The attack began 
with the detonation of a land mine by remote control 
After a 30-minute clash, the bandits withdrew. Before 
resuming the trip we collected the body of a citizen and 
found another citizen who was seriously wounded. Sev- 
eral children who had panicked during the attack became 
lost in the bush 


The corpse was placed in my vehicle. Nobody claimed to 
be a relative of the deceased. When we arrived in 
Nhamatanda District, we got in touch with the local 
funeral parlor agent. We asked him to take charge of the 
corpse, but a major argument ensued. 


The agent at the funeral parlor refused to accept the 
corpse. He alleged that the deceased had died outside 
Nhamatanda District. However, the truck driver kept 
begging him to accept the corpse and said that although 
the man had been killed outside Nhamatanda District, 
he was still a Mozambican 
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Finally, after a 20-minute argument, we managed to 
convince the agent and we carried the corpse into the 
funeral parlor, which was very dirty, smelled very foul, 
and was abuzz with flies. We saw dry blood on the floor, 
up to the door, and a cadaver in an advanced stage of 
decay. This was the dramatic sight I had the misfortune 
of witnessing last Sunday [23 December] on my return 
trip from Sofala Province’s Gorongosa District. 


‘Acute’ Famine Predicted for Nampula Province 


MB0101131691 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 1 Jan 91 


[Excerpt] Food reserves in Nampula Province could dry 
up in the near future in view of the thousands upon 
thousands of people who fled from armed bandit cap- 
tivity throughout 1990. Should this situation materi- 
alize, Nampula Province will be afflicted by acute 
famine, mainly in Murrupula, Mogovolas, Ribaue, 
Malema, and Memba Districts. 


Disclosing this, Governor Alfredo Gamito said people 
recently freed from the yoke of Renamo [Mozambique 
National Resistance] armed bandits are consuming the 
food reserves in view of major problems experienced by 
the emergency authorities in the distribution of food. 
[passage omitted] 


Sogel to Incur ‘Heavy Losses’ Because of Strike 


MBO0201 193691 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1 30 GMT 2 Jan 91 


[Excerpt] The General Contracts Society [Sogel] has so 
far lost over 30,000 contos [one conto equals 1,000 
meticals] because of workers’ strike. Engineer Pericao 
Gomes Pinto has said that if the strike continues for 
longer period, the company will incur heavy losses. He 
added that the company’s management and striking 
workers will have to find an urgent solution to the 
problem. Speaking to NOTICIAS newspaper, Engineer 
Pericao Pinto expressed concern over the situation and 
called for continued negotiations to enable the company 
resume operation as soon as possible. [passage omitted] 


Namibia 


Walvis Official on South African Crossings 


MB2812172890 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1642 GMT 28 Dec 90 


[Text] Windhoek Dec 28 SAPA—Soft border crossing 
arrangements between the South African port enclave of 
Walvis Bay and Namibia could prevent the isolation of 
the port which would affect the economies of the two 
countries, Nambc [Namibian Broadcasting Corporation] 
radio news reports. 


This is the view of the chief executive officer of the 
Walvis Bay regional services council, Mr Jan Wilken. 
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He said the optimum use of the harbour was important 
for both countries, and added that strict border arrange- 
ments were not necessary because the economies of 
Walvis Bay and Namibia were interrelated. 


Mr Wilken expressed the hope that the issue would be 
resolved as soon as possible. 


He said the council had made representations through 
the South African Government to the Namibian Gov- 
ernment on the issue but had been unsuccessful. 


The fact that employees crossed the border daily was 
sufficient reason to warrant special border crossing 
arrangements, Mr Wilken said. 


He added that most jobs in Walvis Bay were reserved for 
Namibians. South Africans and Namibians crossing the 
border between the two countries, including Walvis Bay, 
must be in possession of valid passports from January | 
next year. 


Mudge Condemns Guard's Shooting of Civilian 


MB0201082691 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0753 GMT 2 Jan 91 


[Text] Windhoek Jan 2 SAPA—The chairman of the 
Democratic Turnhalle Alliance (DTA), Mr Dirk Mudge, 
on Wednesday [2 January] condemned the action of the 
Namibian presidential guard who shot and wounded an 
Omitara resident, Mr Helmut Goldbeck, outside Swako- 
pmund on Tuesday night. Mr Goidbeck was admitted to 
hospital for treatment. 


According to a radio news report, Mr Mudge said the 
presidential gr:ard had turned a period of reconciliation 
into reckless shooting and now even bloodshed. He said 
President Sam Nujoma’s life had not been threatened in 
any of the shooting incidents involving members of the 
presidential guard. 


The DTA would consult the attorney-general, Mr 
Hartmut Ruppel, and the courts without delay to seek 
clarity about the right of presidential guard members to 
use firearms while regulating traffic. 


Members of the presidential gaurd have been invovled in 
a series of shooting incidents at motorists in Windhoek 
and Swakopmund over the last two months, hitting 
vehicles and narrowly missing occupants. 


Mr Goldbeck, travelling with a friend, Mr Reiner Kring, 
was the first to be hit by fire from guard members armed 
with AK-47 automatic rifles. 


Mr Nujoma’s motorcade, travelling at high speeds 
through the city streets, has been criticised by several 
political parties for posing a threat to pedestrians and 
motorists. 


Swakopmund is Namibia's main holiday resort and 1s 
thronged with thousands of inland holidaymakers at this 
time of the year. 
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Benin 


* Document Implies Communist Coup Plot 


Y]AF0278A Cotonou LA NATION in French 
7 Nov 9 pp 1.8 


{Article by Maurice Chabi: “Observation: Is PCD Get- 
ting Ready To Attack?” | 


[Excerpts] For several months now, the international 
market in Dantokpa has become the favorite spot for 
disseminating leaflets, ultraconfidential documents, and 
other street pamphlets. Sometimes outraged, sometimes 
amused, the public takes the liberty of making the most 
fanciful commentaries on these rags that tell us a lot 
about how Beninese are regurgitating the surfeit of 
Marnxist-Leninism it has ingested for 17 years. 


But rumor can sometimes give rise to new information 
worth believing. At any rate, the Beninese owe it to 
themselves to question a document that has been circu- 
lating in the town of Cotonou, the authorship of which 
has, rightly or wrongly, been attributed to the PCD 
(Dahomey Communist Party). 


The two-page handwritten document is actually a 
detailed plan for an attack on certain strategic points in 
our economic capital for the purpose of overthrowing the 
transitional government. Thus, the plan provides for the 
formation of “brigades composed of young people who 
will be imbued with patriotism” so that they will attack 
preferred targets consisting of “PTT [post, telegraph, 
and telephone] offices, police stations, politicians, and 
counterrevolutionaries (mayors, SP [subprefectures], 
[and] former PRPB [People’s Revolution Party of Benin] 
leaders). [passage omitted] 


And there we have the general outline of this plan of 
attack that, although not signed, leads one to think of the 
PCD. First, because this party alone has always advo- 
cated armed, general insurrection (IGA) to take over the 
government and, on the other hand, because its members 
have been notoriously involved in a vast campaign 
against the civil tax unleashed in all the regions. And we 
still remember the regrettable incident that ended in the 
death last September of a PCD member in Azove. This ts 
why, while underlining the gravity of the facts this 
document contains, we would like to urge its authors to 
demonstrate their patriotism by joining us in the 
national reconstruction efforts to which all our country’s 
political parties are contributing. The PCD has refused 
to participate in the national debate. It has also turned 
down the offer made by the prime minister, who wanted 
to have them join the government. It has a right to do 
that. But armed, general insurrection 1s not a democratic 
way of taking over the government. 


The national press, in any case the newspaper LA 
NATION, ts prepared to help the PCD officially and 
legally air its points of view in accordance with the rules 
of democracy. Our columns are open to you. Use them, 
even to express your disapproval of the Democratic 
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Renewal and, above all, to explain why. This 1s democ- 
racy. Unless a false accusation 1s involved. In that case. 
a PCD denial would permit us to investigate the matter 
thoroughly. 


Ghana 


Jerry Rawlings Addresses Nation | January 


ABO201133291 Accra Domestic Service in Enelish 
2000 GMT 1 Jan 91 


[New Year address by Provisional National Defense 
Council Chairman, PNDC, Jerry Rawlings’ in Accra on 
| January—tive or recorded] 


[Excerpts] Countrymen and women once again, a year 
has come to a close and I would like to take this 
opportunity to wish you peace and happiness in the new 
year and pray that God will continue to bless and guide 
us in the years ahead. [passage omitted] 


We salute mothers and fathers whose love has nurtured 
us, who will remain our guides as we press on forward. 
We salute also our gallant soldiers, police, and members 
of our security services, and revolutionary organs some 
of who have given up their lives in defending our nation 
at home and abroad. 


Ladies and gentlemen, | would also like to pay a special 
tribute to the memory of soldiers who have laid down 
their lives for peace in Liberia. but let us remember that 
families are left behind and pray that their sacrifices 
would not be in vain. Let us also in the quietness of our 
thoughts remember the thousands of innocent Libernans 
some of whom have died, some, whom have been 
maimed and rendered homeless, and the children who 
have lost their parents. The pain of one African should 
be the pain of another. But allow me also, in your name, 
to salute members of the PNDC, our secretaries of state, 
our civil servants, and all our countrymen. We may not 
all be deserving of a salute, but I know that most of them 
have devoted themselves, often at considerable sacrifice, 
to a life of so much service for the nation. But from 
today, we have embarked upon the journey toward the 
tenth milestone of our revolution, and we must take 
good initiatives to further consolidate the significant 
gains we have made during the past nine years. 


On the 31st of December 1981, my call was for nothing 
less than a revolution in this country. We started with 
practically nothing, but we had a boundless faith in our 
people and our determination to shape our destinies. 
Many problems have been encountered in the course of 
the revolutionary tranformation, but some of these could 
not have been solved without the conscious, audacious, 
and creative power of our people. Today, as you go 
round the cities, towns, and villages, you observe, 
clearly, the voluntary initiatives and self-help projects of 
the ordinary people on a scale that has no precedence in 
our history. This new spirit of self-reliance in the midst 
of such harsh economic conditions 1s clear proof of a 
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restored faith in ourselves. But perhaps, we should all 
pause and consider the sature of the atmosphere which 
made possible this resui gence of grass root confidence. It 
could not, and would nt emerge as history has shown in 
an atmosphere of a presence of dictatorial tendencies 
which, as you know, makes people recoil into their 
shells—shells of apathy, resignation, and disinterest. 
[sentence as heard] 


Our country whose image had sunk so low in 1981 1s 
now, without doubt, a symbol of hope for many, not only 
in our subregion, but in the developing countries of the 
South in general. But | am the first to acknowledge that 
we could perhaps have done better. that there are stll 
enormous difficulties to be faced and overcome. Yet 
stil, few could ever have hoped to see the things we have 
achieved today. The major government projects such as 
the reconstruction of trunk roads, the extension of clec- 
tricity 10 most parts of the country, the rehabilitation of 
ports and railways, the provision of safe and reliable 
water supplies to more and more areas, the reform of our 
educational system, and so on, have all helped to 
improve the quality of life of our people. But | would 
hope most sincerely that future generations will not only 
remember this era for roads or electricity. or other such 
projects, but for the liberation of the minds of our people 
from the bonds of helplessness enabling them to do 
things for themselves. 


Fellow citizens, the gathering storms of the slowdown of 
economic activity throughout the world and the crisis in 
the Gulf Region make it even more imperative for us to 
strengthen our resolve to do more for ourselves than to 
expect more assistance from outside. | am aware that the 
irregular rainfall pattern last year disrupted the activities 
of our hardworking farmers who had poor yields in 
several areas. This has had an effect on the incomes of 
many farmers and also increased the price of foodstuffs 
in the urban centers as you know. Thankfully, however, 
the storage capacity which has been so steadily built over 
the past years, has enabled us to create a reasonable stock 
of some basic foodstuffs. (7Though) we may have a 
difficult time ahead, it is far from being a crisis on the 
dimensions of what some of our neighbors in the Sahe- 
lian countries are likely to face. Nonetheless, the irreg- 
ular and unpredictable weather pattern should teach us 
that misuse of our natural environment will sooner or 
later exact a terrible price. [passage omitted] 


Ladies and gentlemen, the situation in the Gulf, which 
has driven the international price of crude oi! up, has 
brought unforeseen difficulties to the nonoil-producing 
countries of the Third World, and thereby perpetrating 
the hand-to-mouth existence of our people. The imme- 
diate effect of the Gulf crisis, which touches each and 
everyone of us, 1s the massive increase in petroleum 
prices. However, we should count ourselves fortunate in 
having the vast hydroelectric resources of Akosombo. 
Every district capital and town we continue to connect to 
the national grid represents a saving in petroleum prod- 
ucts used to power diesel generators. Nevertheless, it 1s 
important to institute fuel conservation measures in 
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order to rationalize the use of petroleum products and 
thus conserve our limited foreign exchange resources. In 
this regard, fuel consumption on official vehicles will be 
reviewed again. Meanwhile. the use of buses belonging to 
government organizations and departments will also 
have to be rationalized. 


Countrymen and women, following from the rational 
and pragmatic economic programs we have pursued, and 
the tenacity with which have sustained "t. we have 
managed to pay the cost of roads since 1984. However, 
the years ahead cannot be taken for granted, especially 
some of the developing countries like ours has no immu- 
nity from world recession and the unjust world economic 
order. 


As you know, we have no control also over the gathering 
world trade recession and in the face of the rising tension 
in the Gulf Region, we have to anticipate that matters 
could get worse if war breaks out in thal region, and that. 
my fellow countrymen, may mean preparing ourselves 
for even more of the inevitable fallouts that will come 
our way. I want to emphasize that over the past nine 
years, we have worked toward a sound susta:nable 
economy, because everything else we do will be futile 
unless we have a stable and viable economy on which 1 
is anchored. In other words, we cannot have democracy 
of any sort unless we have the favor of a viable economy 
to secure it on 


Countrymen and women, the message of the 31 
December Revolution was not just about a change in the 
economic circumstances of the nation, 1 was also about 
giving power to the people and ensuring their full par- 
ticipation in the processes by which they are governed. It 
was also about making democracy a daily reality in the 
lives of our people, and ii was in this spirit that four 
years ago. on the fifth anniversary of the revolution, | 
announced a new momentum in our march toward an 
effective and stable democratic order. It provided for 
district assemblics which were to become the pillars 
upon which the people's power would be erected. 


The district assemblies were to become the focal points 
of developments at the village and town levels. The 
principle of popular participation was given meaning 
through the assemblies where decisions directly affecting 
the lives of the people were to be taken. The obyective of 
the elections was for a system of local governments of the 
people by the people and for the people. In other words, 
it was a system that gave the voters power to exercise 
control over their own affairs, and for once we witnessed 
clean and fair elections which resulted in the genuine 
political expression of our peopic. Having established 
the authority of the people and having created the solid 
foundations for participatory democracy throughout the 
country, it does not make sense for anyone to want to 
disregard the assemblies and create other institutions or 
Structures that have no integral or organic relationship 
with the district political authorities. It 1s, therefore, very 
disappointing, to say the least, to hear statements from 
people who are expected to know better, seeking to 
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marginalize the authority of the people, that 1s [word 
indistict} expression in the district assemblies. 


Indeed, when the idea of elections into the district 
assemblies came up, a number of people with the same 
argument saw in it an outcome that would oppose the 
revolutionary concept. But by turning out in their num- 
bers to vote for their true representatives. the people 
reyected the pretentions of those yesterday's men and 
their new found alhies. 


Ladies and gentlemen, if history has any meaning for us. 
it could only be mght that we sought a better way to build 
secure foundations at the base of our political and 
administrative structures. That was our agenda and | 
made it clear then that once we had given ourselves time 
for the foundations to solidify, we would take further 
steps towards erecting the national structures. The 
assemblies, which were inaugurated almost two years 
ago. have since demonstrated a tremendous capacity to 
serve both as the vehicle for development and a truly 
representative voice of the people. The respectable men 
and women in the assemblies have continued to grow in 
experience and competence, bringing in measures of 
self-confidence, initiative, and community pride to Gha- 
naians who. under previous governments, had been 
assigned the role of passive onlookers in the affairs 
governments. It ss the policy of the PNDC to continue to 
encourage and assist the people of this country to exer- 
cise, in every possible way, their legitimate rights as 
ciizens of this country. 


Government 1s, however, aware of the numerous prob- 
lems facing the assemblies and 1s equally concerned that 
they do not just exist but are viable enough to carry out 
the developmental and other very important functions 
assigned to them. To this end, the financial provisions of 
the local government laws have been reviewed on two 
additional sources of revenue, namely the daily transport 
tax and advertisement tax have been ceded to the 
assemblies. It 1s expected that these two sources alone 
will make available to the assemblies over | billion cedis 
in 1991. The distribution of the revenue accrued from 
ihe two taxes will be done bearing in mind the financial 
circumstances of the various districts. As you and | 
know, it is not beneficial for one district to have 
resources to buiid roads, for instance, when other roads 
cading to that very district are impossibie. Revenue 
sharing will therefore as far as possible be on the basis of 
the principles of equal and balanced development. 


In addition to these and other measures, steps will be taken 
to ensure the full implementation of the program for the 
decentralized departments. Government is aware also of 
the tendency on the part of some departments to under- 
mine the authority of the district assemblies, claiming to 
report only to their head offices. There have been cases 
where requests by the district for vital information have 
been turned down because the personnel of departments 
concerned still refuse to understand the new order in local 
government administration. This year, the full authority of 
the assemblies within the limits of the local government 
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law will be brought to bare on the operations of the 

decentralized departmc nts in the districts. Also, the puni- 

tive transfers of some dedicated assembly members out- 

side thei electoral districts will be stopped and those 
'ready carned out will be investigated. 


Fellow countrymen and women, some attitudes being 
displaved by the bureaucracy have tended to impede the 
process of grassroots partition and actions will be taken 
to make the bureaucracy responsive enough to work for 
the people and with the people. It 1s our determination to 
reward merit im both the civil and public service. How- 
ever, those who turn simple matters into big problems, 
those whose attitudes continue to stifle the initiative and 
drive of their younger assistants and subordinates will 
have to face the consequences of their actions. [passage 
omitted] 


Countrymen and women, over the past year and a half, I 
have observed what is happening. the creeping back of 
some old habits both at the community level and work 
places. Many of us have unknowingly dropped our 
guards and have failed to exercise the vigilance of the 
early years of the revolution. The economic recovery 
program will not achieve anything more for us if we do 
not undertake serious soul searching about the human 
traits that are weighing us down as a nation and pre- 
venting the liberation of the creative energies of 
employees, whether in the private or public sectors, and 
the use of our considerable natural resources to create 
work for us all 


Responsible citizens and our revolutionary organs will 
be expected to increase therr vigilance and play a respon- 
sible role in confronting those old habits wherever they 
may appear. The organs have already made immense 
sacrifices for the benefit of our people and will be 
expected to do so with little or no material rewards, and 
that 1s the cross they have to bear. The very responsi- 
bility you bear as a cadre sadly means that whereas 
others may be pardoned or receive lighter punishment 
for the same misdeed, yours will be heavier, and that also 
is the cross that you bear. The committees for the 
defense of the revolution and local umons will also be 
capected to assist in creating healthy climate for work by 
creating the necessary healthy atmosphere that will pro- 
tect and prevent the exploration of our workers as we 
continue the divestiture program. 


Ladies and gentlemen. another dangerous tendency that 
continues to plague our national life 1s the tendency of 
same things going wrong but turning back and simply 
hoping that things wall get better, in spite of our default, 
in spite of Our not acting upon the situation. In many 
everday situations, we allow wrongdoing and injustice to 
prevar! and to gain ground because we are being passive 
And that is what I meant by the culture of silence. How 
do we advance in freedom and justice if we are not 
willing to pay the price of positive defiance to restore 
respect for deserved ones and for ourselves? [1 1s part of 
the challenge of democracy that will defy oppression, 
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whether from within or from without, and establish a 
culture of respect for the most insignificant secming 
member of our society. 


Countrymen and women, as we begin our march towards 
the 10th milestone, it 1s important to restate the political 
objectives of the 31 December revolution in order to 
correctly project our thoughts into the future of the 
political process. It 1s also important to remember some 
facts about the ongoing process. We began this process of 
democratization and restructuring long before there was 
any sign of the changes that have witnessed in Eastern 
Europe, long before anyone heard of glasnost or pere- 
stroika and the opportunistic demands being made in 
certain quarters today in the name of democracy. We 
began our own because we deemed it right, because we 
were faithfully and fundamentally dedicated to the real- 
ization of true democracy in our land, and because we 
faithfully and sincerely believe that the only way to free 
the latent energies and talents of our people and have 
them channeled into positive pursuits was to give them 
[word indistinct] to control their own affairs in a demo- 
cratic manner. 


But you know, as I do, that this 1s not the first time we 
have been talking about building a democratic society. It 
was on the agenda during our struggle for independence 
and it has been on the agenda ever since. We have tried 
many constitutions and each time faltered along the way 
The democratic ideals that we yearn for require the 
commitment of all of us and we will only be commitied 
if we understand the implications of these ideals for all 
aspects of our lives. 


Ladies and gentlemen, government ts not the only body 
required to practice democracy between itself and mem- 
bers of the public, but it 1s a fundamental requirement 
amongst human beings. We cannot profess the ideals of 
democracy and yet deny its practice in our homes, in our 
workplaces, in our unions, and in the churches or home 
services to which we belong. 


Democracy is not just about forming political parties 
and contesting elections. Indeed, we have seen the par- 
adox of political parties whose mode of internal organi- 
zation has been far from democratic and who have 
therefore themselves destabilized the very constitutional 
order they were supposed to be upholding even before 
any military coup took place. 


It has to be the cas’ therefore, that if we are seeking 
something that will endure, then we should not confine 
ourselves to the conventional theories of democracy to 
which we have become so much attached, and that we 
should rather stretch our imagination, plus our inge- 
nuity, critically examine our past and recent experiences, 
in the hope that we might fashion democratic structures 
that would be in accordance with our temperament and 
conditions as black African Ghanaians with our unique 
way of doing things, as a result of who we are, where we 
have come from, and where we are going, with our 
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limited resources but abundant pride and intense desire 
to feel the freedom of our sovereignty. 


That was why in July this year, the National Commission 
for Democracy [NCD] began sounding national opinions 
on what people saw as the way to follow. From the 
contnbutions made at the various regional fora, it 
became clear that the trauma of repeated failures of 
previous constitution models has generated fresh 
thinking among our people. 


Fellow Ghanaians, | have my views and | would like to 
“xpress them candidly. With our past experiences as a 
guu'e, | have had some reservations about a total reli- 
ance on some of the simplistic and superficial proposals 
that have been canvassed in the form of slogans and 
cliches. | am also concerned about the undue emphasis 
being placed on the electoral process per se to the neglect 
of other important issues of democracy such as the role 
and rights of trade unions, the position of the security 
forces in the political machinery, equality of women, the 
role of law irrespective of who you are, the conditions 
and environment within which we in Africa conduct 
political campaigns and the electoral forces, and, above 
all, how to forge unity amongst our peoples. Ladies and 
gentlemen, | sincerely believe that a serious consider- 
ation of some of these issues will enrich our discussion 


The NCD has held public deliberations at all the regional 
capitals where large numbers of Ghanaians freely artic- 
ulated their views. | am aware the commission 1s sti! 
receiving memoranda from all sections of the people 
and, where possible, making themselves available for a 
dialogue with those who seriously want to contribute to 
the search for a rational and stable future for our 
country. 


During the seminars organized by the NDC at the 
regional capitals, hundreds of individuals were heard as 
spokesmen and women for groups with similar inter- 
ests—whether chiefs, lawyers, teachers, farmers, union- 
ized labor. assembly members, women’s groups, and so 
on. In effect, the opinions of thousands of people were 
expressed, and these in turn were heard on radio and 
television or through the press by other millions in this 
country. And they, in turn, discussed what they heard at 
home, at work, in buses, in bars, and under trees in their 
compounds all over the country. 


Countrymen and women, | do not believe that it ts 
necessary for the NDC to repeat the same formula of 
organized fora and debates at the district and lower 
levels. This is because, despite the great success of the 
regional fora, there is a danger of the discussion 
becoming repetitive, diffused, and probably increasingly 
vague, or of becoming oversimplified and polarized. 
That 1s if we continue to go on discussing the same issues 
endlessly. [passage omitted] 


Therefore, in order not to kill interest in and enthusiasm 
in the process that has been initiated towards consoli- 
dating the democratic future, the NDC has been 
requested to present its report by the end of March this 
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year to enable the PNDC to convene a broad-based 
national consultative body, which would use the report, 
as well as the 1957, 1960, 1969, and 1979 constitutions 
and other constitutions as the basis for further consulta- 
tions and discussions on the content and form of the 
future constitution. 


Ladies and gentlemen, a group of constitutional experts 
may also be assembled to assist in setting the constitu- 
tional process into an appropriate legal framework. We 
expect that by this time next year, we would have 
completed steps that would give us a draft constitution. 


The NDC has also been requested to open the voter's 
register in accordance with electoral regulations by the 
end of the year, and take the necessary steps towards a 
program of issuing identity cards to all citizens of 
Ghana. 


Fellow countrymen and women, our eyes are now firmly 
set on the final phase of our journey as a provisional 
government and on the road towards establishing for 
Ghana a new constitutional order. But I believe we have 
learnt over the years that a constitution, as a mere legal 
documeni, is of no real value—however fine the lan- 
guage and however lofty the sentiments—unless it is a 
true reflection and embodiment of the perceptions and 
noble aspirations of ordinary Ghanaians. 


When a constitution embodies principles which are a 
consensus of the commonly held views and practical 
experiences of people from Axim to Bawku, from 
Hamale to Aflao, then no force can breach such a 
constitution, because it resides not in a piece of paper, 
but written with the blood of the people. In other words, 
the character of the constitution we envisage cannot be 
the work of any small group of people. Its contents must, 
as we have always been insisting, derive from our histor- 
ical experiences and also from the democratic process set 
in motion on June 4, 1979 and December 31, 1981. 


Ladies and genticmen, it is my hope that each and every 
person who may be called upon during the coming year 
to contribute to this process of fashioning a living 
constitution would do so with humility, clarity, and a 
deep sense of responsibility towards the future of our 
dear Ghana. Fellow Ghanaians, it is time to take these 
steps into the future. It is not a blind leap, and it is nota 
question of merely following current fashions. We will 
proceed according to our Ghanaian pace, and not upon 
the dictates of those who peddle models and abstract 
prescriptions without paying attention to specific cir- 
cumstances. 


As part of the steps towards the preparation of the 
Constitution, the Ghana Law Reform Commission will 
be tasked with ‘he review of existing laws, with a view to 
harmonizing to accord with the spirit of the provisions 
on fundamental human rights as may be enshrined in the 
future constitution. This review is in line with the 
government's policy of ensuring that law reform is a 
continuous process that is in keeping with changes tn 
social values and national aspirations. 
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Our concrete commitment to the pursuit of the funda- 
mental human rights of the people, however, cannot be 
the same as those who merely find it fashionable to shout 
cliches and slogans Ga human rights and resort to rhet- 
oric Only to score debating points. Human mghts cannot 
be limited to paper guarantees only; hence, the various 
policies initiated by the government to promote the 
cause of human rights by improving the economic con- 
ditions that ensure the welfare of the average Ghanaian. 


The government also recognizes the role of the press in 
evolving democratic process and will accordingly take 
steps to constitute a national body on the media that will, 
amongst others, ensure that the press, both private and 
public, 1s adequately prepared for the high responsibili- 
ties it must shoulder as we advance towards a new 
constititution. It is also envisaged that the body will 
foster the achievement and maintenance of the highest 
professional stan’ rds in the mass media. It is hoped 
that this new body would check those who hide behind 
the freedom of the press to publish misleading reports 
and also protect the interest and security of journalists as 
well as the gencral public. In addition to these actions, 
the PNDC will carry out a general reorganization of a 
number of organs, including the public tribunals and the 
National Investigations Committee. 


Countrymen and women, the challenge ahead is enor- 
mous, bui the battle is half won once we understand the 
nature of our problems and set about tackling them 
constructively. | am encouraged to note that the present 
challenges are in a large measure the product of the 
economic and political successes already achieved under 
the revolution. Without the economic growth and 
without the democratic process initiated by the revolu- 
tion, our journey into the future would not have been as 
smooth as we found it, especially when we compare our 
situation with other countries around us. 


Ladies and gentlemen, | can say with all humility that 
after nine years of the revolution at work, life in Ghana 
has regained its rhythm and we can now look towards the 
future with hope and assurance. Continued success in 
our economic recovery requires a stable political climate, 
and we must casure that the steps that we will be taking 
in political and economic institution building are mea- 
sured steps so that we do not stumble and disrupt ovr 


progress. 


And we are not talking about the stability that resists 
innovation, that represses creativity and boldness, or 
that is just window dressing to give foreign investors an 
appearance that they are welcome. Stability must be 
dynamic and adaptive, a base on which to provide more 
and more room for the creativity and bold innovation 
that would lead to our development. 


Fellow countrymen and women, the enormity of the task 
is SO demanding that all our mental, physical, and moral 
resources will be called into play. Courage and determ:- 
nation will be required if our generation is to fulfill its 
historic responsibility. 
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My dear countrymen and women, the time has come for 
us to show mutual trust and tolerance. We may not all 
share the same ideas, but we share the same destiny. We 
may not be particularly fond of each other, but we need 
to be particularly tolerant of each other. 


Fellow Ghanaians, we stand at a crucial stage in our 
nation’s history, conscious of the destiny that beckons to 
us all. We must hold out a hand of reconciliation, of 
trust, and confidence. The hand must be open to all who 
seek the future well-being of our nation. 


| am not asking anyone to abandon his interest, nor am 
I asking for anyone to suppress his opinions. No. I am 
simply and deeply convinced of the need for harmony 
and cooperation, of common vision, common objec- 
tives, and, above all, for the unity of our nation. Let us 
embrace the spirit of the times we are living whilst 
realizing the spiritual values of our noble heritage. 


And finally ladies and gentlemen, may I once again wish 
you all the goodwill of the season and God's blessings of 
the year. Goodnight. 


Liberia 


Interim President Addresses Nation on New Year 


AB0301100091 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 
0900 GMT 2 Jan 91 


[New year speech by Interim President Amos Sawyer in 
Monrovia; date not given—recorded] 


[Excerpts] Vice president and Mrs. Diggs, members of the 
Interim Legislative Assembly, officials of government. 
General Hezekiah Bowen and officers of the Armed Forces 
of Liberia, Brigadier General Prince Yormi Johnson, 
officers of the Independent National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia, distinguished religious leaders and members of 
the clergy, members of the Diplomatic Corps, foreign 
friends, fellow citizens, ladies and gentlemen: On behalf of 
the Interim Government of National Unity, I extend to 
you New Year's greetings and felicitations with the hope 
that the new year 1991 will be a year of peace, harmony, 
and prosperity, and that God will cast his blessings upon us 
and heal our land. 


The year 1990 has been a sad year for our country. 
Although we have no exact figure, we know that thou- 
sands of our people have died as the result of this 
senseless civil war. Thousands of others are injured in 
body. and al! of us are injured in spirit. Let us stand and 
observe a moment of silence in memory of all those who 
died as a result of the civil war and others who have 
succumbed tn the last year. May their souls rest in peace! 


Thank you very much. 


As we begin a new year, 11 1s Customary that we review 
the past year and outline our prospects for the future. 
The tragedies of the vear 1990 need no review because 
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they will remain painfully fresh in the memories of many 
of us for many, many years to come. 


We have seen how the greed on the part of a few can 
bring disaster to a society, ruin lives of innocent people, 
plunder productive resources accumulated over the 
years, and leave our society wasted. We must not let this 
happen again. In order to ensure that this disaster does 
not befall us again, we must begin anew on firm founda- 
tions. To do so, we must first seek and achieve a just and 
appropriate peace, a peace upon which democratic insti- 
tutions can be built and not simply a peace achieved as a 
patchwork to appease belligerent forces. 


This country belongs to ali of its people, not to any 
warring faction or factions, no matter how well armed, 
well intentioned, or well entrenched. It is our opinion 
that the road to peace initiated by the Interfaith Media- 
tion Committee and continued by ECOWAS [Economic 
Community of West African States] constitutes a lauda- 
tory and appropriate framework within which we can 
achieve not only the absence of war but a positive 
beginning toward the building of a democratic society. 


Since the outbreak of civil strife on 24 December 1989, 
Liberians of all walks of life and people of goodwill 
around the world have engaged themselves in the search 
for peace in Liberia. Unfortunately, due to the fact that 
most of our country has been engulfed in war during this 
period and communications with the outside world have 
been virtually nonexistent, very little has been known of 
the rugged courses leading to our presence here today 
and to further activities to the future. I ask your indul- 
gence as I take this opportunity to review with you some 
of the highlights of the efforts to achieve peace as a basis 
for democratic social development in our society. 


Efforts of the Interfaith Mediation Committee, as we 
recount these highlights, we must first salute the Liberian 
Council of Churches and the National Muslim Council 
of Liberia, two organizations who together are the 
embodiment of the moral conscience of our society. 
They stood up for justice when it was not fashionable to 
do so. We must also salute the Citizens Committee for 
Peace and Democracy that demonstrated the true 
meaning of patriotism and put their lives on the line to 
secure a just and appropriate peace. We must salute the 
Press Union of Liberia, the Liberian National Students 
Union, and other organizations that stood up for a just 
and appropriate peace. These organizations constitute 
the fundamental units of social action whose empower- 
ment is so essential to the building of a just and demo- 
cratic society. 


This Interim Government of National Unity intends to 
spare no efforts in working side by side with such groups 
to ensure their empowerment and the protection of their 
integrity so that they can solely meet their commitments 
to the Liberian people. We must not forget that it was the 
Interfaith Mediation Committee. under the able leader- 
ship of Archbishop Michael Francis and Sheikh 
Kafumba Konnah and others, that first initiated the 
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peace plan that was later modified and is now a part of 
the ECOWAS Peace Plan. Archbishop Michael Francis, 
Sheikh Kafumba Konnah, and their colleagues traveled 
over bush roads, by single-engine plane, derricks, and by 
other modes of transport to meet face to face in jungle 
hideouts and in the Executive Mansion fortress with the 
principal antagonists in their senseless struggle for 


power. 


After several weeks of meeting in Freetown. Sierra 
Leone, with the delegations involving the National Patri- 
otic Front of Liberia and the Liberian Government, 
Archbishop Francis, Sheikh Kafumba Konnah. and their 
colleagues had thought that their efforts had failed, but 
little did they know that their efforts at crystallizing the 
issues and their objectivity of purpose had provided a 
cradle of peace, the formula of which was to be fully 
outlined by the West African Economic Community in 
an unprecedented subregional! initiative. 


Today, Liberians and other West Africans and people of 
goodwill around the world can stand tall that the path to 
peace has been charted right here in this subregion. 
[applause] What are the contents of the ECOWAS Peace 
Plan? In order to fully understand the contents of the 
ECOWAS Peace Plan, we need to review the peace 
proposals of the Interfaith Mediation Committee. For as 
early as 5 June 1.90, the Interfaith Mediation Com- 
mittee had proposed the following as a solution to the 
civil war: |. a ceasefire to be observed by all parties; 2. a 
roundtable conference for the formation of an interim 
government; and 3. that the Government of Liberia and 
the National Patriotic Front take steps to ensure the 
security of civilians. These proposals were similar to 
proposals advanced by several other Liberian groups 
abroad. [passage omitted] 


It is !mportant to point these essential features of 
Liberian-derived proposals to end the civil war because 
the proposals that are today seen as the ECOWAS Peace 
Plan are based on what Liberians themselves proposed 
as appropriate measures for the settlement of the conflict 
in their country prior to the involvement of ECOWAS. 


[Passage omitted] Let the world go forth from this place 
at this time, that the interim government of national 
unity is totally committed to governance by the rule of 
law as enshrined in the Liberian Constitution, [applause] 
the protection of fundamental rights as prescribed that 
Constitution, and the upholding of human rights, con- 
sistent with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
and the African Charter of People’s and Human Rights. 
[applause] 


We are aware that our commitment in this respect may 
conflict with what some may urge upon us as emergency 
remedies required by our current circumstances. But we 
will prefer to be criticized as a government slow to act, 
but acting in defense of human rights and dignity than a 
government playing to the gallery of mass hysteria and 
popular whims. [applause] For it is always easy to 
demand prompt justice when somebody else’s life is on 
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the line. It is always easy to demand prompt justice when 
other peoples’ interest is at stake. With the decision to 
fashion the interim government in keeping with the 
Constitution of Liberia, as the first major result, the 
Banjul All-Liberian Conference wasted no time in 
designing structures of government in keeping with the 
Constitution, deviating only where absolutely necessary. 
Such deviations included the questions of tenure of 
office of the interim president and vice president, their 
ineligibility to contest the ensuing elections, the creation 
of a unicameral 35-member interim legislative assembly, 
and the reorganization of the judiciary. 


A first decision of the conference was to elect an interim 
president and vice president, and to designate the posi- 
tions of speaker and deputy speaker of the Assembly to 
the leaders of the National Patriotic Front and the 
Independent National Patriotic Front respectively, or 
their designates. A fourth decision of the conference was 
to make good faith efforts to reach Mr. Taylor and the 
Patriotic Front, and to secure their participation in the 
interim government of national unity. Unfortunately, far 
from agreeing to join his compatriots, Mr. Taylor 
embarked on a slander campaign against the interim 
government, those organizations and institutions that 
attended the All-Liberian Conference in Banjul, and all 
those African leaders whose troops constituted 
ECOMOG [ECOWAS Cease-fire Monitoring Group]. 


Ladies and gentlemen, we are pleased to inform you that 
your interim government of national unity has not 
degenerated into the gutter to reciprocate Mr. Taylor's 
vituperations. [applause] Why this interim government 
of national unity? Your interim national government of 
national unity, despite its efforts to reach out to Mr. 
Taylor, and the National Patriotic Front, has sometimes 
been criticized as being too political, consisting preemi- 
nently of political parties, and the Independent National 
Patriotic Front. We are also criticized as being too 
cautious, and even faceless in the face of stubborn 
problems. Some have said that there is a need for a 
nonpolitical, technocratic or cagey-led interim govern- 
ment that will, unimpeded by political considerations, 
quickly set the house right and turn it over to politicians 
after elections. As plausible as these arguments sound, 
and as well-intentioned as they may be, together, they 
constitute a veritable recipe for disaster. [applause] 


They are akin to the suggestion that in preparation for a 
football match, you take nonfootball players and put 
them to camp, give them some superficial training, and 
then on the day of the real match, you take rusty players 
and put them on a field of play. [applause] 


For better or for worse, ladies and gentlemen, our 
political system, under our Consitution, has designated 
the responsibility of government largely to political 
parties. Under Article 77 of our Constitution, it 1s 
political parties that are designated the task of selecting 
candidates and campaigning and contesting elections. 
More than any other group in society, the functions of 
governance is a task for political parties. Thus, are we 
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not, therefore, blessed when all six political parties, 
suspicious as they are of each other, are prepared to 
participate in an interim government of national unity? 
{long applause] Does this not augur well for our country 
and its future? I certainly think so. The fact that all 
political parties and other interest groups could come 
together at this point in our national history and agree on 
a leadership selected among their mates, is an indication 
of the enormous progress since 1985, when after the 
miserably rigged elections, all four political parties con- 
testing claimed victory, with none prepared at that time 
to concede to the other. 


The cooperation of political parties in an interim gov- 
ernment of national unity is, therefore, a healthy sign for 
our society because it provides an opportunity, as if it 
were a dress rehearsal, for political parties to work 
together, breaking the vicious cycle of suspicion and 
distrust, of perceiving political affairs as a zero sum 
game, in which winner takes all and losers try to undo 
winner. We are certain that your government of national 
unity consisting of, as it is, of all political parties, interest 
groups, and civic-minded individuals around the 
country, offers the best hope for democracy in the future 
of Liberia. [applause] 


That is why we asked the National Patriotic Front of Mr. 
Charles Taylor to join this government. If Mr. Taylor 
doubts our claims, let him open up the gates. Let him 
remove the barriers, and let the people go. Let us see in 
which direction they will run, to Gbarnga or to Mon- 
rovia. [applause] 


[Passage omitted] We have attended meetings in Bam- 
ako, Banjul, Accra, Lagos, and numerous other subre- 
gional capitals, all in the search of peace and reaching an 
accommodation with Mr. Taylor. We have done so not 
because we are weak, but because we are fully aware of 
the sufferings that have been imposed on the Liberian 
people and the need for a political settlement with all 
those, including Mr. Taylor and his group, that have 
subjected the Liberian people to so much sufferings. 


As a government of national unity, our strength lies in 
the vast array of forces that support us. This government 
has a broader base of support among the Liberian people 
than Mr. Taylor or any warring faction for that matter. 
However, in the interest of peace, we have opted to move 
cautiously while we extend the olive branch of peace. 
Unfortunately, our caution not to move ahead without 
Mr. Taylor is being abused. We detect, especially since 
Bamako, the strategy of delay on the part of the NPFL 
designed to achieve a situation in which there is freedom 
from war without a commitment to a cease-fire agree- 
ment. It would appear as if Mr. Taylor and his front 
would (?want) such a situation since it implies the 
partitioning of our country, thereby, affording his forces 
ample opportunity to continue to plunder our country as 
they are doing. 


Reports from the length and breadth of NPFL-occupied 
territory speak of the confiscation and looting of private 
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farms in Lofa by roaming bands of NPFL gunmen, the 
terrorizing of citizens in Sinoe by vicious thugs in the 
name of the NPFL, and the raping of our forest and other 
national resources by the NPFL and unscrupulous busi- 
nessmen who find themselves in an alliance of conve- 
nience. These conditions, ladies and gentlemen, are 
totally unacceptable to this interim government of 
national unity. [applause] 


While we continue to extend our arms to Mr. Taylor, we 
are nol prepared to play his game. This country belongs 
to all of the Liberian people and not to the NPFL or any 
warring faction. [applause] This country is not a trophy 
to be awarded to the biggest gun or the most flamboyant 
warrior. [applause] As an interim government of 
national unity, we have a responsibility to ensure that 
the Liberian people are not marginalized in the question 
of settling their own destiny. We shall not shirk the 
responsibility. We want your support and we want to 
enforce this mandate. [applause] 


A little over a month ago. on 22 November 1990, when 
we took the oath of office as president of the interim 
government of national unity, we publicly received the 
support—the total and unflinching support—from the 
men and women of the Armed Forces of Liberia [AFL] 
through Lieutenant General Hezekiah Bowen. We hold 
Gen. Bowen and the men and women of the AFL to this 
pledge. During the same occasion, and in addition to 
their participation in the Banjul All-Liberia conference, 
at which the interim government was born, the Indepen- 
dent National Patriotic Front [INPFL] pledged total and 
unflinching support to this government. On that occa- 
sion, Brigadier General Prince Y. Johnson, commander 
of the INPFL said. and | quote: There cannot be two 
captains on one ship. Mr. President, you are the captain 
and we support you. [applause] We also hold the INPFL 
to this commitment. 


Ladies and gentlemen, we have reached a point where 
our efforts to achieve lasting peace can no longer take 
precedence over our other commitments which this 
government has to the Liberian people. We are aware 
that much hope is placed in this government. We will not 
let this hope evaporate. While we continue to work to 
incorporate Mr. Tayloi and the NPFL in the interim 
government, we shall proceed with new initiatives to 
restore our country and meet the needs of our people as 
difficult as that challenge may be. [applause] 


Modest gains: We are aware that in view of the difficult 
conditions of distress that are [word indistinct] in our 
society, our people are desperate to see substantial 
national progress in a short time. This government is 
only one month old and it is no secret that we are starting 
from a depleted material base. It is also no secret that our 
government is broke, that our coffers are empty, and 
there are certain businesses that operated here during the 
old regime, in collusion with some former officials of 
that regime now seeking to hold our national finances to 
ransom. They have sought to place the lid on all Liberian 
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Government accounts and attachments on all govern- 
ment properties abroad. Having mismanaged this 
country and contributed to the current debacle, they now 
seek to further bleed our country, even as it is tottering 
on the brink of financial ruin. We are making all efforts 
to counter their sinister designs and we need your help 
and your support. [applause] 


{Words indistinct] working to restore the international 
connections. We are working on extending the electricity 
and water supply to ever-increasing sections of greater 
Monrovia. We have also encouraged and have attained 
satisfying results in the restoring of residences in Sinkor, 
Congotown, Paynesville, and other areas of greater Mon- 
rovia, but the greatest accomplishment to be seen is the 
flourishing of the spirit of voluntarism. We are pleased 
with the continuing growth of the spirit of self-help 
which pervades our community. We are especially 
pleased that this spirit has now entered the public sector, 
for we now find government employees heeding our call 
to return to their offices to clear the debris and put things 
back in order. We see our communities involved in 
vigorous clean up campaigns. Some have even attempted 
to undertake minor public works projects. Not only do 
we find such initiatives commendable, we intend to 
continue to encourage them. In times like these, some 
would rather see a government as a redeemer, the 
repository of answers to all of our problems, the benev- 
olent giver all of good things. 


Ladies and gentlemen, your government of national 
unity rejects such [a] role even if all the resources in the 
world were at its disposal. As often stated, this govern- 
ment of national unity perceives itself as a partner of the 
people, working side by side in their communities and in 
their fields, building with them, growing with them. We 
need your support, we want your help to move this 
partnership forward. 


The food situation: In addition to the economic plight 
created by the destruction of our productive infrastruc- 
ture and the stranglehold placed on our international 
finances, our people continue to exist on the brink of 
starvation, due largely to the inadequacy of international 
relief in food. We are exceedingly thankful to the inter- 
national relief agencies, particularly to the World Food 
Program of the United Nations, Medecins Sans Fron- 
tieres, the Catholic Relief Service, and for the govern- 
ments that support these programs. It is clear that 
without their food and other assistance, our people will 
continue to starve to death. Even more serious, my 
fellow Liberians, is the fact that development in a 
security situation has had a direct bearing on the relief 
food distribution process. With significantly improved 
security in Monrovia and its environs—and thanks to 
ECOMOG—this part of our country has become a safe 
haven for all Liberians. Thousands of our people are 
beginning to pour in this area from behind National 
Patriotic Front lines, and from the ranks of Liberian 
refugees in neighboring countries. This welcome devel- 
opment, however, has left the quantity of relief food 


FBIS-AFR-91-002 
3 January 1991 


flowing into our country trailing far behind the huge 
number of Liberians soaring into this area. 


Such unplanned return of our citizens has evidently 
stretched food supplies to their limit. It is in this light 
that we continue to appeal to these agencies and other 
international donors to increase their relief assistance to 
our people. For, only with an adequate supply of relief 
can our people move from the brink of starvation to 
engage in productive activities. We are aware that the 
distribution of existing food siock has also been prob- 
lematic. We would like to express our thanks and appre- 
ciation to the Special Emergency Liberian Food Pro- 
gram, SELF, that has been saddled with the 
responsibility of distributing food. The responsibility of 
distributing relief food on such a massive scale is a new 
experience for any Liberian agency. We are therefore 
pleased that SELF has managed so well. However, it ts 
now evident that the task supersedes the capacity of any 
single organization. We have therefore directed a fair 
review of practices and policies pertaining to the distri- 
bution of food relief to ensure decentralization and the 
diversification of distribution. [applause] 


Accordingly, we are pleased to announce the establish- 
ment of a National Commission on Relief, whose 
responsibility includes the formulation and implementa- 
tion of government policies on relief and the monitoring 
of relief distribution to ensure accountability and effi- 
ciency. [applause] The immediate task of the commis- 
sion shall be to formulate a strategy for the decentrali- 
zation and diversification of the distribution of relief 
supplies to ensure that such relief reaches all of our 
people, thereby defusing a critical situation. The 
National Commission on Relief is to be chaired by the 
vice president. We want to assure our people that this 
government of national unity 1s committed to ensuring 
the constant supply of relief. While such schemes as food 
for work will be encouraged, we are aware that a long- 
term solution to the food problem and to the general 
problem of scarcity of essential commodities resides in 
the revitalization of our commercial life in our society. 
The interim government of national unity has already 
taken some steps in this direction. You may have already 
heard of the appointment of Mr. David Binten, a 
renowned Liberian banker, as governor of the National 
Bank. Mr. Binten assures that the National Bank would 
resume its activities in a few short weeks and that 
commercial banks would be ready to resume their activ- 
ities shortly thereafter. 


Accordingly, in the next few days, more appointments 
will be made to facilitate the revitalization of economic 
and financial activities in our country. [applause] As we 
make efforts to revitalize commerce, we are alarmed at 
the exploitation of the Liberian people by some mer- 
chants who are engaged in unconscionable profiteering. 
[murmuring] We are aware that some of these merchants 
have enjoyed the commercial vibrancy of our society in 
better times. They now choose to repay us by exploiting 
our national tragedy and flourishing on our distress. This 
government of national unity will leave no stone 
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unturned in containing these sinister practices. Individ- 
uals involved in such practices will be faced with the full 
weight of the law. [applause] 


Transportation and other services: The activation of 
public transportation system is the current priority of the 
government of national unity. Not only have we encour- 
aged owners of private transport to resume their activi- 
ties and they are doing so slowly, we are now concluding 
efforts to restart the transport buses of the Monrovia 
Transit Authority. [applause] 


The gains we have outlined, ladies and gentlemen, are 
modest and constitute only a drop in the bucket when 
compared against the huge problem we face. However, 
they do constitute a stari. We intend to steadily improve 
on them. Accordingly, we have already begun to formu- 
late blueprints, which will eventually develop into full- 
hand packages for the repatriation and resettlement of 
our people and for the rehabilitation of our young people 
who have been affected by the war either as combatants 
or otherwise. The plight of our youth is one of our 
foremost concerns. We shall do our best to ensure the 
reopening of schools as soon as possible. [applause] 


We are also concerned, and particularly so, with the 
continuous stealing of private and public property and 
have now directed the police to take measures, along 
with ECOMOG, to bring this situation under control. 
[applause] 


Ladies and gentlemen. we have spoken to you al great 
length, not because we enjoy the sound of our voice, or 
because we want to hold you as a captive audience. We 
are aware that we have assumed this office at a time 
when our country faces its greatest challenge in its 
history and at a time when our people are on the verge of 
dispair. We have assumed this office when there is much 
healing to be done. Much is expected of us. Some may 
even wish we had a magic wand. We do not. But what we 
do have, however, is the will to tell you the truth, to 
stretch out the hands to meet you where you are, to 
engage in no gimmicks, no doubletalk, but to explore 
with you solutions to our problem. We want your full 
support. Together, we can pull ourselves up again. 


Although this is a government of national unity, we have 
no intention of forging a unity with those who work 
against the national interest. [applause] This government 
is Committed to ensuring public accountability and hon- 
esty. This government will work diligently to contain 
those who cannot contain their greed. [applause] This ts 
common knowledge that the problems faced by us as a 
people is deeply rooted in the unrestrained greed and 
selfishness of some of our citizens who have been com- 
pletely insensitive to the effects of their actions on our 
country. We must break away from the past and together 
chart a more (?precious) course, be mindful of what 
corruption and other acts of dishonesty have done to our 
country. For us as a government of national unity, we 
will work together with you side by side to restore our 
country. We hope that as we start the new year, we will 
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all commit ourselves to the greater goal of rebuilding our 
country, reminding ourselves that in union [words indis- 
tinct] success is sure. We cannot fail. With God above, 
our work [words indistinct], we will (?by his power 
prevail). We wish you a prosperous New Year and may 
God (?richly) bless you. Thank you very much. 


‘Hungry’ NPFL Rebels Raid Villages, Towns 


ABO0201223091 Paris AFP in English 2226 GMT 
2 Jan 91 


[Text] Monrovia, Jan 2 (AFP)—Hungry rebels of 
Charles Taylor's National Patriotic Front of Liberia 
(NPFL) renewed raids on several villages and towns 
around Monrovia during the new year holiday season in 
search of food and money, witnesses said Tuesday. 
Witnesses who fled Bensonville, Arth —.on, Kanestown 
and Sasstown near the capital said the rebels of the 
NPEFL sixth battalion looted rice, cassava, vegetables and 
cooking oil. They said young men and girls were forced 
to take their looted goods to nearby rebel-controlled 
Kakata. 


The witnesses said the rebels did not shoot anyone for 
fear of alerting West African peace-keeping forces man- 
ning checkpoints near the towns. But they said the 
guerrillas were killing nationals from the five West 
African states which contributed to the peace-keeping 
forces. Liberians harbouring Nigerians, Ghanaians, 
Sierra Leoneans, Guineans and Gambuians were also 
killed, the witnesses said. 


Ten ECOMOG Soldiers Reportedly Poisoned 


4B0201151191 Dakar PANA in Enelish 1239 GMT 
2 Jan 91 


[Text] Accra, 2 Jan (GNA/PANA)}—About 10 soldiers 
from Nigeria and Sierra Leone, serving with the West 
African peace-keeping force (ECOMOG) in Liberia, 
have died from poisoing. newspaper reports said in 
Accra on Wednesday. The GHANA NEWS AGENCY 
report on the incident said the newspapers, quoting 
sources close to ECOMOG, said the soldiers died after 
they took some bottles of soft drinks believed to have 
been poisoned. They said a number of soldiers who also 
took the drink had gone blind. The reports said the 
Ghanaian leader, Fit. Lt. Jerry Rawlings, expressed 
shock when he received news of the incident. 


Ghana, Nigeria, Guinea, The Gambia and Sierra Leone 
sent a peace-keeping force to Liberia last August to 
enforce a cease-fire in the Liberian civil war. 


Nigeria 


New Naval Ordinance Corps Established 
180201184891 Dakar PANA in English 1706 GMT 
2 Jan 9! 


[Text] Lagos, 2 Jan (PANA/NAN)—The Nigerian Navy 
has set up a Naval Ordinance Corps (NOC), bringing to 
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five the number of new operational formations in the 
force since it began an internal re-organisation in Jan- 
uary 1990, the chief of naval staff, Vice Admiral Murtala 
Nyako, said Tuesday in Lagos. The chief of naval staff 
said in an end-of-the-year interview with the NEWS 
AGENCY OF NIGERIA (NAN) that the NOC was set 
up to enhance and localise the ability of the Nigerian 
Navy to effectively maintain its weapons systems. 


Vice Admiral Nyako said that the new corps and the 
others—namely the Fleet Maintenance Corps (FMC), 
the Building and Engineering Service Corps (BSEC), 
Naval Material Supply Corps (NMSC) and the Naval 
Information Management Corps (NIMAC)—set up in 
1990, have similar structures to make them function as 
field organisations to facilitate naval operations. 


Naval headquarters, he said, would ensure that the corps 
were properly funded to enable them to achieve the 
objectives for which they were established. He expressed 
satisfaction with their performance so far. He empha- 
sised that their operation had saved millions of naira 
(dollars) [as received] in foreign exchange for the nation. 


Vice Admiral Nyako disclosed that the Navy had com- 
pleted about 1,268 accommodation units for various 
categories of its officers and ratings in Lagos, Warri, 
Sapele, Calabar and Port Harcourt in southern Nigeria. 
The units were aimed at ensuring that all naval personnel 
were adequately housed in barracks by 1992. he said. He 
expressed the determination of the Navy to consolidate 
its Current restructuring which he described as the Nige- 
rian Navy's own structural adjustment programme. 


‘Belligerent’ Neighbors Not To Receive Aid 


AB3012155890 Lagos International Service 
in English 1030 GMT 30 Dec 90 


{From the press review] 


[Text] THE GUARDIAN reports that Nigerian neigh- 
bors who display belligerent attitudes may never get aid 
from Nigeria again. According to the paper, the aim of 
the ban ts to use the aid to further Nigeria’s foreign 
policy objectives. 


Senegal 
* Wage Tax Said Linked to Growing Deficit 
YIAF0270A Dakar SUD HEBDO in French 


18 Oct 90 pp 1, 4 


[Article by Babacar Toure: “Wages: New Tax™] 


[Excerpt] Mainly structural adjustment was on the 
agenda at the 16 October 1990 meeting of the Council of 
Ministers. The rigors of austerity have been increasing 
because of persistent macroeconomic imbalances. A tax 
with a surtax of 5 percent on wages has been added to our 
tax burden. 
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At the end of October wages will be subject to a supple- 
mentary withholding tax of 5 percent. This new tax, 
which went into effect as of | October, is in addition to 
the individual income tax (IRPP) and it affects wages of 
over 600,000 francs a year, in other words, monthly 
wages in excess of 50,000 CFA [African Financial Com- 
munity] francs. 


Last | August the government had to decide to raise the 
prices of some products, like alcohol and tobacco (20 
percent), soft drinks, coffee, tea, cola drinks, and fats (10 
percent). Tax stamp prices have doubled, for example: 
Since | August 1990 a passport stamp costs 10,000 
francs as compared to 5,000 before that date. 


A 3-percent customs duty stamp for all imports and another 
airport stamp (4.000 francs) complete the panoply of these 
jovful winter measures that, with the help of annual vaca- 
tion time, were passed as easily as mailing a letter. 


This growing tax burden is due to a very difficult economic 
and financial situation, illustrated by the old adage that laws 
are dictated by necessity, if we are to believe the different 
statements issued by government officials. 


Senegal is still struggling in the trough of a wave riding 
on an economic crisis. Budgets have not been adhered to 
because of a combination of several limiting factors. Ina 
letter to Minister of Economy and Finance Moussa 
Toure dated last 25 July, the World Bank expressed its 
concern over the “serious shortfall in managing the 
budget for the last quarter of fiscal year 1989-90." The 
result: an increase in the budget deficit that will work out 
to 4.1 percent of the gross national product instead of the 
anticipated 2.8 percent. The bank 1s also “alarmed” by 
the considerable increase in overdue domestic and for- 
eign debts. This situation can probably be explained as 
being due to a number of imponderables that are hard to 
control, according to some economists. On the fiscal 
level, estimates of an increase in receipts on the order of 
37 billion CFA francs were not realized despite the 
steady growth of receipts during the first nine months of 
fiscal year 1989-90. The last quarter (April, May, June 
1990) was the “shortfall quarter: 20 billion instead of 
37 billion for that period. While the Senegalese are 
known to be poor taxpayers [passage omitted] no less 
than the state’s ability to manage its affairs promptly was 
overestimated, particuarly at the organization level. To 
cite an example, the delay reported in the operational 
plan using the Gainde system, the perfection of which at 
a cost of a billion and a half of our francs, should provide 
a better fiscal yield on the order of 10 additional billion. 
Moreover, for the past two years failing national banks 
have been unable, due to a lack of liquid assets, to 
disburse to the Senegalese Government the approxi- 
mately 21 and a half billion that taxpayers had, after all, 
indeed paid out of perfectly well-covered accounts. 


The reduction in the price paid to peanut growers, which 
dropped from 90 CFA francs to 70 in 1988, has made it 
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impossible for them to make a profit on this product. 
And out of over 200 billion francs pumped into the farm 
sector, 190 billion were plowed back into peanuts. The 
state was unable to pay all of its share (73.142 billion) 
and was forced to apply for a 45-billion loan (capital plus 
interest) from the Central Bank of the West African 
States to fund it, a loan that has not been paid off. The 
cost of the operation: |5 billion a year over a period of 
three years. 


Since Senegal has not appealed to the “Paris Club” this 
year, it has not benefited from the usual restaggering of 
[repayment of] some 20 billion CF \ francs, as it has in 
the past. 


The Gulf crisis has added to the disturbances of the 
Senegalese economy. Stabilization of the price of oil at 
about $26 a barrel has played havoc with the estimates 
arrived at by our officials on the basis of oil at $19 a barrel. 
The experts estimate that every dollar the cost of crude oil 
increases produces a loss of 1.4 billion for our country. 
Thus, in August 1990 our oil debt came to 83.3 billion 
CFA francs. It is against this backdrop that what are 
modestly referred to as the “August measures” were 
brought into play, measures that will step up the surrepti- 
tious elimination of 2 percent of the subsidy for the 
shipment of imported rice, which will allow the state to 
realize an economy of 900 million. The cost is thus passed 
on to the taxpayer who, since last month, has been paying 
13,200 francs at the officially pegged price for a 100-kg 
sack of crushed rice while speculating merchants sell it to 
him at the actual price of 13,500 francs. 


Is the tyranny exerted by imported crushed rice, which 
favors a veritable bloodletting of foreign currencies while 
preserving our country’s increased dependence on for- 
eign aid, going to be eliminated by the government's 
latest happy discovery for limiting the volume of our 
imports of this commodity to 235,000 tons by the end of 
December 1990 and to 200,000 tons in 1991 as against 
the “usual” from 360,000 to 400,000 tons? While it ts 
too soon to judge the impact of such a measure, it 
behooves us to point out that the 35-franc tax on the 
price of so-called medium rice and the 40-franc tax on 
whole rice were decided on to discourage consumption 
of imported rice and to promote consumption of rice and 
other grains grown locally. 


On this chart dominated by flashing red lights, the 
Senegalese Government seems to have to choose 
between the worst and the less than worst. In the face of 
the requirements imposed on it by the Bretton Woods 
institutions, which demand that it further reduce wages 
paid to civil servants and “the like” by about 9 billion, it 
has chosen to use delaying tactics. It has preferred an 
increase in income tax, separately from the IRPP and 
viewed as a One-time measure that is reversible as soon 
as the situation improves, to the two terms of the 
IMF-World Bank alternative, that is, to deflate or lower 
wages. Tough. tough! 
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* Call to Iraq To Withdraw From Kuwait 


9JAF0271A Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 
23 Oct 9 p 8 


[Editorial entitled: “Between War and Peace} 


[Text] “Whoever desires peace prepares for war.” In 
Saudi Arabia, the international community is actively 
preparing for war to uphold peace in the Wahhab: 
Kingdom and to restore it in Iragi-invaded Kuwait. For 
over two and a half months a horrendous tug of war has 
been going on between multinational forces deployed in 
the region and Baghdad's troops. The region has become 
a veritable powder keg. Naturally, Saddam Husayn’s 
regime, which decided, in defiance of all common sense, 
to attack a “neighboring and brother-Arab country,” 
must be held responsible for the outbreak of the crisis. In 
all likelihood, Baghdad underestimated the international 
community's reaction. Today there is no doubi Iraq has 
understood just how hadly it was mistaken. But it bas 
chosen, with the logic of a predictable dictator, to move 
even faster down the same path. It is suicidal logic, for al! 
knowledgeable men know that Irag cannot win a conflict 
against powers like the United States, France, or Great 
Britain, to name only those, [who are] involved in the 
Gulf conflict. Besides, the Iraqi leader, who took West- 
erners hostage to use them as “human shields,” 1s 
perfectly aware that he does not have the wherewithal to 
back his military ambitions. 


Yet no one underestimates Iraqi striking power or the 
experience of soldiers with “eight years of war” against 
Iran “under their belts.” But the world cannot buckle 
under to a dictator, even if he were capable of causing 
thousands of deaths before being cut down. The example 
of Hitler is there to prove it. Moreover, in the case of the 
Gulf conflict, the powers involved are also defending 
their own interests. 


There is law. There is also the need to supply and 
guarantee the price of oil in the West. The parameters at 
play are highly complex. And the reaction of public 
opinion in the Western countries involved in the conflict 
is not the least of them. On the contrary—so far George 
Bush can congratulate himself on that score. America has 
rejected the Iraqi fait accompli and supports its presi- 
dent. The latter, it 1s true, 1s also confronted with a 
difficult domestic situation given the thorny question of 
the budget deficit. 


The massacre on the mosque promenade in Jerusalem 
last 9 October added grist to the Iraqi mill. Saddam 
Husayn, who has always tried to link his invasion of 
Kuwait to Israel's occupation of the Palestinian territo- 
ries, succeeded in temporarily causing confusion. There 
were angry rumblings among the people in some Arab 
countries. Luckily the international coalition against 
Iraq held—thanks, once again, to Bush's firm action, 
who had to agree to condemn Israel. That said, the two 
issues are different and cannot be linked. Iraq invaded 
and decided to annex Kuwait, a sovereign Arab country 
like itself. It did this by following the unacceptable 
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precept of “might makes right.’ Need it be pointed out 
that the occupation of the occupied territories is the 
result of a war (1967) won by Israel? 


This does not excuse the Hebrew state for allowing its 
occupation to linger on. Mitterand is right: “The Law is 
the Law.” In other words. the Palestinian question must 
be taken into account and efforts must be made to find a 
definitive solution that respects the principles of law, 
justice, and equity. 


Furthermore, President Bush is increasingly sensitive to a 
comprehensive examination of the Mideast situation. 
Only it is essential not to compare apples with oranges. 
Iraq must withdraw from Kuwait, as notified by the UN 
Security Council. The mission of the multinational force 
deployed in the Gulf is to oblige it to do so by enforcing the 
trade embargo, and to defend Saudi Arabia. Baghdad, 
which is beginning to suffer the effects of the embargo, is 
now convinced of the world’s determination to bring it 
down. This does not mean that Iraq is already beaten. No 
matter how effective, the embargo will take another several 
months (six to eight according to analysts) to produce the 
expected effects. Much can happen between now and then, 
and perhaps much to sap the formidable international 
coalition against Baghdad, which has resulted in over 20 
States sending troops to the Gulf. 


Because of its leadership position, the United States will 
have to manage the situation. An open conflict has little 
chance of breaking out before the American legislative 
elections scheduled for November. That is, unless 
Baghdad comes up with some new provocation. A uni- 
lateral decision on the part of Baghdad to withdraw also 
cannot be ruled out. When a country has racked up losses 
of nearly one million lives and eight years of war, it is 
possible to wake up and cancel an invasion. Saddam 
Husayn is unpredictable. That also is a fearsome 
weapon. Logically, however, it is difficult for him to 
withdraw without offering some “compensation” to his 
people, even if he does rule as a dictator. 


The possibility of an Iraqi retreat is feared by all the 
countries most involved in the conflict, such as Egypt, 
Turkey, Syria, and so on [sentence as published]. For as 
long as Iraq remains overarmed, it is a threat to peace in 
the region. What can be done, then? Kissinger recom- 
mends a “surgical strike,” but at what price? A more or 
less protracted, open conflict will turn the “Arab peo- 
ples” against America. Washington is aware of this. The 
same holds for the Iraq: challenge to the credibility and 
prestige of the world’s top power. 


War is not desirable for anyone. But there is no getting 
around the fact that only Saddam Husayin can spare the 
world that war by withdrawing his troops from Kuwait 
and ceasing to threaten Saudi Arabia 


More than ever, the ball is in Iraq's court. Conflict is 
probable, very probable even, but war is not inevitable. 
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* Teacher Union Grievances Aired as School Opens 


91A4F0270B Dakar SUD HEBDO in French 
4 Oct 90 p 6 


[Article by Momar Wade: “Education: Unions Are 
Grumbling”] 


[Text] The failure to respect government commitments. 
the inadequacy of the University of Dakar budget, the 
nibbling away at teachers’ social gains, unsafe conditions 
in Casamance and in the Valley, the “rampant” dis- 
missal of 119 assistant inspectors, and the recruitment of 
bargain basement teachers: all of them ominous signs for 
the return to school for 1990-91. 


Concerned over Senegalese schools’ not very bright 
future, the teachers unions felt that they had to sound the 
alarm after leaving the audience granted them by the 
chief of state last 18 September. 


The Independent Union of Higher Education Teachers 
(SAES), the Teachers Democratic Union (UDEN), and 
the United Democratic Trade Union Federation of Sene- 
galese Teachers (SUDES) unanimously agree: The gov- 
ernment has not respected the agreements it signed in 
April 1989 after several months of strikes. Worse yet, it 
is nibbling away at the social gains that had been made. 


SAES secretary general Moussa Samb did not conceal his 
concern: “We have not received any assurances regarding 
the second student housing complex that was in principle 
to be built, teachers are not respected, the University of 
Dakar budget is short 360 million francs and expenses for 
water and electricity are to be transferred to the Ministry 
of Economy and Finance budget. If the contracts are not 
honored, the suppliers won't hesitate to ‘cut off our sup- 
plies.” They are already impatient.” 


But is this budget really established? “We are not in a 
position to swear to that since this year the University of 
Dakar will be welcoming over 4,000 secondary school 
graduates. The student body will consist of about 20,000 
students and our resources will not keep up with them 
even if 69 assistant teacher positions are created.” Mr 
Samb said. 


Problems Are Still There 


The elementary and secondary school situation is 
scarcely any better. Solutions satisfactory in the eyes of 
UDEN and SUDES to the recruitment of teachers, 
deplorable working conditions in light of the cut in the 
education budget (40 percent less), taxes, the freezing of 
back wages, democratic personnel management, and 
teachers’ safety in Casamance and the [Senegal] River 
Valley have not yet been found. The increasingly precar- 
ious employment situation is also of concern to UDEN. 
Of the 140 that the Regional Inspectorate of Elementary 
Education (IREE) has, 119 have been relieved, that is. 
transferred to the Special Reserve Fund. 
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{Text missing] 450 new teachers have been denounced 
because it is “a factor that violates the criteria of 
openness and social justice while infringing on the laws 
governing the Civil Service. It was done on the basis of 
political patronage and it threatens the quality of our 
educational system.” Furthermore. UDEN deeply 
regretted “the ridiculous nature of the concessions made 
by the government” and, just as SUDES has, it con- 
demned the individual income tax (IRPP). Introduced 
by the new tax system adopted in January 1990, this new 
tax constitutes the institutionalization of a permanent 
wage-lowering system and it permits “the state to nibble 
away at teachers’ salaries and take back with one hand 
what it gives with the other.” As far as SUDES 1s 
concerned, the ammounts withheld are exorbitant and 
none of the tax officials appears to have mastered the 
withholding schedules. As for the actual return to classes 
[after vacation], the school restoration operation (ORES 
3) had still not begun only a week before classes were to 
start. The Ministry of National Education had provided 
for the construction of 323 new classrooms. The class- 
rooms already built (ORES 2) are not al! operational. As 
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far as SUDES is concerned, there have not been satis- 
factory responses to schools’ requests for supplies and 
teaching materials. This is a severe blow to our schools. 
Children’s rights begin with the acquisition of a quality 
education. 


Teaching in the Middle of a War 


Teachers’ safety in Casamance and in the Valley con- 
tinues to be of constant concern to UDEN and SUDES. 
In their opinion, the chief of state’s responses and those 
of the minister of national education are still vague: 
“The government will assume its responsibilities.”” Some 
teachers, stationed in Casamance, refuse to go back to 
their workplaces for fear of separatist actions. In the 
Valley during the vacation, Mauritanian volleys dam- 
aged some schools that have not been restored. The 
prospects are very gloomy. It would hardiy be surprising 
if strikes by both teachers and students interrupt the new 
school year. Unless the government redoubles its efforts. 
It does not appear to be taking that path. 
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